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FOREWORD 



Millions of people in all par»s 
of i he world are taking great inte- 
rest in Marxism-Leninism now- 
adays. 

Marxist doctrine has changed 
troin being the scientific prevision 
it was iik thr Hay of Karl iVl arx 
and Tredeiklt Ru^els, to becomr 
tile Foundation of the practical 
activiiies of mam million? of 
people. 

Transformations have taken 
place under the banner of Marx- 
ism that have radically rhangtrd 
the world- such h 
as the Great October Socialist 
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Revolution, the building of developed socialism 
in ihe USSR, ihe forma lion and develop- 
ment of ihe world socialist sysiem, the social 
and national liberaiion struggles, and the victo- 
ries won by ihe working class and working 
people of die world. Marxism - 1 .eninism is exert- 
ing an ever growing influence on the destinies 
of mankind, 

"The MarxisL doctrine is omnipotent be- 
cause it is true," 1 said Vladimir llyich l.enin. 
It expresses the interests of society's lbremost, 
progressive forces and tully meets the vital needs 
of society in its historical development. 

The theory, created more than a century 
ago by K.arl Marx avid Frederick Lugels. has 
been limner developed in Lenin's works The 
names of Marx and Lenin are inseparable. 
Leninism is the Marxism of the epoch of impe- 
rialism and proletarian revolutions, of ihe col- 
lapse of the colonial sysiem and the Transition 
of society from capitalism to socialism. Todav, 
Marxism is absolutely unthinkable wilhout Le- 
ninism. 

Marxism-leninism is a single hiiernatiomd 
theory. Ti serves as a theoretical weapon for all 



V t, Lrrun, "The Three Soun.c» and Three Cnm- 
punrnt Paris Pf Marxism". Cf,ff t iltii H'wL, Vol i'X Pn»irw S 
rnKli-Jiu-rs. Moscow, I H-7 7 , p. 23. 



peoples lighting far socialism and generalises; 
dieir revolutionary experience, 

M a rxism- Leninism represents an organic unity 
of philosophy, political economy, and the theory 
of scientific communism. The solid foundation 
nf M arxist-I^iiinist science as a whole comprises 
ihe philosophical theory of Marxism-Leninism 
dialectical and historical materialism. 

The aim Ol this book is to set out in popu- 
lar form the main issues of historical mate- 
rialism, which is an integral part of Marx- 
ist-Leninist philosophy. 



Chapter One 



THE SCIENCE 

OF HISTORICAL MATERIALISM. 
THE E5SENCE 

OF THE MATERIALIST VIEW 
OF HISTORY 



The Subject Matter 

of Historical Materialism 

Dialectical and historical mate- 
rialism arc organic p&tt* oi Marx- 
ist-Leninist philosophy. I listorical 
materialism j? Lhtu pari which 
studies the life of society. Other 
sciences arc also engaged in the 
study oi social lite, ibr example, 
political economy, educai ional 
science, jurisprudence, etc. What is 
if, then, dial dis liny uishes historical 
materialism Iryra aJJ other social 
sciences:' Each of utBse sciences 
deals* with an individual aspect pC 
social lite, looking in detail at all it? 
specific laws and features, for 
example, political economy inves- 
tigates llie economic relations 
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existing among people, and ihc laws oi produc- 
tion and distribution of material bcnclits. Educa- 
tional science deals with the education and teach- 
ing of people As disriiK t from dirse sisieftCieS, 
historical materialism devils with the general 
aspects of development of society as a whole: die 
structure of society, the interaction between var- 
ious aspects of social life, and die general laws and 
motive forces of social development. 

An essential feature of historical materialism is 
that ii considerj die life of society from the stand- 
point of philosophy. 1 1 investigates philo s o phical 
issues -hi <li as die correlation between the mate- 
rial and ideal aspects of social life; the correlation 
between the spontaneous and ihe conscious, the 
objective and the subjective in the historical pro- 
cess: the motive forces of society's evolution; the 
issue of the essence of man and his place in the 
world, etc. Historical materialism is therefore a 
philosophical science about society, part of Marx- 
ist-Leninist philosophy. 

ln literature around die world, the theory of 
society as an integral system, and of the laws, srov- 
emincf its function ing and development is usually 
called stjto&togp. In actual fact, liistoi'ical materi- 
alism is an underlying sociological theory of Marx- 
ism-Leninism, since it studies the general laws of 
the fimeiioninir and development of society as an 
in tCfital system . However, historical materialism is 

not the whole of Marxist-! .en inist sociology. 
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There arc three interconnected levels within 
the Structure of Marxist- Leninist sociology: 

L Individual empirical (specific sociological ) 
studies; the collection oflacts and statistics, sur- 
veys among certain categories of people i. in rough 
interviews and queslionmtircs.;, ni. Marxism- 
Leninism has always attached great importance 
to such methods nf studying s<>r-ial phenomena 
and processes. It was this kind of research that 
Engds and Lenin relied upon when writing TP- 
Condition of the Working Class in Etiglmd and Tk 
Dm.lof/mmt of Capitalism in Iiusda t respectively. Al 
preseni, specific sociological SLudir? are carried 
out on a broad scale in ail socialist countries. In 
the Soviet Union, for example, careful examina- 
tion is made of changes in people's attitude to 
work, relations within work collectives, transfor- 
mations occurring in classes and social groups, etc. 

2, On rhe basis of individual empirical studies 
conclusions, scientific generalisations and special 
theories arc made. For example, in studying 
changes that have taken place among the collec- 
tive-farm peasants in the USSR over tin- period of 
Soviet power, Marxist sociologist" have con- 
cluded that the general educational standards, 
skitls and knowledge of this class have risen sub- 
stantially, that their psye.hnUiyy has undergone a 

(tinrt/i i iirniji I chijnjre, SUtitJ iliul 111 itt&ll^ wayi llucy 

are drawing closer 10 the working class and work- 
ing intelligentsia. 
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j. When carrying out empirical research, 
Marxist sociologists rely on historical materi- 
alism, i. e. on the generalised knowledge it has 
accumulated on classes, the structure of society, 
social laws, etc. In its turn, the generalised knowl- 
edge gained as a result of specific sociological 
studies is a source for the enrichment of histori- 
cal materialism with new theoretical proposi- 
tions, and piovides a foundation for its creative 
development:. Thus, in the system of Marxist- 
Lcninist sociology, historical materialism repre- 
sents hoth the general theory and methodology- of 
specific social studies. 

As a whole, historical materialism can be defined as 
a philosophical and sociological science concerned ivtth the 
most general l/iw.y /ittii rrwCtiv force* of ffie drwlapmenl ftj 
society. 

The Emergence 

of Historical Materialism 
As a Revolution In 
Ideas on Society. 

The Creative Noture 

of Historical Materialism 

Historical materialisni (and Marxism as a whole) 
appeared in the 1840a. lis emergence at that umc 

was l>y no tticaiui accidental; T'htfi vy0.rkijig <:liiix. 

which had begun an independent revolutionary 
struggle, needed an understanding of die. law* 
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and prospects of social development, a genuine 
science of society Marx and En gels created such 
a sdefice for the working class and working peo- 
ple Of the whole world. They were not only I he 
greatest revnlu dona ties and leaders of the inter- 
national proletariat, but also outstanding scholars 
of their Time. 

In developing a new theory. Marx ami Rngtds 
drew on the very best in progressive social 
Thought 

Philosophers before Marx had made many 
sound judgements with respect. 10 society's de- 
velopment. However, one drawback of all pre- 
Marxist theories of society was that rhc\ were 
ideulisiic- 

InValism & a philosophical world on 1 look 
which holds that the primary principle in (fie 
world is the spiritual, the ideal, Various idealist 
philosophers interpret dils in diilerpin ways: 
cither as God's will, or as an absolute Idea, or' as 
the consciousness of an individual subject, etc. 
They regard the existing world and nature as 
something derivative, dependent UD ihe ideal 
Philosophical mate rial ism is a world on i look di- 
rectly opposed to idealism, 

Tin- materialist view of nature existed in 
ancient India, China, Greece and other cmin- 
iries. Materialist theories became most wide- 
spread m the loth and 19th centuries Materialist 
pltUOSMCB! believed that h%* exists inrlepen- 
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dendy of our cDnxzaumess, that it is eternal and 
is not the rrmh of anyone's effort. They regarded 
reason and human consciousness as the product ol 

nature's cMabitrai 2nd suctcsstuJU fought idealis- 
tic views t£ nature 

Ho^*ev*r. orn drnnt prornineni materialists 
before Marx, sadb as Ludwig Feuerbach in Ger- 
many, and Alexander Hexzcn and Nikolai Cher- 
irahevsky in Russia, held idealistic views of 
society. 

The lifir of human sober* is extremdv complex. 
The natural phenomena which we observe di- 
rectly are repealed m a more or less regular wav, 
and this helps us to undexsund their essence. But 
kis much more difficult to discern such repetition 
m the development of society, and the prevents 
one from noticing laws in social development. 

Besides, people act in society as beings 
endowed with a consciousness and will In their 
activities they pursue certain pre-set goals and aw 
guided by certain ideas. All philosophers before 
Marx believed that it was the conscious objec- 
tives. ideas and views of people that were the fun- 
damental causes of all changes occurring in 
society, i- e, t the chief factor deterrnining the 
course of social development. 

The idealistic view of society abo manifested 
itself in the denial of the ml* of the popular 
masses as creators of history. All history was 
reduced to the activities of individual 
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tics-kmc, and Armed with &■ 

olmiona™ oft** IQtfa who did not know 

Mandim) wished to ttUer the reactionary system 

existing ax that time in Russia by killing the tsar 
and officials whom the people hated. Real life, 
however, refuted both die practice af die Namd- 
niks and the anti-scientific theory of Me Hem and 

tkc according to «UM SM«gg Jgg 

we* sera onk as passive onlookers, Watfe heroes 
were the genuine creators of history. 

Understandably, it has always been profitable 
lor the ruling classes to prove that it was they who 
have been elected W sway the historical desl.mcs 
of peoples. It has also been in their interest to 
deny The logical nature and real cause? oj the pro? 
gtessive changes taking place in society. And 
since the production of ideas ( spirit u al creativity) 
in exploiter societies has always been monopo- 
lised by the ruling classes, the assertion that ideas 
rule the world has also played into their hands. 
Whereas in the 17ih and 1 Krh centuries bourgeois 
sociologists interpreted society in an idealistic 
wav mainly because of their class narrow-mind- 
edness, later on. die distorted idealistic interpre- 
tation of history often became a deliberate social 
option for them. That is why today,, too, idealistic 
-views of society arc quite widespread in capitalist 
countries. 
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Marxism mho trcc^nhes the important role 
which ideas and human reason play in social his- 
tory. But these ideas and theories, by which peo- 
ple are guided in their practical activities. aiG 
ultimately rooted in material economic relat ion*. 
The recognition in principle that the material 

a>pct [ i.il MH'iai [illr I* ilttr prixrii±j-> ajiti iiiiii^J 

aspect of the historical process is the essence of ihc 
materialist conception of hi*uir>- 

Marx iuid EngcJs were tl»c first u- 
materialism to society and create the materialist 
interpretation of history-. It was this, above all 
that was the bask of the radical revolution which 
Marxism caused in the philosophical interpre- 
tation of society. Stressing this outstanding service 
to humanity, Ijenin wrote: "Marx deepened and 
developed philosophical materialism to the full, 
arid extended the cognition of nature to include 
the cognition of human socuft. His historical 
matmaliim was a great achievement in scientific 
thinking. The chaos and arbitrariness that had 
previously reigned in views on history and politics 
were replaced b\ a strikingly integral and har- 
monious scientific theory, which shows how. in 
consequence of the growth of productive forces, 
out of one system of social life another and higher 
system develops,..**' 



V. 1- Lenin, np ciL, p. 15 
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The materialist view of society hturamr possible 
onlv after the appearance of eapiralism, which 
centralised material production on a national 
scale. The dependence of various forms of social 
life on the development of materia] production 
became more visible. Con trad icrions in the capi- 
talist method of production were clearly mani- 
fested in crises of overproduction, unemployment, 
etc 1 1 was under capitalism that ihc material and 
economic foundations of classes and tlir class 
struggle became exposed. Engels wrote: "...Our 
present period has so far simplified thesr intercon- 
nections that the riddle could be solved/' 1 It was 
under capitalism that the working class came into 
being and appeared on the historical scene. It 
needed a scientific conception of social develop- 
ment and a correct revolutionary theory. The 
working class is characterised by its consistent 
revolutionary character, and b\ the coincidence 
of its class interests with the objective require- 
ments of social progress, 

Marxists, have never tried to conceal the fact 
that dieir philosophy took shape as a theoretical 
weapon of the working clasH. Under the banner of 
Marxism the working class h;as already made 

1 Fredfrick F.ngcU, "Ludwig Feuerbach and the Knd <jf 
Classical (Jr:i man Philosophy", in: Karl Marx and Fr<*drrii:k 
Englps. SfitdiJ Wttrks) in I hire volumes, Vol, 3, Pro^rc-£ l\ib- 
tuhets, M^Ki:uw. I97t>. p, 3G£ 
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numerous biscuric achievements. in tht^ course of 
historical struggle more and more people from 
other social layers aid classes have become 
Marxists. 

Marx and Engek expounded die mareriau'sL 
conception of his ton- in main of thrii writings, 
primarily in their joint works Tfw IMx Family, 
7.k German ftUulugvand Manifesto of the Comtiiunii! 
Party. Marx also set out die maierialist view of 
society in Capital, and F.ngels-in Anti-Diikting, 
The Origin <>J th* I 'amity, Privats Properly and the 
Staff, and odier works. 

But why is it that a theory created more than a 
century ago. far from losing its relevance, should 
still continue, to score new victories? The main 
reason is dno Marxism is a living* creative, and 
constat! tly developing theory. Materialist dialee- 
LicSj the very heart of Marxist science, is a revolu- 
tionary doctrine on the eternal changing, de- 
velopment and renewal of the existing world. 
Nature is in a state of constant change, and 
human society is transforming even more dy- 
namically. Moreover, the pace of changes in 
social lite is- eonstandy growing. What a host of 
great events has r c taken place in the life of society 
over rbc last few decades] The scientific Theory' of 
social life must, therefore, also change and de- 
velop. Indeed. Marx and Engcls insisted on just 

this kind of Creative npprtmch t*k their theory of 

social development. 



In the new historical conditions which followed 
ihc doctrine of Marx and En gels was developed 
by their successors. A great contribution to histor- 
ical materialism was made by Lenin, who sum- 
marised the new historical experience gained by 
the working masses in i.heir struggle ibr Migration 
and m building a new lile, He crearivch evolved 
Marxist theory on classes, rcvolulion. the state, 
wavs of building socialism, and many other issues. 
Lenin was a convinced and consistent follower of 
Marx and Engck Not only did he work on Marx- 
ism in a creative manner, but he also waged a 
relentless struggle against all traitors t*i Marxism, 
Ht- resolutely fought all those who strayed from 
the fimdamcntal principles Marxism;, yielding 
to the impact of bo urgrois ideolog> nr complying 
with a fashion for "new" ideas. Today, the strug- 
gle against revisionism, i. e. 3 deviation from the 
basic principles of Marxism, and distortion of 
Marxist ideas, remains an important task facing 
the iruf followers of Marx, Engels and Lenin. 

Contemporary social development is marked 
by new important historical events and processes. 
Marxism- Lenin ism ai the present stage summ ar- 
ises the experience accumulated during die build- 
ing of socialism and the improving of mature 
socialism. It examines the laws inherent in the 
emergence and evolution of the world socialist 
community, the prosjxxts for the re voiu nonary 
struggle of tlte mLemaitona/ working class and the 
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liberation struggle of aU peoples, analyses 
modem-day capitalism, and determines princi- 
ples for the peaceful coexistr-nce of the two oppos- 
ing social systems and a policy ibr securing peace., 
etc 

In their works Marxisr philosophers interpret 

the : scientific and technological revolution, which 
is a major phenomenon today, and its social con- 
sequences under capitalism and socialism. The 
most important theoretical documents of die 
CPSU and works by Marxist philosophers pro- 
vide an analvsis of the global problems facing 
mankind rod ay, such as the threat of a world 
thermonuclear war. and urgent problems of ecol- 
ogy, population, food, raw materials, and .so on. 
These are general human problems in the sense 
mat they concern all people living on fcarth and 
cannot be solved by any single country : the joint 
efforr of all nations is required. Marxist literature 
inve.sti gales thr esaencr and causes of emergent 
global problems and their connection with the 
class interests of contending social forces and 
reveals the prospects for their development and 
ways tft solve them. 

The analysis of developing reality has pro- 
duced new categories in Marxist social .tcience, 
such as developed socialism" "the state of the 
whole people' 1 ', and *'the Soviet people", Old 
notions such as " 'civilisation", "way «jf life", etc., 
have acquired a new rantrm and significance. 
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and this is nm only through die suidy of new 
data, but also as a re suit ot the new interpretation 
of processes and phenomena already known. 

Manrisn-i-l-eninism is a single international 
theory. It summarises The revolutionary expe- 
rience til" the srrwggle of all peoples. 1 1 has 
emerged and is developing as a reflection of ihe 
ifllPfTlfltional position of. and the nature of the 

struggle b > » < hc t ~ lasi * °^ diiVei-ent coun- 

trie» against international capital. Marxism - 
Leniniam is the ideological basis of the unity or 
the international communist and working-class 
movement, and its revolutionary strategy and 
tactics. Communis to stand for the comprehensive 
conside ration of the social, economic and cultural 
traditions and the specific conditions existing in a 
country, and against the mechanical transferring 
of ihe experience of one country wj another. And 
yet there cannot be diverse national versions of 
Marxism — a Russian, a Clhiuesi:, and an Italian 
Marxism, etc. The same is true of historical 
materialism, the philosophical antl sociological 
theory of social development, whose principal 
tenets are the same for all conn tries. 

Marxism- Lenin ism is open lor creative de- 
velopment by all Mai xist-Lcninisi parties, on the 
basis of their experience in revolutionary struggle. 
Marxists- Leninists collectively develop and im- 
prove die single, integral Marxist-Leninisi 
theory, guided in their practical and theoretical 
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activities by the principle of proletarian interna- 
tionalism. 

Society and Nature 

The life of human society cannot be underpaid 
outside the context of nature. Recognition of die 
uuhv of society and nature a a major and intriti- 
sk principle of die materialist conception or 
history. 

Society is linked with nature, first ol an, 
through its origin. Science Mas convuicingK 
proved thai man evolved from anthropoid apes. 
The process of the ape turning into man was 
gradual and extremely prolonged. 

There are two chief stages in the formation ol 
man. The first stage was when man began to 
make the implements oflabour: this was the staue- 
of tlie actual forma lion of man. Rn-ratly, in 

South and East Africa the remains of man's early- 
ancestors have been found in a geological layer 

2.5 million years old. Human hones were fuuud 
together with primitive work implements. The 
second stage, which began 100,000-40,000 years 
ago. was marked by Lhe appearance of modern 
man. i. e. homo saftuns. It is generally accepted 

that since that lime no essential physical changes 

have occurred in man 

The process of the emergence of man and 

human society was analysed bv Engels in Y7« 
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Pan Played br Labour in the Transition from Apt t// 
Man. This work states that it was labour, produc- 
tion and use of work implements that played die- 
decisive role in the emergence of human society. 
It was this dial made man's ancestors straighten 
up and -Land on their feet- In the process of labour 
the need arose for communication ? thus, lan- 
guage appeared. It was labour that singled man 
out from the animal kingdom and gave him char- 
acteristics peculiar only to lhe human race: ihe 
production qif labour implements, a highly 
organised brain, a consciousness and m-1 (-aware- 
ness, and articulate speech. 

As man became separated from the animal 
world, he ceased to be merely a biological being, 
Biological properties ( physiological needs, 
natural gifts, etc. : are tvpical of modern man too. 
of course, and play a major role in his life, but 
thev do not determine his essence, nor arc thry 
any longer his chief characterises. Man now 
belongs to the highest form of the motion of mat- 
ter- tO social life" Man's essence is characterised 
by social relaiions which comprise m con- 
clitioEis of his life and which he himself creates. 
What is meant here is man's affiliation to a cer- 
tain epoch and social system, a certain class, 
nation, etc. 

Having emerged from nature and become, lo a 
certain extent, isolated from it, society has not 
broken uJTits tie* With nanire, On die contrary^ it 
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constantly maintains dose relations with nature, 
and this is an indispensable condition for the 
existence and evolution of socle Ly. 

Of course, mankind does not interact with in- 
finite nature as a whole, only with that pari of it 
which is involved in the process of human acti- 
vity. In the course of history, more and more 
natural phenomena and spheres of nature assume 
importance and become necessary for man, l or 
example, in the early stage* of human history, 
man mainly used natural sources of rhr means ol 
existence wild herbs and animals, natural soil 
fertility; cic.i However, with tunc, ever greater 
importance was attached to nuneraJ* and enrrgy 
sources. Today, mankind has started to make 
active use of outer space for i» own purposes. 
Artificial satellites orbiting the Earth are 
employed to relay television programmes, trans- 
mit communications over long distances, forecast 
the weather, discover deposits of muterak, aud so 

on. . 
Nature has diverse significance for the file of 

SOClClV- • 

First of ail. ll is verv important for production. 
In dte process of production man iranslorms 
natural object* i" accordance with his needs and 
requirement he smelts mCGIl OUl Ol OIv 
extracted from mr Earth, he male* «,l ihr. 
enenrv of river?, etc F.vrn in modern -da v produc- 
tion, when the object of labour to be processed $ 
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irequendy made of synthetic male rials :'i. c. 
materials artificially created by man)., the initial 
material invariably comes from nature. for 
example, plastic* arc widely used today in The 
production of household appliances and many 
nlhcr things, but Lo make plasties, mineral raw 
materials, such as oil, are needed. 

Nature which is or great significance tor man 
in production, is significant in other ways too. 
Communication with nature helps man maintain 
and restore his physical and moral fitness, h is no 
coincidence that people who as. a rule live in the 
countryside and spend much rime out-ot-doois 
ilv r e much longer rhan others. 

Nature reaches man to see and understand 
hft*ut> (the aesthetic sijafnificance of nature I. 

It is also i justifiable in speak of nature's educa- 
tional significance. A careful and UroughtiuJ atti- 
tude towards the natural environment develops 
kindness, and compassion towards the weak and 
defenceless. 

rhe natural environment plays an imuortauL 
role in man's life. It may c idler accelerate or 
retard the development of countries anil peoples, 
and sometimes it has a decisive impact on the 
development of industries. Thus, a country's 
fawn rablc situation and the wealth of its mineral 
deposits promote the development of its society, 
On rhc contrary, harsh natural condition* "for 
fxanipie. in the Far Ninth of huropc and Asia, 
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or isolation from the rest of the world (-some 
regions in Central Africa and Latin America) 
have impeded the development of society 
there. 

Vet this is not to say that natural conditions *rc 
the chief factor determining the course ot social 
dc\clopmcuL Radical changes taking place in 
socieiv. such as social re^xtlutifms, are nor caused 
by changes in the natural ccaiditions, but by the 
requirements of society itself, by its internal 
contradictions. 

Relations between nature and society are a 
kind of interaction, which means that not only 
nature influences the development of society, 
but society in its turn has an impact on 
nature, 

The interaction between man and nature 
differs essentially from that between nature and 
animals. The latter, as a rulr, have adapt t«- 
nature or sometimes they influence it insignifi- 
cantly by the very faei of their presence. Man, 
On the COULiciry. modifier nature, transforms 
it, adapts it to his own needs and require- 
ments. 

The scale of society's impact on nature depends 
on the level achieved by productive forces, on 
society's energy potential, and on its technical 
power. These factors were negligible at the dawn 
of human existence but the> have grown enor- 
mously lodav. fllC SCieri"fi<- ami ie«-hnolo>fic;.iJ 
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rewaluxion makes the scale of society's impact on 
nature particularly great. Now man's influence 
on nature is comparable lo mighty natural 
phenomena. For example, when ploughing land, 
people annually overturn three times as much soil 
as all the volcanic waste erupted from ihe Rarth 
over the same period of time. 

A particular feature of ihfC present statue of in- 
teraction bet ween society and nature is that today 
die entire surface of the globe has been drawn 
into the sphere of man's activities. He utilised 
almost all substances making up the Rarth*« crust, 
and almost all the sources of natural energy, Man 
has even gone bevond the boundaries of the 
Earth, into outer space . 

In many cases man's impaet on nature is spon- 
taneous and uneon I rolled. While pursuing some 
short-term, specific objectives, man sometimes 
canmit foft&sfee uie. undesirable consequences his 
Uiieri'ercncc in nature may have. 

At the present time, the. increased scale of 
man s impact on nature ami £fa negative conse- 
quences have resulted in the emergence of «.anv 

extremely complicated proble ms. 

One of these problems is the limited nature of 
the Earth s natural resources and die necessity of 
replenishing many ol them, and ol artificially 
producing what man requires. Tnduy. experts are 
unanimous that the reserves of fuel . oil , coal and 
yfts'i anri nf mineral resources in general, are near- 
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mg exhaustion, though there are some different:**! 
of opinion on the overall estimates of ihe £h»bc'< 
resources and of hoi* Ion* thev will last In a 
number oi countries there b an acute shortage of 
natural resources, such as fresh water, piuS ai,. 
and particularly soil, on which human life is di- 
rrrtly dependent. To supply the population and 
industry with iresh water, the governments of 
several Middle Kast countries have lx-en planning 
*cry expensive and technically complicated pro- 
jects, involving the transpirtation of icebergs by 
waterways from the Antarctic. As the Earth's 

population grows and world production in- 
l creases, natural resources .especially if their use is 

not brought under conrrol i will ifradualh be 

exhausted, for they arc as limited as is the size of 

the globe,. 

One of tJlC mcvif co/jjplcji problems t'.i K i"g 

society today Ls the growing pollution and" dV 
sintction of the environment. Industrial waste 
and exhaust gases ejected by cars pollute the air 
with poisonous chemical subsranees; ,].<- guattrfe) 
Ol carbon dioxide in air n inl thr. 

quantity of oxygen diminish*** The- F.Arrh'& uvi] 

layer and die World Ocean are also being poi> 

soned and destroyed, a3 a result of which 4>mirr- 

| species of animals and plants arc dying out 1 he 
various types of pollution upset the equilibrium 
that has been created in nature over millions of 
years, destroy the existing harmony of diffnciii 



12 



What is Historical Material ism? 



— llpreccfsc?, and Threaten [he very existence 
«£ mam. An ecological crisis looms large. 1 

Saana faced with the problem of -studying 
Md forecasting all the possible effects man's at> 
■OBC9B2V have on nature, and elaborating and 
t ii ■ ■ iiiin. radical measures to avert I he. ncga- 
tTvf tesuii& :/ i.1-i rsc effects. Man'a practical a ri i - 
Hide tn nature should be based on the knowledge 
and application of its objective laws. Man mun 
ireal nanirr with carr He must study its laws as 
thoroughly as possible, and act accordingly. 
Marxists believe that it is in this spirit that peo- 
ple, and especially the younger generation should 
be educated. 

While the sealr t»f man's influence on naiute 
depends mi the level of productive forces, the 
character of Uiis influence depends primarily on 
ihe socio-economic sysiem. The main cuipril of 
the impending ecological crisis is rapitalism. 
Over the years of its existence, production far the 
sake of profit, militarisation of the economy and 
the spirit of egoism and acquisition have caused 
immense damage to nature. 

The crisis ol the natural environment, which 
now dueaiem capitalist countries, has been de- 



Kcolugy u a science ,.>r i nompk* of sciences i rtcaline 
with the iitit.Ttt<- Hon o! man fern] I he environment. Ecological 
crisis *;i«Tiifie? the severe disruption af die Imlancc hrlweai 
society and nature, Uir crisu uf their interrelalfew. 
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ve^pu^ over mam decades owing i« rhc chamic 
uv of natural resources, Ii is dceelv rclairid to the 
present gencraJ crisis siagc of the capitalist sys- 
tem; together with the financial and energy 
Bases, and other such phenomena, it bears wit- 
ness to die constant and ever deepening decay of 
capitalism. 

Monopolies are essentially characterised by a 
predatory approach not oniv to labour resources 
but afco to natural weald, as a whole. In addition 
harsh competition makes bi K capital economise 
on the cost of production, and hence, on environ- 
mental protection measures. 

Powerful corporations launch production in 
the de^iopmg countries, where environmental 
pifcbte have no, yet become a* acute *, h 
rne Lsa. West Germany and oihcr tf&«*L*l 
capualm coun.nca, and where, and this is n£s< 
important lor monopolies, the legation on 
environmental protection i b not vet very effective, 
In this way, new geographical regions are con- 
stantly being drawn into the sphere of the ecoJotfi- 
cal crisis. * 

Since monopolies represent the main source of 
damage io the environment and the chief obstacle 
to teaching a solution lu diis problem, the struy- 
g?*: to protect the environment has become part of" 
the broad an ti. monopoly movement led bv the 
working class, the most advanced and organised 
social force of bourgeois socklv. 
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Irwnemr damage i* done lo lhe natural envi- I 
rniimrnt bv die arms rate and imperialist I 
wan. 

Ah hosi Hides, in Vie in am and the Middle Easi I 
have proved, modem weapons not onls impose I 
suffering on thr peaceful civilian population, bi.11 I 
tan also completely destroy what nature has I 
created over the centuries and what man has 
br-tru building for Ins owi benefk for mam gen- I 
eraLiOTiii. 1 1 ts well known that the war in Vie mam I 

,ion weapons causes damage W the natural envi- I 
rnnmeni. Radioactive lall-out caused by nuckaij 
bomb teats ptftate* the atmosphere, and the dis- 1 
posal of chemical and radioactive waste Irom the! 
production of weapons of mass annihilation con- 1 
taniinates the waters of die World Ocean, Taking! 
such weapons into outer spat* and die use otl 
near- Earth space tor the preparation of a lhrv-| 
ttionudear war is very dangerous. II" a ther-l 
monuelear war wrrr Id break oui, il would notl 
miiy wipe out the over-whelming majority of man- 1 
kind, but will also make our planet unlit for any 
kind of life. 

TTrwvr-vr- r. if onU 5.01m: of ih«* many billions of! 
dollars scnselesslv spent on the arms race were to: 
allocated" Cur nature conservation, most of the 
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viral problcau Wofocd could be r,uvu.:ioiUliv 
solved. 

Even under socialism, the problem of covin m- 
mcmal protection and the rational use of natural 
^sources may become wry senmK. Em rhe 
approach to it and the opportunities for its solu- 
tion differ fundamentally from those under 
capitalism. 

Socialism, with its social <**%^n^*sh«|« *<r tin- 
means of production and its planned economy, 
ensures as a whole Lhe necc^sar) interaction 
between society and nature, and makes il possible 
to outline and implement scicnuncaHv-baseci 
measures to preserve nature. . 

Lhe Communist Party and Soviet State have 

always shown concern for die thoughtful use and 
replenishment of natural resources, in ordci- thai 
diey would suffice not only for die present gen- 
eration of 'Soviet people, bul also for future ones. 

The Soviet Union was the first counuy to im- 
plement extensive government measures to pro- 
Hjci and transform nature. In the vcrv iirsi years 
altrr the Revolution when civil war was still rap- 
ine, several laws on the prorccnon of the environ- 
men 1 were adopted on Ixnin's initiative. 

A system of special k^blauon ro protect die 
environment has been adopted in thr Soviet 
Union. As the economy develops, and 10WDS 

and industrial _ centres grps* tK* & 

creases allocations, for dm purpose The country* * 
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policy to make rational use of natural resources 
and a caring attitude towards die environment in 
general was formalised in documents adopted at 
GPSL" congresses, in the Soviet Constitution 
Arts, 18 and 67 . and in Parry and government 
resolutions- At the December $83 Plenary Meet- 
ing of the CPSU Omral Committee it was noted 
that the presr-m scale and development race of 
productive force* require a new approach to be 
taken to the protection of the environment and 
Thr ettlcicnt utilisation of natuial rtioura-s. lnis 
is a task of enormous economic and social signifi- 
cance, for it ultimately involves the peopled 
health and the careful, Thrifty utilisation of the 
country's uaiional wealth. Moreover, die future is 
also involved. The conditions tinder which future 
generations will have to live depend on how these 
problems arc dealt with today. 

The problem of protecting the environment 
from depletion and devastation has now as- 
sumed glohal proportions. It now faces everyone 
throughout the enure world, both in developed 
and developing countries and in capitalist and 
socialist naiions alikr.. Polluiimi of the environ-^ 
mr.m has ceased to be the domestic, problem of 
each individual state, since wind and water cur- 
rents carry toxir substances all over the planet re- 
gardless of state borders. Suffice it to say thai the 
USA is responsible for discharging - mm the atmos- 
phere almost half of i he world's industrial waste. 



SCIENCE Of MlSIOWCAL KMUMAWI 



37 



M 



unv inrii«»i 



cTcetcd e.vtra-high smokestacks lo prevent waste 
from falling out in places where industry is con- 
centrated. Tim U the casein Great Britain, where 
the air in industrial areas has indeed become 
cleaner but southerly and swidi-weaici k winds 

have carried the smoke from these stacks to Scan- 
dinavia- Fish haw died their in huiHln.J, ...i 
and rivrr>, the growth rorests has been 
irtarded. and the «.oil. which was never very rich, 
become still poorer. 
No country is secure from the threat of pollu- 
evra if it has no developed mdnsfry r£ its 



Therefore, joint efforts h\ all peoples and ew- 
cmmenis arc needed to conserve nature dirtmgb- 
odi the globe and ensure the povahility of life for 

nature j^n^r.iriAivi- The So%-M*t gnwsrnment wat 

first to call on all countries in co-operate to- 
this cause. Such co-operation exists today 
% the countries of the wwki socialist com- 
itv within the framework of the GM.LA. The 
* Union and other socialisi countries also 
an active part in varioin iiiier-^ovcrnmrntal 
programmes on the protccooxi of the environ - 
within the Irarnrwork of the L mtcd 
Much is being door m th«» irsprrt on the 
of bilateral agreements concluded by the 
I m iih France, Finland, and other awn tries. 
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orM j r»w-r— TWr Role 
in Social De*«topment 

The normal MM ««■ f^^M, 
soc.etv depends „n the to, tate *f?£gE 
and other characteristics ofihc population. L hen. 
is it special science demography, which v* 
engaged in -studying population. Maixist- 
T,friiii'»-.i prtilosoph) also deal* wirh die problem, 
Ijecausc the demographic processes and features 
pl;iy an essential parr in ail social svstcrm. 

Fhilosoph\ has produced theories according u> 
which population growth is the basic factor deter- 
mining the evolution of society. Bui there have 
also been other theories which denied die role of 
demographic processes in social development 
jlnn-nliM . holding dim they are merely a conse- 
quence of the growth ii( labour productivity, 

However, soiiii-- clnii;ic:i eristics of popntaiicwi, 
for example, its density ii. e. the number of peo- 
ple: per unit area)', h mature and rate of 
growth, do exert certain influence over the de- 
velopment of production and other aspects of 
social life. 

For example, ft* the earliest stages, of his de- 



! £Tk iiumhn t.ifiuJuiiiiTant: fu r r,nt MjJytl t% 12 in ijic 
TSSR. Ifl^TTi Chin-.,, -24 in the tJSh, I m -V!<my...(ia. nml f»02 
in In Via 



wrlopment, man could not oppose die harsh ibrce.« 
, «W. Vus iKflL ror production i< . ftmt :i« m 

tormany, B certain population minimum M 
reasary. There inus* be human resources m 
order to develop new areas rich in natural wealth. 
[Such regions of the Soviet Union as Siberia, the 
Far tasi T and the North are rich in minerals and 
fcests. But the natural conditions there are 
[«ally very hard and so the population Hrmirv 
towcr duui tn the European part of the USSR 

% ol course, imp«h* the «tevelnpnie»i pftbc 
luctiv c forces in I hese regions To attract pe^ 
tnc tunnel govern men r provides various 
its tor the inhabitants: higher pav. better 
Conditions, ere. 
The rompramon of ihe population ia an iiuprjr- 
itfacror influencing the development of society, 
each country besides (he economically active, 
the working population, there "arc old 
children, teenagers, students, people in 
ot work, and housewives. In «cpJoit«r «>- 
3. parasitic, classes social stTaia and groups 
mate, which participaie in consumption but 
mi, as a rule, participate in production 
ie ratio of L he various categories of the pop U - 
u> each other, iind the proportion of d. t 
Uioil engaged in pr.vlucik-. U Tan 
I unpaii on the growth al production ami ccm- 
of material and cultural benefits- For 
chc birth race is very km in several lluio- 
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pcan cummict such as West Germain, Austria 
**Jk a**** Britain and the number of children 
and young people in these countries is. as a conse- 
quence, small. Therefore, 1-hc population ihcre is 
powing older as a whole, i. e, die proportion of 
people nf advanced years is noticeably increasing, 
la the future, this process may cause a labour 
lbnnage. 

Bourgeois ideologists put tor-ward theories 
according to which population growth is the 
main factor determining die whole evolution of 
society, in actual Tact, however, although popula- 
tion growth docs influence society's development, 
it doe* nol determine it. Nor docs the level ol 
social development depend on jiopulalion den- 
sity, li is impossible to use population growth to 
explain why one socio-economic system is re- 
placed by another. 

Population growth itself depends first of all on 
the type of social system, it cann ot be regarded as 
a purely biological process of human reproduc- 
tion. Not only nature, but also socict> influences 
population growth, This is why a family ilocs not 
alwav* have as many children as die mother 
o»ukd give birth to. Reside*, not all children born 
live to grow up. This is not onlv due to biological 
fetors either. Much depends on the social system 
and I he type of existing social relations. 

Karl Marx said Lhat there is no abstract law o 
population in society which is invariable toe all 
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He himself formulated the law 
under capitalism and 
thai wanar jmJu a ting the rates of pop u- 
j,s tfc. CAfHUiriin at the same time 
a fdMnseJr wptifiuous population in the 
of an aubv of unemployed who r.onse- 
of the means c>T ex 1st tint :e. 
' of tcchnokagr and automation in produce 
under capita Hw muhiis the negative conse- 
of the opet aikai of this (aw. 
Under socialism, the liw of peculation is char- 
by the fall and ratirma l employment of 
working population and its systematic disrrih- 
and growth, because the development of 
lucikin and ici\ sTTvcs the interests of the 
>ic. and concern for impir»ving ibe people's 
rlfare is an essential aspect of govermnerii 

}1 course, under socialism, problems concern- 
various population processes do arise as well. 
*■ example, in several socialist countries rhe 
rth rale lias dropped sharp)} and the rates of 
mlation growth have fallen. Migration of the 
»pulatian over the country's ten-iiary and from 
countryside to rhr towns does not always rmn- 
lc with the interests uf the economy and society. 
Bui socialist society can purposcftdlv control 
spulation growth processes, and indeed imple- 
entsmaxiv measures to attain this. In the Soviet 
Jiiiim, thr German Demm-rntic Republic and 
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elsewhere, families with many rhildren nxave 
Special alluwancc*, irridthers arc gran Led lone pre- 
natal and postnatal paid leave, etc To i.hanncl the 
bow i)l population into tine regions where it is 
needed, various benefit* w provided there lor 
workers,. Socialist society aims- to regulate in a 
comprehensive way conditions which del ermine 
liic settlement Oi 'people throughout the touittry's 
lerrimry, migration, birth rate changes., the edu- 
cation and mialificarion structure of the popula- 
tion i )i' se pa rate emotion in regions, empluuneiu hi 
social production, etc. 

At present, mankind has entered a stage in 
which demographic problems have bmimc par- 
ticularly important, 

Qif&t recent decades, an amazingly rapid 
grow ill ul the world' s population has taken place 
the. population explosion. During the fust 
himdu.d millennia, of man's existence the world 
was populated by only a tew million people , lov a 
sa.i v Ibtig lime the number gTSSW quite slow l\ , and 
in i In; 17oi century was only SOU million. Then 
ihe. growth rate increased xharpW. Over the last 
diree ;ind a hah" cent uric-s the world's population 
has increased fivefold. In 1950, ihcrr were about. 
2,500 million people in the world, and Ludav 
there htc over l,b00 million, which means that 
die world's population has almost doubled over 
die lust thirty-odd vear.s. The acceleration of the 
pUputotlttH gTOWlli latfc is primarily explained fey 



tact that, while the mortality rate in rieve.lop- 
tountrics, especially among children, has on 
i whole heen i ailing, the b trill rate, far from 
jpping, often reached the biological maximum. 
L'nucd Nations experts have calculated that by 
e year 2000, the Earth*! population will reach 

XK) million. According lo some estimates, there 

1 be 1 ,300 million people in China. 950 million 
India, 350 million in the Soviet L'nion, $M 
ion m the. USA, 250 million in Pakistan, and 
millioti in \jgeria. 
At present, developing i ountries account for 90 
cent of the overall population growth on 
h. There is a profound gap between ihe $om - 
Bg growth of the population, and hence the 
ume of requirements, in these countries, on the 
hand, and die level of their production, on 
other. The problem of providing enough food 
energy resources and work places lor ibis vast 
Slumber of people is becoming more and more 
[ar.nle. Ciieat difficulties often are**:. Bm it- would 
be incorrect io think that the widespread famine 
hich exists on Earth is merely the result of rapid 
pulation growth. 11 is essentially die harsli 
aty of colonialism and rhc result of die polities 
imperialist countries which are spending enor- 

OUS sums on the. arms race. In India., for enom 

[pie, food shoitaiie* tan eliiellv be explained by 
Uie fat l that I he British i ulouialists held back the 




country for decades and obs) rutted the manufac- 
ture of agricultural machinery, the establishment 
cjf a mineral icrrili^t' industry, and other indus- 
tries necessary tor increasing agricultural ourpur. 
Repeated food crises in some Central American 
countries ar e caused by their one-sided speoalis:*- 
tion in growing bananas, a situation Irnm which 
the US monopolies alunc arc profiting, and which 
has made the ' banana republics" dependent on 

fond inniorts. , . 

The eliminatton of all consequences of colonial- 
ism is the main condition for improving the food 
situation in the developing countries ol &aa, 
Wtra, iutd L*tin America, these problems can 
be rVindamonaily resolved through the compre- 
henwv*' ranomir and culmr*! dnrfopmcnt of 
these countries, thr provision of *rork for rhr ahle- 
bodicd population, and the elimination of i J Jiu r- 

.At the same rime, taking into account the 
urgency of the problems already lacing develop- 
ing countries, ii would he erroneous to deny the 
need far an extern** denvH»raphic policy. 
Several countries mnu think about slowing down 
iheir population growl* and stabilising its size, 
Sprn ji leguiaaon and government measures can 
be applied to control population processes, 
This kind flfgncnnou polirv is being followed 
in India, China. Pakistan. Tunisia, Turkey, and 
elsewhere. 
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ty bourgeois' sociological theories distort 
essence and direction of demographic pro- 
Marxism ron.siders it necessary to expose 
i, and to suggest effective ways of dealing 
the problem? involved, 

was a distorted view ol demotpapii ic prr?h- 
diai gave rise to \laldiusianmn find nen- 
lusianisui, the most appalling trends in 
315 sociology. The English bourgeois eco- 
Malthus (ltith-rarly 19di century) put 
ml the reactionary idea that the workers 
themselves to blame for their hunger. 

and all other misfortunes, became the 
rate among ihem was W too high. Neither 
italist exploration nor colonialism were in 
way to blame. Marx gave the he 10 this in- 
istcnr anil reactionary theory in Cafnl/lL and 
expensed ii U\ "The Working Class and 
-Ma/fJuisianism". Engefs described MaJlhit- 
ijsm as a "Vile, infamous theory ... hideous 
memy against nature and mankind* 1 . 1 
lalthuss ideas are widespread in modern 
teois sociology, though in a somewhat 
ued Ibrcn. Recently, a considerable number 
| works by his adherents have been published, 
as Road w Sum!a>. by William Vngt and 



■ Frederick Fn^ck "Outline-, of a C-ilique of Political 
■omv", jjj: Karl Marx. Frederick Faignls, Colltcted Warkf, 
i 3, 1976. p. 1-11. 
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ttfj^am ttmb bv Paul Ralph Lhrlirfi. T1k| 
of these bouks Claim thai i:vl-u now ihurJ 
bnononujti food tor cvrtyoiic in »hr wmlil, .nidi 
that • gownl humiTi^ k imminent. 3" a result ol 

whkh hundreds of millions of people Witt die! 
Frrat-dav Malthusiaiiists believe tbarl 

humanity can only be saved from dcai.li by starJ 
vatimi through compulsory B*S*s sterilisation, \rM 
withholding medical aid tie* increase the mortality! 
rate, bv distontinniru* cconomit assistance tdj 
d r veli jping countries, and rveii b\ thcrmomidea ■ 
war. Marxists reject these theories and call tor J 
struggle for social progress, for increasing lull 
expectancy anil for peace and happiness for all 
people. 

If ihey «rr about it in earnest, people will hi 
lime learn to control the birth rate. Yet a radical 
solution to all demograpliic problems is only posl 
sible on die basis of profound socro-rronomici 
political and t u l w m k cbaogc. 



5ociol Being 

and Social Cu«wji|iW^ 

The fundamental piiucy fc offcatorical material! 
ism. expressing in *r*t the cmcactr of thr malel 
riaJistview o iTikwry. *he people's social 

being determines, ill HjM consriouilicss. ThJ 
form iila contain* aa ■ i ■ rr to the basic cmestio j 
of philosophy with respect » society. As is wcl| 
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d*c gnaL fundamental question oi any 
t» tlsM uf the relationship between 

»»d tti iB fan g , what, should be considered 
~». as thr world ^ basis,— Lhe spiri I or mat- 
■^■■S <* linn ininiicis? The answer lu ibis 
d»>de» the prmio6ophii^ of nil limes into 

large opposing taBpr-maiei iaibii and idcai- 
**Sincr man liiEim m general explains con- 
as the outcome of being, and not con- 
\ ihen materialism a> applied 10 ihv social 
of mankind has u> rxplain social consciousness 
tbr outcome of social being." 1 
S«iaiheui£ is the materia! relations of people to 
TP and to one anc tthcr v> Inch emerge togcdier 
the establishment of human s*jciely and exist 
mdently of consciousness. "The fact that 
live and conduct your business, beget 
ren r produce products and exchange them, 
rise ro an objective!} necessary chain of 
ts, a churn ot development, which is indepen- 
nl your .tnt-ta/ consciousness, and is never 
*cd by l lie latter completely,." - 
Social a>nsdoumi>is is (he views , ideas and 
:ries (political, legal, philosophical religious, 
.;, and the soeial psychology of* classes, nations, 



V J- r.f fiiri, "K,irl A1uj.\". (,'«f>WJ/n/ U'ontr, Vol. 2], 

T >, p, 55. 

% '• '<•:•••' ••>. "VfiUrriaasm mid Kui\tirituCriih , isw". 
cad H'oiLi, Vol, I I, JLI77, p. 335, 
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MMl other historical] v iormed groups of people. 

Social bang determines people's social con- 
Tinawiim. ITus means that new social ideas do 

■ot CBcrfc in society by accident, but arc a rc- 
» »« *■» » of those changes that occur in society's 
■Mf i nl fife: aggravated socio-economic contra - 
ifcrfimij. vital material tireds, etc. 'Thus the 

mtm liuli it view of his retry itself did not come into 
being just l>e cause Marx ami Faigcls were born, 
bul because capitalism's contradictions liecatjie 
more acute and the working class needed a revo- 
lutionary theory . Radical change? in social being, 
in people's material life cause correspond ing 
changes in their social consciousness. Thus, in 
socialist countries the socialist transform a I ion nl 
Tmall walr peasant economy fan rimy r- implc- 
mrofrti on co-operative principles. The life and 
v«ork of the peasantry in production work collec- 
tives, ilbrmerly everybody worked on individual 
(arras bring about radical changes in their view-; 
and psychology: they become collectivism inter- 
oafkmaltst, and socialist. 

Thr relation between social being and social 
consciousness represents a natural 1;-lw. 

Recognition thai wxiffftji^R uftVwOjnnertt is gov- 
erned by laws is an essential aspec t of the materi- 
alist conception of history. Philosophers before 
Marx held thai objective laws operate only in 
nature. In their opinion, society has no law? but is 
ruled by chaos and arbitrariness, bveryrhing 



by list will of Cod or great persons 
a rrali , etc. Marx and Kngels 
drsdopment is a natural histo- 
i- e_ * process operating in accor- 
1Mb 41 ii Mi objective laws. 
B *° fdwai dc\-- I'praeriT arc existing. 

•sc^.-rmt links between the 
<d axial lot. One such law is the 
I Se^sai eotzs>-.-uj>iieiH upon MK-raf 
laws, such as the Jaw 
roJe of the mode of pro- 
«f iBHr lii l bcacfio in i he hie Of SO- 

ence of production 
•o die in rl and daoocr of the produc- 
and the law of the class *truggic as the 
fixce of social development in antagonis- 
ahcHis. 

objective nature of the laws of nodal devel- 
I is based on the fact that they operate in- 
dy of die will and wishes of people, in- 
tiy of whether or not people are aware 



•ever, the laws of history are different from 
f of nature, above all in the way they operate, 
al laws art; manifested in the action of 
spontaneous forces, while in history one is 
of people who possess a will and con- 
and who set themselves certain eon- 
ily determined objectives. The laws of his- 
are therefore- the laws of human activity. 



so 
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Peopic cTtatt their own history, but not arbitrar- 
gy t gr jf thai own whim. Their activities are 
b? ^wific conditions and opportunities, 

generation +»« »^4**»^ WpI 



social 



of production development and F^ihng 
LSdon.. People have to fulfil 
bv the objective course of social devetopmcm, 
reiving on the means they have at then- d^osaL 
For example, tfe people of a certain t*un«r have 
thrown off colonial oppression and started build- 
ine a new Ure. However, they cannot ignore the, 
objective level of the development of production 
{often quite low; t inherited from the past, ana a 
great many other factors and specific conditions 
which are not dependent on them. The political 
consciousness, determination and revolutionary 
ardour of people have a great role to play in th 
historical process. Yet, in the final analysis, the 
material factor, i. e. t the material conditions o 
the life of societv, i& decisive in the course of socia 
development. 



The Mode of Production 
As the Materia! Foundation 
of the Life of Society 

The formulation of the materialist conception 
history necessarily presupposed the elucidation ol 
the role played by the production of materia 
benefits in the life of society. 



Marx and Engels proceeded in their theorv of 
ty from the nmpler and clear fact that bcA«x- 
e can engage in politics, philosophy, an, 
P> dicy must have food, clothes and a roof OVfT 
tfceir head j i, c, their vital needs mus[ be saiis- 
Bed. And to possess lift-'* necessities one ha? to 

jproduce ihem. 

Therefore the production and continuous rc- 
uction of material benefits is an indispens- 
condiiton for society's existen.ee and develop- 



in the process of producing material benefits 
jple make use of different implements of 
>ur, such as die plough, the axe, lathes, and 
:bines 7 the energy of water, wind, steam, elec- 
ity, the atom and various materials such as 
stone, metal, plastics, etc, Ah that people 
to produce material benefits, be it work im- 
mems 'machines., mechanisms, instruments;, 
iliary means (industrial premises, roads, 
Is, energy, fuel, chemtcalsi, or objects of 
>ur (ores, timber, plastics), constitutes the 

of production, 
So machine or material or energy can produce 
''thing by itself. They arc used through man's 
sur activity. The means, of labour and die peo- 
who set them in motion through their skills, 
jriencc and knowledge are called the pro- 
:tive forces of societv, Lenin said that the 
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working people arc the primary productive lore* 
rtf wiriefv 1 

in the process or production people ncccssanf jj 
..•rncr ee< rain relations-- pr' »'.' i.m i' 'Jj rcla lions. Thq 

stdducm form mi0A m$? s 3 

nature and show what resources people use uj 
produce thine*. Production relations are tbosti 
which arise beween people in rhe process of pro 1 
dueiion, dwtribmiun. frxchan^ and consumpj 
tion. The main element of production relations 1 
- . ui- ..... -.e j.-. ■^<L'u«'b.c«i. XKare. ar™ 

two major types of if: private and public! 
Capitalism, for example, is chiefly charactcriscJ 
by the fact thai factories, transport, etc., arc ihJ 
propcrrv of capitalists. Public ownership of rhJ 
means of production is typical of socialism! 

The productive forces and production relation! 
together comprise die mode of production cl 
material benefits. It is by the mode of productmil 
dial various historical epochs differ from onl 
another. There have been live successive modes rl 
production of material benefits: primitive-enm! 
munal. slave-owning, feudal, capitalist, and com! 
munisc (the latter has. two stages, socialism an J 
communism proper!- J 

Marx and Engtls discovered the law ot tlM 
determining rolr of the mode of production <M 
I w V 1 Lenin "Vint AU-H-ussift Confer ta AJ«| 

p, 3tH. 
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the life of Ror.irty, They 

of prodncrion is rhnriic 

tty quilt- deluusr social pnenusncna. Or- 
*ociaf structures arc fnrmrd in ronformiiy 
the existing mode of production; the people's 
of life also depends on it; even social 

iousness, i. e. the prevalence of certain ideas 
sty, is actually determined by the mode of 
lucrum of ruainrial benefits. Thus, the parasi- 
way of life typical of the exploiter class was 
of the question under the primitive-corn - 
aJ mode of production I as the level of deve- 
em of the productive forces was very low, 
jfbod> had to work hard in order to survive, 
ther example: under capital ism or the feudal 
e of prod Lie Lion, ihe elimination of class dis- 
ions could not lake place" this process can 
occur in the communist formation, because 
to be preceded in material terms by the 
blishment of public ownership of the means cut" 
'uetion. 

mode of production of material benefits 
rmincs the course and direction of historical 
lopmeni. When the mode of production 
tges. society as a whole undergoes a change, 
rclore, the history of social evolution is : above 
thr history of successive modes of produc- 
ers 1 then, does production itself develop and 
modes of production of material benefits re- 
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pl.ce one another, causing radical change, i» 

**Tteraov of change and development of the 
mode of production ihould be sought in produc- 
tion itself, and not outside it. 

There is a certain logical dependence between 
the two sides of the mode of production - the pro- 
ductive forces and production reUuons-witn tnc 

former plaving the dominant role. Productton 
£fij are not formed accidentally, or b> 
vhim, but depend on the character and le ve oJ 
dev^pment of me productive forces, thm.^j 
d e r he primitive-comrnunal system, pnnu ttd 

Xf laU and the iow M^f*^ 

forces made people J^^Sg, etc. 

animals, prepare plot, of ^« » r 5ur . 

Without tins people would simpiv nw 

vived, at that time. ^ 

Tli unity of thr- productive forces and prodUC 
tion relations within the framework of one modd 
of production docs not exclude contradiction! 1 
between them, These are caused by the fact tha 
the productive forces and producdon rclati" 

change in different ways. 

Production ie not static, but constantly 
velops and improves. And the productive fore 
are the more dynamic element. Wishing to pr 

A^Ge marc ami tt&kc ttittlr work easier, penpl 

wrcpew*. "&* VTOtTumwts of \aV>our, accumula 1 
experience and c«n\* 



substantial even within one mode of production. 

Production relations are more stable. They also 
undergo some change, but ihey essentially remain 
the same within the given mode of production. 
For example, during the existence of the capitalist 

mode of production the productive forces have 
considerably changed and grown, but the essence 
B capitalist production relations has remained in- 
tact. As before, they are based on private owner- 
ship and exploitation. And the bourgeoisie do 
everything in their power to preserve capitalist 
production relations. 

Contradictions arise between the new produc- 
the forces and old production relations- They 
become acute and cause conflict, as a result of 
Which contradictions are exacerbated in vmnou. 
Ehcres of the life of society and, above all, in rela- 
uLu between classes. The replacement oi old 
luction relations with new ones becomes an 
itia.1 requirement of social development, 
cr or later, this conflict is resolved m the only 
possible: old production relations are re- 

ccd by new ones in rhe course of social 
volution. 

Nowadays » capitalist production relations l.pn- 
,te ownership of the means of production and 
ivatc capitalist appropriation ) have come into 
flirt with and begun to impede the devclop- 
:nt or the productive forces. The fact that there. 
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proves that the main productive force of society- 
the working people -is not being used, and more- 
over, it Is frequently being worn away and deval- 
ued. The reason lie* in capitalist production 
relations, and primarily in private ownership ol 
the means of production. 

I he scientific and technological revolution has 
aggravated the conflict bctwren the productive 
forces and production relations under capitalism 

still further. . 

Thr contemporary scientific and technological 
revolution began in the mid-20th century. This is 
a radical qualitative change in the prnducuvc 
forces of society and the entire culture of mankind 
Wm* from the combination nt a revolution xn 
Smcc and a revolution in #*Zm*c& ** 
the development of science into a direct produce, 

tive force of society. J 
The scientific and technological rcvolutton id 
characterised by WW* proves as automation, 
die spread of electronic computers and method 
of their application to various held* oi man 
practical and cognitive activity; radical ehsui* 
Li the MM* industry- inc use o* nudcar and 
oiher promising ivpc* oi' energy; the products 
of synthetic materials posing desned proper 
ties; intensive space exploration; etc. 

In capitalist society, the scientific and reeling 
logical revolution serves to aggravate capitalism 1 
u.'lu-rcm wuitriunetions and gives rise (O HC 
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ones, exposing increasingly dearly the bank- 
ruptcy of capitalist production relations. The 
growth of unemployment, the gradual destruc- 
tion of the environment and the one-sided de- 
•velopmenrofthc productive forces due to militari- 
sation arc snmc of the negative phenomena 
which accompany the scientific and technological 
revolution and are caused by private ownership 
of the means of production and the selfish inter- 
ests of capitalist monopolies. 

Military monopolies with interests in the arms 
race and in increasing tension in the world have 
brought mankind to the brink of a thermonuclear 
catastrophe, which threatens to destroy the pro- 
ductive forces ofsocier> and unnihiiate all life Oil 

Earth, 

Replacement of capitalist production relations 
with relations based on public ownership of die 
means of production has become vital for social 
development. Socialism is not a whim, not just an 
ideal cherished \>\ a certain group of people. 
Socialism today is an urgent requirement of social 
development as a whole. 



Chapter Two 



society 
and socio-economic 

FORMATIONS 



What Is Society? 

As materialist dialecticians, Marx 
and Engels criticised previous 
abstract notions of society as some- 
thing which had remained qualita- 
tively unchanged throughout 
human history. They stressed the 
need for a specific historical 
approach to the study of society, 
i. e,, for singling out the successive 
qualitatively distinct stages of its., 
development. This is not to say. 
however, that Marxism rejects the 
idea of society as such, 

Human society is the highest 
stage in the evolution of the mater- 
ial world, the highest form of the 
motion ot matter. Krtgcls thus cla^ 
sUied the forms of the motion ot 



wti toon ■rnwrew i >oN r , 
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I) 

biological; 5 



I 2) physical; 3) chemi- 
coei&L Thus, the life of 
» the highest, form of the motion of 
and lakes shape >■ me baai d all the pre- 
forms. 

a part ctf the snwcri*l woria vfi»<*> 
off from nature and* a historically de- 
form of human Hfe. 
ia a system, the main elements ctf which 
people. Man is the subject of the Jmtorical 
Without man, mere it no loeiety. The 
ce of society is, above all, the emergence 

. But society should not be understood as a 

conglomerate of people. The various proc- 
within social life, in which man's activity is 
kd, such as material production, class 
e, etc., arc also an integral pan of society, 
the course of their activity people are in- 
in various social relations (material and 
ical), which arc also an important com- 
t of society. 

finally, a major element of social life is the 

and cultural values man has created in 
course of history, such as technology, art, etc 
3 jtn&lysing society as a *\%tera, its baste 

stand out as relatively independent struc* 
formations: I) economic, 2 social: 3 polit- 
and 4} intellectual The economic -sphere 
process or material production, the system of 
c relations, etc. i has already been consid- 
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eit*i in the preceding chapter J the social, political 

and intellectual spheres will be dealt with 
below. 

The Socio-Economic Formation. 
The Basis arid Superstructure of Society 

Man, mmM tJw j£##f as jl 

materialist and a dialectician. He saw to ail 

g nfajo Africa! periods in ^/^Mj 
charactered by a qualiuuivd y M 
economic, .ocio-politic*l and rcla 
tt*^, ^ well as by definite, Laws typical of a given 
period He called diem socio-economic torma- 
tions, thus iiiiroducms the term and concept . mio 
sociology. Whereas the category /society 
?x presses the specific character ol social UK SB 
comparison with nature, the. category "socio- 
economic loniidUDiv' expresses die peculiarities 
of different stages of social development. The; 
socio-economic formation, according to Marx 
and. fcugehi, i» "a society at a da finite stag! 1 hhtori- 
t«4 (fei/tfapfflfW, a SOCiClY With a peculiar, riisdnc- 
dvc character".' 



' Katl Marx. "Wi^t Latatur Mtd CapttaV. in- Karl 
Maxx. Fiu-driicV. E*g&< Cofltctid Works. ViiLS, I**??, p. :>i2. 
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Marx elaborated his theory of socio-economic 
nnations in Wage Ltbm ad Capital. A Contnlm- 
m to tk Critufut afPdted Eammy. CapdnL etc. 
i/V^at the Friends of the People Are and 
fc* rhey Flfcht the Social-Democrats ' Lenin 
PBie that in Capita! Marx "shmv t-d the whole 
^Hialisi social formation to the reader as a living 
lias— with its everyday aspects, with, the actual 
icial manifestation of the class antagonism in- 

Bdlt in production relations, with thr bourgeois 

Hfciical structure that protects the rule of the 
bpialist class, with the bourgeois ideas of liberty, 
penality mid so forth, with the bour^eoU family 
fciauomhipM , '. J 

i In the structure ol each soiau-econumic iorroa- 

Bvi there are main formative elements, above all, 
Ifre basis and the superstructure of society. 

. The bash is the system of production relations. 

Ik The superstructure is the system of political, legal. 
Lkiosophical. ethical, aesthetic and religious 

Heb, similar ideological relations, and the cor- 
MBpraxling institutions. The supcrstrucmre com- 
Kfacs the state, political parlies, the church, etc, 
[ Each society has its own specific basis and the 

^^BtGsponding superstructure. 

Relations between die basis and the supcrsuue- 



B L Lenin, "\Vh»i ll>* Tricot. ..t ilwr PeofJ f * Kt* »nA 
Vs F>«b.t the Sf^iairDpnwcrttr . QBtfBi Works. Vrt 
pp 141-42. 
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cure are governed by laws. The basis determines 
the character of the superstructure. If the basij 
undergoes a change, ao does the superstructure. 
However, while dependent on the basis, the 
superstructure also has its own influence on the 
latter, The role of ideas, the state, political parties 
and other superstructural phenomena in the life 
uf society is enormous. For example, the bour- 
geois state has an important role to play in pro- 
tecting capitalist property and defending exisfing 
relations. Revolutionary theories and the political 
parties guided by these theories accelerate histori- 
cal progress. 

Recognition of the fact that the basis is prime.. 
With respect to the superstructure promotes th' 
materialist resolution of the fundamental ques 
tion of philosophy concerning society. It explain 
L vU mndp ' of production fundamentally 
, n« 8* LtSrJ .of social life, and demon 

society are interconnected. 

The basis and the superstructure are the chu 
structural elements of the formation. They a 
specific in each formation and it is owing to the 
that stages of social evolution differ from on 

^Xfav other phenomena, besides the aforen.cn 
JS%2 & socioeconomic forma 

tion, e. g certain historical communities ot pe 
pie fclan. tribe, nationality, nation), classes an 
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gersocjal groups, the family, everyday life, etc, 
^though it would be a mistake to include rhem 
■ the basis or superstructure, they do belong to 
k formation, and differ qualitatively from one 
tenauon to another. For example^ in' tne primi- 
^e-communal formation peopk- lived in ciai* 
■d tribes. In class precapitalist formations 
gtiooalltics exist Under capitalism, nations are 

Eg ^SSS?*" ln devcl ^P cd socialist 
lhe U&SR /> ***** historical communi- 
r-the Soviet people-has emerged. 

^ sum total ot heterogeneous social phenomena 
have come together by accident! MaJ2 
cats tne socio-economic formation as an inre^rtd 
Ipnism, in which all phenomena arc organic 
fclly linked and interact directly nr mrtit'ricr.ly, 
lie chief migrating dement which binds them 
U into a single whole Is the t T »«de of pr.rfuctK,n 

[ material benefits. 



■story of Society 
M the Successive Replacement 
sf One Socio-Economic Formation 
by Another 

ft s fi ^=^r-r^ 

!po£ of the Asian mode ot production .and the 
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co^pc^g ^lionl, bavins in mind diel 
unit,™ ch^actrr of die emergent and develop- ■ 
mem of the first class societies in sever al Oriental ■ 

countries. I 
Tfe ynrtiw nmtmunii! system was die first socio-l 
CL r .". ~_: ~ '-"J. Hitiuan hisinry began vvir>i 
man separating himself from the animal kingdom™ 
and aofuinng some specific human leaiure&.H 
At that time implements wen' very simple andfl 
ianperfect — a suck.,, stone axe, bows and arrows ,M 
etc. People learned 10 make lire, which was ofl 
exceptional importance for mankind's evolution. M| 

The onlv kind of traction used at thai stage wJ 
man's muscular strength | later on came the! 
domestication of animate)- Labour skills, and! 
mam* experience and knowledge of the worldB 
were vcr\ primitive. II 

Relations between people corresponded to thiS 
extremely low level of the prod ur.ti.ve forces. Hieifl 
were based on communal ownership or die mftanM 
( production and relations of co-operation an« 
mutual sss&mm resulting from it. Became of cne| 
low development of Lhr productive forces people* 
could only oppose elemental forces by jomt cuon* 
1Lv..-i ythlms they procured was shared equally! 
1 hey haw] jv»l ciiim^h products to survive. I her™ 
was no surplus product which some could Lak<j| 
awav from othet*. Hence then:- was no exploit 

vadou or economic mwpi&YrtY m primitive 

society. 
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People lived m communities farmed Oil u*K 
iciple of coiisatiguinii). Tltc>, were ruled by 
torn and Lradiiion. Naivr religious beliefs 
ied among; them. 

ae primimwjmmuna! formation chained 

df.vchiptfti vciy alowh , ft existed river ICllN of 

Band* of years and disintegrated because of 
;volution of the productive forces of «i K -irt> , 
stone and w< widen loots people moved over 
it-ud one*. The\ accumulated labour t-xpe- 
x. The. social division oi labour took place ; at 
stock-breeding separated from land -rilling, 
handicrafts became an independent bran eh 
rodnction unaking of lahour implements, 
mis, clothe?, footwear, err.}. The exchange 
n ducts of labour developed. There was no 
mt an> need for u joint economv. *o elans 
down into I'umilieiSs each family becoming 
lepemletu economic unit. A surplus product 
tared: now & worker could produce more 
he needed to survive This dw»U$l ihe pcwwi 
of exploitation. Economic inequalhv 

rami. Those who were impoverished and 
ime economically dependrni on iheir 
ie.n or fellow tribesmen wcte turn e d into 
>. Prisoners of war became another sourer of 
basing; the number of stavtrs. I'&e clan ami 
iUfe^^^^^U^BkWit^ Vcti.dv.i^. etai« "id mhv. 
■I*, prints, etc.-liec3i.mi.- tV»- iii-v '»•*■•.. 

ft****"* ****** ***** 
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tions in this system were based i>n the slave 
owners' private ownership not only of the mcar 
of production, but also of the lahourer, the slav 
himself- This nature of production relations -.m 
dctmnincd bv the Level i»f development of il 
prodnctivc forces, which was high enough lor & 
Mergence of surplus product and cxpioitauo 
«t frill so low thai it. was only possible to cxplo. 
labourers by reducing their const] iitption to t 

minimum. mil ,„ 
Instead of relations frf co-operanoo ami mum 
assistance. tvpical of primitive society, relation* 
^ohalion'Took root it, the 

i. e. domination or one part o< society ov 

d*S . 3*** in all * g 

,lave-e™ners- appeared { pnnnuve-commun 
M&My had no classc* - 

lu order 10 keep the exploited masses i.ti 
majority of people) in obedience and proLcct pi, 
vsLUr ownership and exploitation, the state a- 
tav.- vccto i.**ta bitched with various organ*, of coc 
ciom the army, courts of law. die administrati 
apparatus, etc. 

Substantial changes also took place in soci 
conRriousncsis. Contempt towards manual labo 
spread among exploiters whit regarded it the fa 
of people of a lower sort; philosophers of r 
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^ attempted iheored rally to substantiate 
inequality, etc. 

^^otj lift i r >n rrJafioru in ' J.i , t . iw 1 1 ta«& ^i>pfetj (if 

tin extent served to promote the develop- 
of the j i inductive tintr*. Application of the- 
ir of vasi rfrmie-s of slaves made it possible to 
large projects such as waterworks, huge 
igs and n>ads. A new iurm ul division of 
emerged with intellectual labour being 
itt'd from manual labour. At that dme it 
progressive phenomenon, because the libcr- 
nf sunte people from parrit ipau'ii^ directly 
odueunn created opportunities for the rapid 
lpmem of science, the arts, etc. Later mi. 

ip t the possibilities provided by slave-own- 
roductioo relations were exhausted and ihey 
10 impede ihe Further development of the 
luctive fortes; The slaw -owners, with the 
ip labour of their slaves at their disposal, did 
pry to improve die instruments ol production, 
slaves had no interest in this cidicr. Indeed, 
dave himself, as the chief productive force of 
tty, was degraded by inhuman exploitation, 
further development of die productive 
req tared the re placement of slave-owning 
uions by new ones. 

msings by skives and the poorest sections oi 
(-population and raids by ncightsouring tribes 
the downfall of thr dave-owning system. A 
lbrmation feudalism - emerged in its place. 
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Tk Formation, M 

u«i relations were fc#d on the feudal U** 
of «% -an, of pro— 

& various duties for their lord. M^am 
dine, in feudal society peasants and 
X, owned personal property then mdrvidua 
E**ta worktop.. The MA .after tu iMbn 
their feudal dude*, worked on tor own plots . 
Land and were interested in improving Lhc imp) 
merit* and forming methods. 

feudal production pslaUpJW l»W*ve Wi ' 
material interest of the direct producer m l 
results nf his labour; created f$* opportunmt 
for developing the productive forces. Agrtculutr 
produetirm was being improved .and more w 
fcfta done to improve soil fertility, fraflc a 
crafts developed, tbWia expanded and tgnp 
, (1l iwmir. political and cultural re litres. 

The feudal mode nf production determined I 
specific features . of all utfiiai aspects of the life 
society. 

In the feudal lormarion. the main classes we 
The teudaJ lords and the peasants. RcJatio 
between dtcm were an tagonistic since they we 

I>.-»3m1 nn TTTfrorici1s«t.>lc effts& interests. 

Tile State defended the interests of the feud 
toe&B fcs&aS; %iaiesa to pr^-rve arst\ ■MTeiYvi;Aw.-.n tecvd' 



iite ownership. The State apparatus grew 
kedly a£ well as the anny. The church and 
jinn dojninaied intellectual lile in feudal 
:ry. 

s time went by, the development of the pro- 
►'ve Ibices came into conflict with teudaJ pro- 
"on relations and their superstructure. The 
th of industrial production in towns required 
labour market, i. e. workers Tree both of 
ai hondage and of 'means of production. For 
productive forces to develop in agriculture, a 
t material interest as a major economic stim- 
was indispensable, but under feudalism the 
mt spent moM ol' his time working for \m 
, and was. therefore not very much interested 
be results of liis labour. Within the framework 
frudal society, the capitalist - mode of produc- 
graduaHy began to lake shape. Its further 
Iopme.ni, however, was hampered by the 
in . irn: r- of the feudal sjSLCm. Numerous hour- 
revoJutions ensued, vvhich resulted in ihe 

cement of feudalism by a new formation, tilt' 
tahsi one, 

k Capitaiht Fomation. An capitalism stren^th- 
1$ positions, (he productive forces began to 
rapidly. Mechanised industry r merKC d. 
KmiJ uat.uraf forces., snub <v, swam and then 

licity, began to be UMtd as fllfrgV S0UTO3, 
e Jartivries, cxillU-ric's arid mines wcu- Otiny 
SVavs. uivJi fcAvwpta yijvvueti iimi in the. Mini- 
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ftsto *tm C,> m st Party t^iM 

th<- development of fa productive g^™" 
had 2U dune, during all preceding epoch* J 
Inurum history, 

This* wip&i growth of die productive Q$#Mft 
caused by new. capitaliiL production rrlanon 
I liese arc based on private ownership by 
bourgeois class of die means of production and 
the exploi ration of the In hour of liked worker 
who are deprived of die means of production, an 
art- liius compelled loscll their labour power. Th 
surplus v;duc ,i. c, the value created by th 
labour of die hired worker above die value of 1 
labour power i is appropriated gratuitously by d 
capitalist. 

Thus, relations between classes in capital'" 
Society are antagonistic since diey an* based 
exploitation, on the oppression of the proprrryle 
by the propertied. 

Mar\ made a comprehensive analysis oi t 
capitalist mode of production in Capital, his °rf ' 
est work- Hr n - v ;d ..ci die lundamcntal law of \ 
dynamics ol capitalist society, and \hc essence 
capitalist exploitation. He showed rhat the ca 
lafisTs drive lor surplus value determines 
enure dynamics o( the capitalist mode of procfu 
tfnn, including the expansion of production, 
improvement ui' machinery, the intensification 
the exploitation of worker*, the anarchy of pr 
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Auction. (Be heightening of competition among 
capitalists, the deepening of capitalist contra- 
dictions, and a monstrous wasle or social 
•cairn. ' 

' Capitalist production relations (twft economic 

baiis of society) required a corresponding super- 
J»ucnirc. Kfethods of political domination used 
fethe exploiter class underwent a change The 

E t0 vote . was introduced, and the 
Peedoim of citizens and their cqualtiv- before th* 
were proclaimed. At the same time, the 
gnunung working-class struggle and die reac- 
PDOary domestic and foreign policies pursued by 
pc bourgeoisie led to an immense increase in the 
of the state apparatus, in particular of the 
P»*d forces and other means of coercion. 
[Bourgeois ,deas and institutions, used to defend 
■jwrgeois class rule and keep in obedience the 
ploited masses, comprise the dominam parr of 

gc superstructure in capitals ttfciery. Alongside 

md m strong- opposition to bourgeois ideas arises 

fce ideology of the working class, and its trade 

pons and political parties r*k<? &m end 
fcvriop. 

Capitalism is the last exploitative system. As it 
■vances, production Incomes increasingly social 
■ character. Yet capitalist production remains 

■dcr the control of private owners, preservintf 
be private capitalist form of appropriation. This 
► the fund amen lal contradiction inherent in 



n 



capitalism and manifested M*f<* 

2 ndcnnh.lv and the frM W^jJ . 
IS demand. 'Ihe baste -n^^on of gblM 

"SSs'antngonistic co.madkuom give 

.^vohaion t* overthrows the rate ol 
and gJyls birth to a new, communist, forma- 
tion. 

Cutnmumxi Soae-Ei-ttrtomtc riirmali'm- 1 he 
communist socio-economic lormution is n natural 
successor of capitalist society, h ia based on public 
ownership of the brisk means of production and 
envisages the highest level ol material production 
and intellectual development. The final aim ofi 
society's uamformation along communist line? K 
[i? create conditions for the tree and ail-round 
development of each person and society a* a 
whole. 

There arc two successive singes in the evolution 
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the communist formation: *odaTkm and com- 

isrn proper. 
Historical experience has proved the necessity 
, peril kJ of transition ftrqcu cfq»f fai jmii m 
The latter cannot emerge direedv from ca[>l- 
for the difference herween them is loo 
t. '1'he transition from capiialism to socialism 
uires radical qualitative ehanqcs in all spheres 
the Hie of society: ownership, distribution ol 
tcrial and cultural benefits* etc, A whole his- 
ytifl period is needed to effect diese changes 
"ch begins when tfec proletariat assumes polid- 
powcr and ends when socialism has Ix-en 

Socialism il the first Stage of the communisi- 

fcio-economic tbnnaiiou. h is characterised by 
blic ownership of die meant? til! production, a 
med economy, and die absence of cxp lot- 
on ol man by man. Production is aimed at the 
'mum sarisfarbon of the material and cul- 
re(|ufrements of all members ofsorirty. tak- 
into account the existing level Of the pnxJuo 
forccs. 

Socialism emerges as a result of die revolution- 
over tluow of capitalism. Therefore, the level 
"development ol" iechnukiKv and tif pruiluuLiun 
mH\s workers attained under capitalism is the 
fcrtillg pom I fin building a socialist society- 
ialfcm inhwHt, what has been c^»M tNfr 
ere by capitalism, and prvduciion devej 
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further. Yet this level of production is insulfici: 
lor creating an abundance of consumer tjoods a 
fuiiv meeting the requirements of all members 
society. 

Ow characteristic feature of socialism is dist 
buoon according to work done. There is no soci 
group of people under socialism who live at t' 
expense of others and do no I. work ihe/nselv 
Even bod y works, and relations among people 
production are marked by friendly eooperati 
and mutual assistance. 

The principle of socialism states: "From ea 
according to his abilities, to each according to 
work 11 . This means thai socialist society obli 
rath of lis able-bodied members to wo 
conscientiously for the benefit of society to the be 
ofhis ability. Society remunerates him fur his wot 
in .accordance with his qualifications and d~ 
amount and qualii\ of the work done. Pay 
higher for skilled work than for unskilled. 6 
who produces more, receives more. But if an abl 
bodied, person does not work he ha* no right 
receive anything f rom society; -He who does nr 
worls. neither shall he cai M 
There ire two friendly ^ 

warktttg class and the peltry -whi- 
create material values in industry and agrieuku 
m?mvfY. The intelligentsia, the social W 
engaged in skilled mental work, such as i&gftj 
research, engineering and the arts, is consurtrf- 
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»gin numbers. The political life of socictv 
socialism is marked by the leading rnfe of 
%ssr working class and its revolutionary party the 
gCTSl%T development of democracy /and the in- 
■wmenl of ihe masses in social and state 
■faun nitration. 

^As the firsi stage of communism, socialist 
■Oety u not absolutely free from vestiges of the 
Tnc "W iof »n of division of labour is not yet 
prc omc.. and distinctions still persist between 
pyle engaged in intellectual and manual labour 
fcd between town and countryside. Survivals of 
F past are felt for a long time in all spheres of 
■e life of socieiy. Under socialism, a fundamental 
?olution takes place in peopled views, mores 
d customs, and new traits develop, such as a 
w attitude towards work. However, there are 
U people in socialist society who retain the old 
iys and customs, who place personal interests 
ovc those of society, and who arc not free from 
i prejudices. Rebuilding the people's conscious- 
ss on new, socialist foundations Is one of the 
W complicated tasks to be carried out in the 
►urse ol socialist construction. 
The development of die sociatist stage takes 
men longer than could ha\e been predicted. 

Socialism is a developing, improving society. It 
nes through several qualitatively different stages 
l its evolution, such a-.i the building of the 
round work oi stH/.iahsm. die building of socialism 
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m the num. the complete and final triumph 
socialist society, ami die achie venient of de.ve 
oped waaini sorii-ly. Oeveioped srvialist socict 
wa* buih for the first time in the USSR. The pe 
pic of Russia were the first people in the world 
accomplish a socialist revolution and sucu*ssivel 
pass ail the landmarks of building a new society 
In the 1960b and early 1970s, Bulgaria, Czcchr 
Slovakia, iheGDR, Hungary, and Rumania also 
embarked on building developed socialism. 

Developed Hneialism i* not a special stage of the 
communist formation, but a definite period of the 
socialist stage. It is a society where an economic! 
base, a social structure, and a political system 
running on socialist lines have been bully estab- 
lished and where socialism continues ro develop 
relying on us own foundation. 

Society achieves developed socialism by over-; 
mining the low development level of production 
and ell fee ling a market rise in u 'There can be no 
lalk of developed socialism until private owner- 
ship of the means of production and class antag- 
onisms disappear. When antagonistic classe 
cease to exist the dictatorship of die proletariat i 
no longer necessary, and it develops info the 
power of thr* whole j*rr»ple. with i he working elass 
at the head. Marxism-Leninism triumph* over all 
ideological and political trends hostile to social- 
ism, and society becomes united, bound together 
by common goals and kite rests. 
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ould be wrong to imagine that developed 
trn h a society perfect in all respects. The 
us " 'developed" and -mature" socialism 
lhat the new system has manned in eom- 
m with its inirial period, In developed 
st society there remain difficulties, problems 
tasks still iq be carried ouu Developed 
is-m is a prolong historical period ; die 
-t Union is atji die* bcKiuuing «-■!' dux pejiiiud 
1% practice will show hosv long it will combine, 
it specific forms ii will assume, and what 
tef it will pass tli rough. 
| Further improvement of developed socialism 
■o means advancement towards communism, 
jbile achieving communism is. the final goal of 
radical revolutionary I ra information of 
ne <v 

Communism dirtirrs Irom irhdlsm, its lower 

ige. first nl all by rh«* gigancie development of 
productive threes, which hcc.ome capable of 
eating an abundance of consumer goods and so 
ipletuem the fundamental principle of com- 
mnism: "From each according to his abilities, to 
ich according to his needs." 
Under socialism, social ownership of the means 
production has iwo main forms -state and eo- 
■crative: under communism, there will DC single 
.•nership of the whole people. Labour will cease 
d be only a means of subsistence and will become 
primary need, in the same wa\ as the need for 
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foo d, «r and communication with other pcoph 
. TW«*"**3ibc- no classes under communism an 
[distinctions between town and com 
between people engaged in maim 
'■a niuual labour will disappear. There u i 
be no peasantry or working cW>, bin oni 
workers of* communist society, 

The staic will be replaced bv communis! soda 
self-government. Such social phenomena as poli-i 
tics, law anil religion will no longer exist. 

Freed from ••tatcrial concerns-, people wii 
develop all their abilities and i air i its. A short 
working-day will leave them much time tq 
rnpagr in the arts, sport and science. Man wi 
develop under communism comprehensively and 
harmoniously. Intellectual wealth, moral inieg* 
rity, and physical limes? will be blended in him, 
Everything in the world is developing and 
communis i s.ot..iety will not be static either. It w 
develop, improve, and advance further, 




The importance of the Concept 

5oe.o Economic Formation" 
'or Understan ding 

the Historical Process 

Ifh? MarxKi rheorj of die aocio-ccout i mic for- 
mation has great dgnifiuince both fur philosophy 
and tor other social sciences. 

In all the diversity of historical events and 
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feornena this th^ry made it p^iblc to reveal 
"■"""unity of world history. 

fcproce^of ,he evolution of human soeietv i s 
gcnidy varied. Peoples ar,d countries each™ 
B T dmcr,n S "» many respect from 

P° nas made " Possible to reveal similarities 
M a recurrence of essential features and to un- 
fctstand the unity of the historical process. A 
If" ali st country in East Asia, for example, may 
^Kr in many way* from European capitalist 
Inniries like France and Great Britain. But their 
pry- essence, die feature which makes all of them 
fcpiialist countries, i.s the same; private owner- 
Hp of the means oi production, exploitation of 
page labour by capitalists, the anti-popular 
■Cure of the capitalist state, etc. They all belong 
b the same socio-economic formation — capi- 
■ferri. 

[The primitive-communal system is the earliesl 
Betal formation. For the overwhelming majority 
Ppcopks it was recced by a class society. In the 
P»S run all peoples will arrive at communism, 
^ms is the general path of the development of 
Nan kind. However, specific historical rondiuona 
tati considerably change chc social process i'mm 
toun try to country. '[ hroughoui hiatorj, there lias 
leen interaction between countries and berween 
Peoples which have led, and those which have 
lagged behind in their economic development. 
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Thi* i* why wme proplex mils mil certain r"h 

socio-economic formations in choir evolution, l'c 
example, the Slavs, Mongols and several odn 
peoples bypassed the slave-owning formation, 
present many peoples which have not gr.tr 
through the capitalisl formation have opted 
non -capitalist development and are engaged in 
gradual transition to socialism. Today, whs 

socialism has wken nwii in many countries, 'I 
possible for many people* ro rnis> urn l her capita 
isi socio-eennormr formation and move Uivvan 
buildnn; socialism. 

When comparing «ncccssive six io-economJ 
lurmarions, we *ee that they are rungs on the lar, 
der oi historical progress, Lach new socio-eec 
nomir formation surpasses the previous one . 
the development level of the productive ford 
and rulrure. in the degree of freedom, etc. 

The wcio^nnomic formation serves as a uti 
nf the scientific penudisauon of the historic 
process for nil social sciences. In iiudving ihe hi 
toryofany counuy >.aud world history ah well|j 
one should first of all single out the socio-cconuini 
formations ihrough which u has passed. 

I 'he concept historical epoch" has. Iw-en inirol 
dticed to characterise periods of world history J 
accordance widi tlieir leading i rends. 

A socio-economic formation i* always con 
m.cced with a. historical epoch. However tlujy ar 
not identical. F,ach aicial formation k qualitc 



ly different from the others. The epoch is the 
oncal period of rime during which a eeriain 
5e of social development takes place and events 
The epoch tan he a stage hi the devclop- 
it of a .socio-economic formation, or the for- 
Sjti as a whole. For example, there was the 
•ch of slavery and the epoch or feudalism, 
m came the epoch or the establishment of the 
italist forma lion and early bourgeois, anti-feu- 
re volutions, followed by the epoch of (he 
rht of capital km. In the late 19th and early 
i eentuiafet, capitalism moved inn, its higher 
•W SL ' J « C N^Halisin. Thus came the 
mm^mmjm proletarian revolutions. 
K are epochs or iransirion from one socio- 
l^rmc formation to another. We an- at prmma 
tzmmmvl epoch & WOrk{ developrm-nr. 
ng from capiTafWn ro aociuJisn. #tUi com - 
USrri. 'I'Fii.s transition embodies the chief trend, 
main contciil of die contemporary epoch, 
h i.s characterised by die .struggle between 
opposing social systems, by socialist and 
nal liberation revolutions, die downfall of 
per^iistiVj the. collapse of the colonial system, 
be shift towards socialism by more and more 
copies , and by die triumph of socialism and 
imunism die world over. 
Lenin wroie that m order to discover the eon- 
tt of an epoch one has to know which class h 
1 1 rid to ii, ^determining its main content, the 
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main direr! Ion of its development, the main char- 
acteristics of the historical situation in thai epoch, 
etc." 

Central to the modern epoch is the interna- 
tional working class and die world system of 
socialism. 

The essence of the present epoch is closcly 
rclaled to its main contradiction, between social- 
ism and capitalism, h demonstrates on a global 
scale the contradictions existing between labour 
nnd capital. In one part of the world ; the world 
socialist system i the workers dominate led by Hie' 
working class, while the other part of the world: 
idle world capitalist system embodies thq 
domination of the bourgeoisie. 



I V. I. Lenin. "Under a False Flag". M t$* 
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Chapter Three 



THE STRUCTURE 
Of SOCIETY 

AND SOCIAL RELATIONS 



The Concept of Socia/ Structure 

There arc both natural isex, age 
and met) and sonnl distinctions 
between people h'ving in Society 
Lhdilco natural ones, sociai dis- 
tinctions arc the result of die his- 
torical dev^foprn cm. of society. For 
example, class distinctions appear 
when the prim r'dvc -com tn una! sys- 
tem disintegrates and private 
ownership, economic inequality 
and exploitation come into Itting. 

Social distinction* form the ball) 
of die BociuJ ditfcrenriatiuii (divi- 
sion j of society. S cable social com- 
munities (clan, tribe, nationality, 
nation,, family, daa, profession, 
etc.) emerge in diflerau ways and 
in different historical periods. 
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Such communities, have existed in the history r.rfj 

mankind tor hundreds and thousands of ye-arsJ 

The mem important of them ( classes, nation ah lied 

and nations,) act as subject in (.he historical p lXlC -l 

ess r it JS through their activity that major ins [of iJ 

eal events otcur. 

Connccted with one another and mutually in- J 

lerdcp^ndent, these communities form the strucJ 

turc of society. r m I 

Kach soeio-econonafc foroiauua has a specific* 

social structure which is dependent on the mcklda 

of production of material benefits. It alters when 

there is a change in the mode of production^ 

The Clan, Tribe, 
Nationality and Nation 

The. dan and tribe s&MSW! the most ancient forms ofl 
human community. Clam emerged at the sami 
time as man (40 100 thousand years ago).l 
Tlie clan is a communiiy nf blood relations'! 
w$th a common ancestor, and only comprising! 
about 30-50 people. Its chief characteristics arei 
the following: l) a common name after «he| 
founder of i lie clan; 2) a common language; 3m 
common customs and traditions: I'l common rel« 
gioiis rites and beliefs. 

The dan conducted a joint economy based od 
common ownership and equitable d is iri button. Ill 
was headed by a council, which included all tbj 
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li men and v^umen 2nd elected and replaced 
ciders and military leaders; Marriages 
verm members of the same clan were pro- 
iked 

"he clan was a vital stage in thr development 
| mankind, and can see its distinctive 
in rhc fiisTorv of peoples all over the 

Several closely related clans united into a tribe. 
1 was not only based on ties of kinship but 
had a common language and territory, 
ins and tribes existed under the primitive- 
munal system and played an enormous role 
evolution of society. As time went on. how- 
. economic processes outgrew the framework 
i dan and tribal organisation of people 
ch began to impede social development hav- 
beeome historically obsolete. The traces of 
and trivial relations, still m jbe found in cer~ 
countries, are the result of the uneven course 
world historical development. 
The clan and tribal form of community was 
laced by the nationality, which is typical ol 
ciass pre-capitalist societies. As distinct from the 
n the nationality is based not on kinship but 
>ve all on common territory, language And cul- 
■trc. A nationality is also characterised by the 
eak economic ties between its members. 
Nationalities were I tinned in different para of 
World at different historical periods. And as 



What H HtstorrcaP Materialitm! 



iMMpricii c ommun ities of people, they continue tfll 

exnt today. 

Economic iaetors, such as the gradual abolition 
of fcvdal fragmentation and the emergence of a 
«ngk national market, played the decisive role in 
die emergence and development of nations. Thus, 
a common economic life represent 4 . Lhc main ica- 
■C of a nation. Marxism -Leninism sees the 
nation as a stable historical community of people, 
fanned on the basis of a common economic life 
ooaabmrd with a shared language and territory, 
mbo cultural characteristics, consciousness 
ad psychology . 

Nations should not be confused with races. 
RacW distinctions arc external biological eharac- 
tmsncs of people. Tlie emergence of races dates 
hack to the initial stages of the formation of man 
and human society. Human races, d mine- 
con* in the physical feature* of people, emerged, 
in ancient titties, when the forma lion process otl 
modem man was underway. Their appearancej 
was related to the different geographical and cli- 
matic condition^ under which primitive pcoplej 
lived, and to the fact that groups of people 
remained isolated from one another for millennia] 
and die level of development of their produetivej 
force?, wax exi re.rnely low. Racial features ( the cul- 
our of lite skin and hair, the shape of Lhe skull and 
!«>*»-, etc.'i, which formed under these conditions^ 
were of an adaptive and protective nam it 
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migrated and resetded. 
mixed flnHmmcrous racial varieties came 
being. 

earirvi includes three 
racial groups: I Negroid black; ; 2) Cau- 
n (w hite : and 3) Mongoloid (yellow;, 
research has proved beyond any 
[ Acre are mfininctions whatsoever in 
lg, or in rhc intellectual or phys- 
rf people belonging to different 
■cd, XcvcrtfcrfoB. reaeuonary bourgeois idcolo- 
pnHi«a,nW mwrimufic concepts of "super- 
mr~ and ^kifeiMJr^ races, asserting that some 
ncr? are predestined by nature for domination, 
and others, for subordination. 

In the L'SA and other capitalist countries,, 
racial discrimination, or persecution of people 
with skin that is other than white, is widespread. 

Racist ideas always -served the interests of slave- 
«w*Tseis nntl colonialists. Today, bourgeois ide- 
ologists are trying lo prove that the peoples of 
fcmer colonies are psychologically unprepared 
fcr an independent existence, However, even if 
terrain non-white peoples are indeed backward, 
mis is not because of the colour of their skin or hair, 
some bourgeois ideologists maintain, but the 
stilt of the colonial oppression which kept them 
centuries subject to the will of thrir white 
exploiters. 

Now, having freed themselves from colonial 
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Oppression, the. peoples nf former coJonff* 
dependent countries art successful!) developing 
ihett economies and cultures. Particularly 
marked progress is being made by those count ri 
which Kave chosen the socialist path. 

Today there arc two types of nation : capital is 
and socialist; Uie> have contrasting socio-eco- 
nomic fjas.es, class structures., political systems 
and mentalities. 

Capitalist nations were formed with the ernes? 
geuee ofcttpitalism. They are- liasrd economically 
6a the capitalist mode of pmdurtinn .ind capital 
isc production relations. Capitalist nations are in- 
ternally divided into two antagonistic classes thd 
bourgeoisie and the proletariat. There is an inces- 
sant class Struggle: within such nations. Relations 
between capita list nations ai* those of domina- 
tion and subordination; national inequality and 
hostility, mutual disirust and national egoism are 
typical feature. 

In Iwiurgenis ideology and politics the char- 
acter of relations between capitalist nations i 
marked by nationalism. The latler iiianifests irse ' 
in the preaching of national isolation and ll 
cxdusJvencss of a ijiven nation, disirust of at 
hostility towards nlher nations. Nationalism h 
two forms. On die ime hand, ihere is the great 
power chauvinism of the dominant nation, char 
atUirisrcl by a Hcornful attitude towards Oliie 

nations: it Li extremely reactionary and dierefb 
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l§r rcj 'if bv tin- «nrl(inx clnn>— ~l'tix 

' alisrn of oppressed nations, on die other 
display a tendency to fight for indepen- 
and i^aitm imper ialism and therefore the 
tariat supports it- As Lenin wrote i "The 
ois nationalism offttt) oppressed nation has 
al democratic content lhat is directed 
/ oppression, and it is this mntent that we 
itiomUy support.'* 1 The nationalism of some 
Asian and African countries which aie 
g tor their indepetidence belongs to the lat- 
Jtmri. 

QDie progressive tendency in the nationalism of 
ssed nations, however, is temporary 7 and 
ent owing to the temporary nature of the 
rieally progressive rule of the national hour- 
in rhe national liberation movemenL 
iaEi&t nations arc formed under socialism, 
of the nations and national ii iea which existed 
ttpiiali.se society, They are based on economic 
ions of co-operation and mutual assistance; 
'arc nni divided into the exploiters and ihe 
ted,, but ate composed of friendly classes 
social groups that share vital interests and arc- 
by internationalism, 
h nations evist in the Soviet Union and 
socialist eouniri^. In a socialist multina- 
staic, like the Soviet Union, relations 

E I .cum, "The Rajht of Nations <o Seir-i)rtcrmms- 
i Celttettd Wtftii Vol. 20, 1^77. p, -Hi'. 
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bet^en '^nons display two mam eatur^j 
1, development and prospering ol each nai m« 
and 2) <hcir increasing drawing together 
rapprochement. 

Thc rapprochement of nations is becoming trifl 
main tendency, a proces* which is manifested id 
many definite phenomena. The Russian language] 
pjgyj a great role in bringing ihc Soviet people* 
closer together and strengthening rheir friendly 
alliance and unity. According to the latest censuj 
in (he USSR, 153.5 million people named Ru; 
.sran as their native tongue ('of them, I '51,2 mrllio - 
were Russians and Ib-3 million, people ofothe 
nationalities). Besides this, 61,3 million peopl 
staled that they had a fluent command of Russia 
as their second language. And they had learned it 
ol' their own free will. The desire to know Russian 1 
is quite natural for the peoples of die Soviet Ln : 
ion. There are over 100 various nations, nation 
antics, and ethnic groups li%"ing in rh«- I SSI 
each with its own language. To commuuki 
with one another, they have to have a com mo 
language. And Russian has become the language 
of communication lor all ihc.sr peoples. 

With the achievement of developed soeiaiis 
in the USSR, the prospering and drawn 
together of nations wiihin a single socialist sta 
has resulted lit die formation of a new historic 
community- the Soviet people. Xhjfl is not sor 
sorf rrf "supraricition"". but a new social and im 
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Kck and a common culture. 

► The drawing together of nations Will ultimately 
Lid in their merging. However, the merging ot 
laations and the overcoming of distinctions 
Etwccn them is a prolonged process which will 
Km be completed in die near future. Marxists 
Eeiieve that this process should neither be tm- 
< prded, nor in any wav accelerated, 

r Bourgeois nationalism is opposed by proletar- 
ian internationalism. 

Mmemationalism is a fundamental principle of 
Ur ideology and policy of the working class and 
tm party. It embodies the international solidarity 
«f the working people of various countries in their 
•fur against capitalism, for social and national 
■berdiion, and for serial ism and communism. 
I Intcmationulisin has its roots m die eommon 
eias interests nf" the proletariat and the ultimate 
wan of its struggle, irrespective of the stale or 
nationality to which its members belong. It 
■Krged at ihe dawn of the international com- 
hnimst and working-class movement; Marx, 
pngcls and Lenin gave it a theoretical .subst anna- 
ion. Marx and Lin gels also furrruilaied the now 
bxnnus rnrernalionahsi. slogan : "Workers of alf 
■mnrrics, unite!" 

Alongside the concept of proletarian interna- 
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lionalism, Marxists-Lemnislh also make exie.nsiY 
use of the concept of socialist niiernafionalisir 
which is the idea of proletarian mieraarionahs 
developed m reflect modem-da;, conditlor 
Social is l iiitcrnationalLsm extends, not only t 
relations between the proletariats of ail couuirie 
bur also relations between socialist nations an 
nationalities wilhin a multinational socialist scat 

Relations between countries engaged in buil 
ing socialism are also based on the principles 
socialist internationalism. The socialist co 
muriity (jf nations developing within the worlt 
socialist system signifies a new landmark on I 
pad i of t\if. development of mankind and a pnn 
type of the future community of tree peopJ 

All genuine Marxists-Leninists are true an 
ct justs ten r in tema tionalis ls . They pi ace pa r lie u I i 
value on active internationalism and its iinpl 
men la i ion in everyday activities. 

Classes and Class Relations 

In ibmiations where production relations ard 
based on private ownership of the mean? of pro-i 
ducrion, classes mid class relations are the chi 
elements of the social structure, Lenin gave t' 
following definition of classes la his work " 
Great Beginning' 1 ; "{Jl asses are lax^e groups c, 
people drlf errnsr from each other by ihe place dtej 
occupy in a historically determined system ci 
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prcxfucaB.br their relauon (in most cases 
and f minaUi edii law* to the means of pro- 

by thtsrrekcm ibe social organisation oi 
- and, i i <m i|H mN . by thr dimensions ot 
ifaare of social weakh ci which they dispose 
the mode «f M t pm k." 1 

Lenin points nut the chief economic thai'- 
riiies of classes. However, class distinctions 
also manifested in politics, everyday life, idc- 
. etc. Each class has its own political con- 
ess, morality, etc. Ultimately, however, all 
ware determined by crrtnnmie distinctions. 
* arr \hr. most important distinctions of all. 

trios I essential class characteristic is peo- 
relaiion to the means of production. It is this 
def ermines all of her characteristics. ln- 
it is because the bourgeoisie in capitalist 
owns the basic means of production that it 
:riates in the form of profit the bulk of the 
and r.ul lural valurs timt society creates, 
do/riinairs nrH only in die rronnnn'e sphere, 
also in politics and ideology. 
•Recognition of die fact that classes diflcr 
nly in dieir relation to the means of produc- 
leads to exceptionally significant revolution- 
eonclusions. Abolishing classes and building a 
less society involves ihe abolition of private 



V. I. Lenin, "A Gr*-;n lining", CftSftfetf It'ffK!. 

». p. 421. 
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ownership of the means of production and. 
Lenin put it, ''placing all citizens on an equal foo 
ing with regard to the means of production belon 
rag 10 society as a whole", 1 Public ownership 
the means or production forms die economic bas 
of socialism. That is why die demand to social 
the means of production i Jti socialist lines is it 
main point in the programmes of die para 
which are building, or m tend ing to buil 
socialism, 

Classes have not always existed. The way 
which they emerged was dealt with at length 
Engels, in Attt.r.-f)iiJiritig ami The Origin of t 
Family, Private Prof^ly and the Suite. 

En gels analysed the process of the emu rgencc 
classes from the materialist standpoint, I 
proved that the formation of classes deprn 
directly on economic factors and the developme 
of material production. 

Classes appeared in the period when the prior 
tive-cnmmunal system was disintegrating, Tl 
most general pie condition for their emergen 
was' the development of the productive fore 
which brought about a surplus product, di visit 
of labour, exchange of goods and private owne~ 
ship of the means of production. The emergen 
of a surplus product made exploitation possible 

• V t Lenin. "A F.i2ie?<i1 Piti few r of Equality", Cm 
letUA WhtH. Vol 20. p. Ht>. 




air from a person what 
to doom him to death, 
I more than he needed 
and » ifce Miplin product could be 
rd by aukcr person without any 
trace cenxrquenco t&c producer could still live 
■wi, i- e„ he was *bie :« . create more surplus 
^■■fect. The dev rloc— era of forms of exchange 
^mm the growth of labour preductivit) were troii- 
P*w to the emergence of private ownership of 
*ie means of produciKm. As a result, economic 
■eqaahty appeared : some had more while others 
■■rfles*. and still others nothing- at afL The prop- 
^H** 38 became dependent on the propertied- 
h^br earliest class society in history was the 
^P»c-own[rig one. The class of exploiters ihr 
■fcc-owners was initially formed by way of 
■lilting the clan and tribal hierarchy from the 
mot and file within the community, g, priests, 
pfcrn. and military leaders. The exploited class 
ks formed out of prisoners of war made into 
pre, as well as clan and tribe m embers who had 
mBrn into debt. 

Kin different regions of the world classes 
pje-rged at different times and had their own spe- 
Pc features. According to liistorical research, 
it earliest class societies appeared in Egypt and' 
k Middle East countries in the laEe 4th and 
piy 3rd millennium B.C. For the majority of the 
ties classes have existed for several millennia. 
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common rain of the contending classes, 11 1 

Bou recoil ideologists, in timid a Led b\ the class 
fttraggftr of the workers, arc trying to prove that it 
m ! ■ » l and impedes historical progress. 

R timin g these inventions. Marxism-Leninism 
!■ nmTd dur class struggle is inevitable. 

TbetooFrr c£ the class struggle is the contrast- 
ing nature of das* interests. In capitalist society 
tbr iuuiiAU erf" the worker and the capitalist art" 
opposite and irreconcilable. The bourgeoisie as a 
dm ts mtextsted in increasing; exploitation, prc- 
saving the capitalist system and .strengthe ding its 
econoanc and political domination, The working 
dK, by virtue of its position under capitalism, is 

int fiasd in die elimination of exploitation, pri- 

vatr oveorxsfcip and the social oppression based 
on it, and in ihe destruction of the exploiter stale. 

Marx and Engris showed that the class struggle 
is the mom* force behind social development in 
anogiriusdc formations. At a certain stage of 
social evolution, the class struggle inrvkably leads 
to social revolution. And revolution is the peak of 
the dass struggle, when the revolutionary class 
assumes political power and a cardinal change is 
brought about in all social relations, Through 
social revolution, the transition is made from the 

KdXl Sio.i\ at»d Ffcdcritik Kngrlg, "Mii"il«1<j oT the 
Lkumnuum Pari>". in. Karl Marx, Frederick Lnjfcts. Col- 
inttd Wntks, Vol. Gj 1976. P W2. 
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old to a new socio-economic formation, i. e. his- 
torical progress is achieved. A revolutionary class 
■truggle is the only way to earn, nut the urgent 
tasks of social development. 

In each antagonistic formation the fcJaajf 
struggle has its own specific feature* determined 
b> i lie mode of prod union and the class structure 
of society. 

Capital is i socletv is one of profound social con- 
trasts and class antagonisms. Class contradictions 
have become simplified .since, as capitalism 
advances, society is more and more polarised into 
two opposing classes the bourgeoisie and die 
proletariat. The class struggle of the prolrrariat i.s 
truer organised imd developed than die class 

struggle in the preceding formations. 

The earliest form uJ lite proletarian class strug- 
gle is its economic struggle, i. e. protection of its 
'current economic interests | the struggle to obtain 
wage rme.& and improved labour conditions, the 
fight again* i unemployment etc). It is during 
thisstrucgle that trade unions, which are the fii-st 
organisations of the working class, appear. The 
economic struggle is virall\ important and un- 
doubted J y brings positive results, Vei it cannot 
ve fundamental problems; it doe* not organise 
e working class into a single whole; political 
ganisadons do not emerge in its course j class 
nseiousiieas does not lake shape. 
The political struggle is. the promotion by 
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-oppressed sections of die popu- 
l^.ikAaf Adr paftbc&I interests, the fight for shar- 
ing pofakal poMrind. ultimately, for the cstab- 
ibhmen of waking-class domination in the 
nncm of pntitkaJ relations. 

The p^fttk^ struggle in its conscious lorm is 
' without an ideological struggle, which 
in mtrllrrnial foundation, without a 
ilMiiinriarion of political objectives 
educating the working class iu the 
spirit. 

FoAay. da? class struggle has assumed certain 

features related to ihe characteristic! 
of the epoch.. The development of the 

Bj aU-in into a decisive factor in ilir 
ctfanankind, the growing general crisis 
,«»d the scientific and technological 
iJiaveal] had a marked influence on the 
and forms of the class struggle. 
Of MKiaputahte importance is the tact thai 
tfcr smiggie of die workers in each country 
' the nic at capital Ibrms parr" of the world 
procrM. which incorporates in 
•o>Ae working-class movement in hour- 
■ development of existing, 
vwiafaw and the national liberation movement. 
Today ii a difficult to separate liie revolutionary 
movement in any developed or developing capi- 
talist conn in from the international (global) con- 
frontanon of the two world svsiems,, with the 
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world system of developed socialism artd the in- 
Irrnational working class oppnsing I lie <\Hpil;ilis( 

system. 

Today, the ranks of the working class and the 
size of its Marxist parties are steadily growing, as 
b die level of political organisation of the working 
class and other working people. Today, there are 
Communist part its in almost 100 rounines. and 
the overall number of Communists exceeds 70 
million. 'J he role of Communist parlies in the 
capitalist and developing countries is also grow- 
ing, In Western Europe alone, around 80b.IJI.HJ 
people have joined their ranks over the past 
decade. The major forms of the class struggle are 
becoming increasingly intermingled, and politi- 
cal action is mounting. 

The. socud basxfi of the claw struggle is now 
expanding with the middle strara of society . a 
considerable part of the intelligentsia, and young 
people joining ranks with various strata of the 
working class. Mass social movements directed 
against monopolies arc stepping up their acti- 
vities and the anti-war movement is spread- 
ing. 

As \Uf. working- class and communist move- 
men I gains in scope and force, the need arises to 
intensify the strnge'V ajgain'it "pporiunism and 
revisionism -bee a use the new contingents 
joining the communist movement sometimes 
bring with them dementi of bourgeois ami petty- 
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bourgeois ideology and mentality. IfeviMonisin if 
an attempt to revise Marxism-Leninism on the ; 
pretext of developing it. This leads to oppor- 
tunism r a direct betrayal of the interests of the 
working dass and a rejection of its struggle 
against capital , Both phenomena are prod fwrts <if 
bourgKols ideology and mentality. 

Bourgeois theoreticians... right-wing social- 
democra-tic idcologistiij and revisionist critics nf 
Marxism deny the sitjpiiiieauce pf die class strug- 
gle in present-day capitalist scnriely. The views 
held on Litis, issue by die theoretical leaders of the 
British Labour Parly are typical. While not deny- 
ing the inevitability of class political conflicts iri 
the past, tbey assert that now there \$ no gnmnd 
fhr the eftfettsnc* of* such contradictions in Britain, 
nnd chat diflercnces of opinion concerning class 
privileges, including on economic issues, can he 
successfully resofved within the democratic svs- 
teiin of die Iwiurgeois stale, Hie actual status of 
the working class in Britain, however, by no 
means corresponds to the assertions of Labour 
leaders. Just jgji in other West European coun-j 
rrics, class conlHcts, including those refuted to 3 
political issues, are a common thing in Britain. 
SuliTce it to say that today's peace movement, I 
which is led by the workers, undoubtedly frits a j 
class political side to it. Demonstrations against I 
rhe threat of a nuclear catastrophe represent a 
protest against the policies of impcria.'tsi ruJing 
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circles which are incompatible with the viia) in- 
te rests of the people. 

Certain theoreticians, declaring dial they are 
"friends" of the workers and even Marxists, sub- 
stitute an t&gon ism between nations, i. c. between 
diL rjL.ii and poor nations, lor die clitss .struggle 
and class antagonism. Tn their opinion, the 
national liberation movement and the class strug- 
gle ol the peoples of Africa arc conditioned pri- 
marily not by the luudameutal socio-economic 
contradictions typical of diese coun tries, but by a 
clash of two types of nationalism: the "Western", 
which is allegedly liberal and inclined to com- 
promise., and the "Eastern", which is "aggres- 
sive" and leans towards communist ideology. 
They assert, chat the strengthening of 11 lias tern" 
nationalism represents a great danger co man- 
kind. Historical experience has shown, however, 
that conflicts arising between nations and the 
ideology of nationalism which reflects rhem arc 
inseparable from class contradictions. The resolu- 
tion of the latter facilitates the establishment of 
friendly relations between nations. It is not 
nationalism, which breeds hostility berween peo- 
ples, hut proletarian and socialist international- 
ism that has always been the principle upheld by 
the revolutionary working class. 

The theory of a "world countryside' 1 as 
opposed to the "world lowrf * is doing great harm 
to the international class .struggle which die 
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workers anr waging against ftgfr exploiter It J 
essentially directed agafr&t i$a?g!}i5wg the J£fT 
ingrole erf' the working drt-ss in the revolution*, 
movement. This view is held by those who $ftX&*. 
lutein invented antagonism between die peopl 
of the West and Kasf, the North and South, i 
the class approach to the evaluation of unci 
tjnrtal forces fighting few freedom, democracy « 
wtcialism. 



Socialism and Classes 

M&nasm WSA tlie ffisl Lp prove chat the class di\- 
si on ofsocieiy is hisioricaily tr;msien< and thj 
sucJi a division ft only typical of the epochs 
which private ownership dominates. Howeve 
the abolition of classes is not a single* act but 
entire historical epoch. The first and very imp< 
cant step in litis direction is the iransilion peri 
from capitalism to socialism. All countries whi 
have opted for socialist transformation must 
through this, stage. 

Socialist involution causes a radical change 
the class structure of soi.iets. 

in the. pr.rii.id of transition from capitalism 
-.i>i.ii»lism the economic system becomes mull 
structural. Three elates exist in mosi . in nitric it* 
this period: the working class, primarilv cord 
nrcuttl wilh the social*! economic structure tlj 
working prnmi*, mostly representing the S mM 
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Ur economic structure; *® **«»^f 

Enm and mmm ***** 

I economic structure. Th* class rf feudal lords 
to exist. The working class becomes LBS 
Ending force in society. Capitalist dements, 
bough they do exist, have greatly undermined 
■rations (th% are deprived of political power, a 
fcBHider:-il>l« part of thrir properry is nation- 
feed, etc). 

I Since antagonistic clashes exist in the period of 
■nation from capitalism to socialism, struggle 
■preen chem is unavoidable. But here the corre- 
■dnn of class forces dilTcrs from that obtaining 
tor to the socialist revolution : die working class 
Blesses political power, while the lHjurgcni_sje a 
Cprived of it. The forms of the class struggle are 
Ed different since ihcy rdlcct the specific char- 
pier of the transition period, 
frn summing up the experience gained out the 
|bt few years of socialist development in Soviet 
Eussia. l'.enin named the following forms of the 
■^struggle: li suppression of the resistance ot 
*r exploiters; 2"i civil war; 3) "neutralisation* of 
*e petty bourgeoiHie, particularly the pedantry: 
Ethe use of bourgeois experts; and 5i introduc- 
tion nf a new labour discipline. The first torm is 
fcivcrsal and inevitable for all countries. The 
fccrmd form is not inevitable. It occurred in Ruj>- 
jka. where domestic, and foreign coutuer-revolu- 
mor\ had succeeded in imposing civil war on ihe 
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workers. In Vietnam and Korea- the people h 
to wage a war of liberation again* | US intcrvc 
(ionise and their local accompli cos. In seve; 
other countries, however, class struggle has r 
been so acute, Asian and African countries ha 
their own specific features in the development 
class relaiion* in the transition period from ca 
taiism to social km. Prior to socialist revolutic 
the class structure in these coun tries was vc 
complicated because their economics, had bc 
warped by imperialism, .*nd in nunc, capital, 
relations were intertwined With feudal, prc-cap 
taiisi and even prtMeudal relations. Lenin repea 1 
edly said that in highly-drvcloped capital 
countries it is more difficult to start a sociai 
revolution, but, after the revolution has been c<> 
surnrnated, it is easier to achieve socialism, ac 
less tinjf is required to build it. Ar the same tirri 
in backward! countries, where it is otr.cn easier! 
stari the revolution, "it is cxiremely difficult! 
continue il and consummate it"'.-' Lenin form 

See; V, I. T.^nin. Extraordinary Seventl-i flrmgrnsi 
thr R.C.?.:Ji), March 6-3, I9]fi. Political Rcporl olrhr C 
iraJ C.'ommir.r^-**, M,n rv.h 7 1 ', Coffcrtrrf Wfl?9£iS, Vol- 27, 19 
p. §$; "Session oftfii All-Russia C.E.C.. ApriJ '1<\ 1 9 I ft". C 
Ufttd Wot Li. Vol. 27, p. 291 ; "Ki;p(irl D<liv<n.:il ;,i ,i Miiwa 
Cuberaia Cotiicmice of Facta j\ Committee*. July 23. J 911 
(:■)!{( tUd W,iiks. Vol. 27, p. 54" 

- V, J. r .cnin, " birport Delivered at a. Muscpm Gubcn 
Conference of Factory Committees. July 23. Vfilftt 
Itv.r.f.'., Vol. 27, p. 347. 
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Hptd thr tollowing dependence: "The more 
[ W'i »vard the eouricry which,, owing to the zig- 
^bci history, has proved to he the one to start 
■telOCtalist revolution, the ntpTTB difficult is 11 for 
P» country to pass from die old capitalist rela- 
Wpn to socialist relations." 1 The tasks which 
Hpracierisdcaiiy face such countries in the per- 
■ari oi transilion from capital is m |pj socialism are 
" nnaiion ofnutional contingent': of the work- 
class, the strengthening of it3 economic and 
ill positions, the overcoming of the ceonoui- 
cuitural backwardness of the country, the 
against tribal or racial egoism, etc. 
Bwlding rt socialist society means abolishing 
[fcate ownership of the* means of production and 
'? exploiter classes. The daw structure of society 
jpcrgnes a radical change. Socialist society is a 
of i he woi it: is, The community of the 
s' vital interests enhances their sociu-poli- 
land ideological unity. The establishment of 
nI society is a historic triumph and a 
if step Towards a classless society. However, 
abolition of the exploiter classes and class 
misms does not signify the elimination of 
in general. Even at die itiidai stage of 



V. 1. Lenin, "LxtiiKJi-dirinry Seventh Co^yi^s uf thr 
t. B. . Marrh 6-6\ 1910. PoJiticai Kt-puri yj the Centraf 
iuer, March 7", t'Xilnffrf Wvrh, Vol. 27, p. J39, 
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developed socialism glasses and class distinciio 
are still hi evidence. 

I'hc existence of classes under socia lism is baseJ 
on lite distinctions thai are si ill manifest in die. 
relation to the means of product ion ami on 
substantial differences in the nature of work. T 
working class is attached to public mvticrshi 
and works at public enterprises. The peasan 
under socialism is also attached to' socialist nvvn 
ship, bin in the form of group, eo-operatr 
ownership. Because of the distinction bewe 
those engaged in irirellcctual and manual wndj 
die intelligentsia also conlinues in feei&t as an i 
dependent social group. JJhc aatdligentMa co 
prises people engaged in aatrllectual wo 
Developed socialist nx kn - » characterised 
the drawing together of c la s ses and social groufl 
and die gradual disappearance of the distinciio 
between them. Lconomicafrr this process is lias 
abbVc nil upon che rapprochement be i ween i 
two forms of socialist ownership and the prospe 
of their merging into common ownership by thl 
whole people. The considerable distinction 
between people cn^a^ed in intellectual anf 
manual work are also gradually disappearing 
The workers and peasants have always be 
mostly engaged in manual work, l.'ndcr socv 
iSJH, however, and especially with the spread 
the "scientific tmd technological revolution, it 
becoming increasingly intellectual : greater mm 
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knowledge and intellectual contribution to 
^Hpork process are now required of workers. Tor 
part, intellectual work :i. c. the work of 
*rs, scientists, doctors, etc. is becoming 
■singly technological, requires sophisticated 
iiner>-, etc. Developed socialist society ill the 
it Union has already taken a great stride 
a classless society. In connection with 
ill was announced at the 26th Congress of the 
lunist Parry of the Soviet Union that the 
structure of society wiU mainly be estab- 
w' it h in die historical framework of de- 
socialism. 

process of the elimination oTda» distinc- 
n not spontaneous, but it is bein ff organised 
directed by the Communist Party and the 
■calm state. The- formation of a homogeneous 
' Will be accomplished with the triumph of 
lunism. 

The theory of classes and class relations prrsup- 
Ff!* 3 " important requirement of Marxist meth- 
£*»gy. to wit, to give a class analysis erf social 
iknometia in class society. In order to compre- 
hend and assess correctly a soda! phenomeiu >n or 
Uttonca! event, it is necessary to elucidate its 
■•'intent or class aspects, to mulcts land which 
SS stand behind ir and who*,; interests it u In- 
ly serves. As Lenin said; "PeopJr always 
tve been foolish victims of deception and self- 
ppiion in politics, and they always will l>e tin- 
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til they have learnt ro seek oui the interest* of some 
class or other be hind all moral, religions, political 
and social phrases, declaration? and promises." 1 
All the political parties thai have ever existed 
represented die interest of certain classes,. but by 
no means all of them have openly professed their 
class affiliation and genuine goak Lxploiter 
classes and parlies, more often than hot try to 
camouflage themselves with a lacado of non-'par- 
t»amhip and l N>bj>c:riviry , \ The ideological 
defenders of obsolete social relations direct uVir 
eflbra chiefly at blurring class contradictions and 
the class content of social phenomena. Lenin 
therefore insisted that parties should noi Ik- 
judged by (heir names, declarations or pro- 
grammes, bin by iheir deeds.' 

CtHnmunists openly admit the class orieti cation 
of their ideology and politics. Indeed thev have 
B Derd ( " hid ? party commitment', since 

flj* stand ls entirely in line with Marxist-LemnM 
theory, fnc objective course of social develop, 
mem coincides with the aspirations of ihe workers 
led by the moM revolutionary das*, the proletar- 
iat, for thty are interested in the replacement of 
capitalism b> a rtef , communist .system and must 

V. J. Loii... -flj* -]f 4m? iS<J urcM trad Thi-rc gun. 

if 'i fr-'J./" I * n ? n ' te*n<\ Total", 

VoJ. 1 /, JQ74, p. yfl+. 
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carry out I his historically necessary act. In order 
■□achieve its fundamental aims ihc Wtn&srg class 
inquires the laws of the development of social re- 
ality ro be rellected in rite most adequate and pre- 
i;dse way. 

Marxists- Leninists proceed from the fact that 
the more cousisieiidy the principle or a class 
approach to social knowledge is implemented, die 
more precise and eflective rbe re.su] is will be. At 
the same time, the deeper the knowledge of the 
laws of Social development., the fuller that devel- 
opment corresporticfe to the i uteres Is of die work- 
ing triads and its party. 

In his works Lenin gave an analysis of social 
phenomena and processes which is noted for an 
organic unity of scientific objeetivhv and a lucid 
assessment from (he standpoint of the working 
pass, 

1'his is clearly manifested in his elaboration of 
the issue of democracy and dictatorship, which 
had always been crudely distorted by all kinds of 
opportunists and renegades. Exposing their idle 
talk about 'puic democracy", "democracy for 
all", and ''freedom in general 1 ', Lenin showed 
that iJicrr is no supra -class democracy, nor can 
die re he any: ffieff! tS eilher both jir-t j i s pr sot talis < 
democracy. The character of democracy is deter- 
mined by the property relations prevailing in the 
given society and by die class which holds power.. 
Hourgeois democracy is the lin piemen cation of 
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die power of the propertied minority over I 
expiated majority. Ii is also wrong lo speak 
dictatorship "in general". Dictatorship is alw 
exercised by a definite class the dominant on 
with the aim of maintaining and strengthening 
own positions. Any kind of bourgeois demoer 
is dictatorship by an exploiting minority over 
workers. The dicta torship of the proletariat, 
the other hand, is political domination earri 
out by the proletariat in die interests of t 
workers, and in alliance widi ihem ; it is direr tJ 
against ftlt insigniikam minority- die ovtm 
thrown propertied classes. 

A class approach to the study ol'soeial phetfon| 
ena b also important fell' a correci analysis \>\ 
cowplir^ir^i and contradictory pfrviasSm wii 
twii mpi mm international relations- Ii is 
fcry a> studying reality and A reliable guide 

mfcfiuc. urgent (asks of social develop me 



Chapter Four 



POLITICAL 
ORGANISATION 
OF SOCIETY 



Politrcs and War 

VVht;n cJaSSCS rome into being, 
they bring to lift* a new social phe- 
nomenon called poli i to.. Politics h 
the relationship that obtains be- 
tween classes, nations and other so- 
cial groups within a country or 
between countries. Politics does 
nui cover all and any relations be- 
tween r lasses but specifically those 
pertaining to the struggle for state 
power, its order, orientation, me- 
thods and means; to relations 
with other countries; to internal 
dentine tuimi l>ct\vccn parties, etc. 
Lenin defined politics as the Vf\a- 
lion **$ ail classes and strata to 
the state and the government 1 ''. 1 



' V J. Li'iim, "What Is To He Dime?", 
CalUSfd WorL, Vert. S, 19//. p. 
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We distinguish between internal politics, 
relations among classes, par ties, and nations 1:0 
prising a single state, and external pohti 
embracing external relations. The two are closclfl 
iTnenclatcd. with the former being determining 
It ha.*, been proved historically that extern 
politics is a continuation of internal politics! 
States behave on the international scene mudl 
the same way as I heir ruling classes do ar hoi 
In an exploiter society, the internal policy 
oppression is balanced rair externally wilh a stri 
iou lit eiLsljvf other nations mi<\ n polic-v of ir 
mkiation of and aggression againsL diem, T 
holds true for contemporary bourgeois states, 
notably for US imperialism -reactionary to 
extreme both internally and externally. 

Aggressive foreign policies arc dangerous I 
peace, and, not infrequently have plungr 
■•Smms into war. War as an organised arm 
straggle between states is generated by a -soei 
«f antagonistic classes. War is a continuation 
portrif* by other 3 violenr, means. Lenin wro r 
"The policy which a given state, a given ciaL 
within that state, pursued for a long time befa| 
the war is inevitably continued by that same cl 

during the war. rhe form of action almie be ! 
changed," 1 Hence, the oppressive and reacti 

V I. Lenin, l: War and Revuliuk-n", Collected J4V 
VoL 2±, 1977. p. 44JO. 
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policy of the exploiting classes leads to unjust, 
tory, imperialist wars. Just wars are wars of 
or national liberation waged by oppressed 
and nations :fivil war and national libe- 
wur). The same applies to wars against 
ors. The Great Patriotic War of the USSR 
the war of other nations of Europe against 
aggressiun, the Vietnam war and the Ko- 
W9X waged against US imperialism were just 

he emergence of sialism gave the start to 
world's passage eo a new historical epoch 
nt wars. The absence in socialist society of 
antagonisms, generating war, and of classes 
interest lies in war and the arms race is re- 
in die socialist countries 5 foreign policy of 
and friendship among nations, 
adays, thank* to the existence of the world 
Kst system and the support of the socialist 
tenries* peace policy by the broad masses in all 
ptitrics, it Ih quite possible to curb the aggrcs- 
j ambitions of the imperialists and to banish 
Irs from the life of society. It is evident to many 
fepie that today there is no alternative to peace- 
cucxistence among nations, and that the only 
5 to achieve further social progress is io cli- 
mate war, to prevent a nuclear conflict 
The relationships of classes and other groups in 
ety arc regulated bjf various organisations, 
'tutions, unions, associations, and so on, 
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which comprise the political system of sock 
The principal units of a political system are u 
*tatc T |»olitical partis ttedifei** trade unujoj 
peasant unions, youth leagu™, $nfl otlu 
organised bodies- 
Some have a definitely political character al 
constitute the core of the political system (fl 
state, political parties, workers' trade \miut 
youth leagues, and some others i ; whereas otto 
•Miam'. artists', composers' and other such u 
apc<Ts dubs, cultural so*, ie lies- etc. ;, wh 
— i ll ill m mii il from the class point of ym 
hmr mt> pronounced political character. 
TV rohfi* datsse* main lain their interests a 
mk through the political systel 
on the state and politic 



TW political *v*tem exists in a class soc« 

| t fee antagonistic or non-ant agonis* 



1^ Ln. tunHf," 1 

_ OT the tvpe of class relations. 
T^mKiicaJ swt«m i« * societY of antagnnis 
^ * the more complex m siructurc. 11 
ptocr of exploiting and exploited classes cart 
>4raon into twti contending parts 
■equal trrrngth: the organisations and uisti 
w» c/tbe ruling class whereby ii imposes 
rfkotonhip, and die organisations of (ho Opp- 
•rd class i its political parties, trade unions, and 
on., through whw* it ft* I'beraOon. 

In * «wiali3t society iclaniuus between c 
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other social group* are those of alliance and 
-pcratiou; consequently, the political organi- 
on is a c lose- knit, unified sysicm ol bodies 
fcfuhiiing the social and political relations 
fcttneeit all individuals and groups. Tts key units 
idle developed socialist society of the USSR 
Bp: I) thr socialist state of all the people; 2} the 
imumist Pan y of the Soviet Union { the core of 
Soviet political system ; ; 3j thr mass organ isa- 
; 4) work collectives. 



State 

_' state js die principal unit of the political sys- 
■b. "Hie Marxist-Leninisi doctrine of the state is 
p forth in Frederick LngeVs The Origin of the 
:h\ Private Profrnty ami the State- and Anti-fJiihr- 
and in V. 1, Lenin's Tfe, an ^ R>-t t'lufien 
The Stdic. 

Thro- was a time when no state existed. It 
xged as a res ul i of society's historical dcvel- 
rcnt. 'i'here was no state, nor was it needed, in 
primitive community where there was no pri- 
propcrty and no classes, Society's lift* was 
lated 1$ force of habit and tradition, die 
Ihority of the elders or the rribai council which 
reset] ted the common uurreati of pcuptr. 
Private property and economic inequality, 
s and class antagonisms emerged due to the 
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development of the productive forces. No Ion 
was k possible to settle society's affairs collective 
because different cJassfs had different, antagonid 
tic, in teres is. Tt bad become essential to pro tea 
private property, the right of one class to cxploii 
another, and to hold down the oppressed massfl 
cxmstiiuiing the majority of society. That waj 
what the state was formed for. "The state is J 
product and a manifestation of the irrecmcilabilm 
of class antagonisms. The state arises where, wbm 
and insofar as class antagonisms objectively cato™ 
be reconciled." 

The state Ls a class -oriented entity. In an ancagf 
oriistic society it is conrroitrd by the economical- 

dominant ciasi, vhkk uses it primarily ^ 
suppress its class enemies. As Lenin wrote, "Thi 
state is a machine for the oppression of one dam 
by another, a machine for holding in obedient^ 
to one das* other, subordinated classes." - 

The exploiter state has two essential functi 
^diirctjons;. Its mtrmal function, realised in 
state's internal policies, is to control the su 
pressed, exploited masses, and is conducted 

open coercion through an army of officials, intcaj 
iigence agencies, the judiciary, prisons, etc. TU 

I V. 1. Lfiiln, "The Siaic and Uevobiiim"'. Coll 
llorvk. Vol. 1930, p. 392. 

v V. L Lenin, "The SraJr". CVAW IVorLi, Vol. 29. 
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Haemal function of the state, realised in the 
Hue's foreign policy and diplomacy, stems from 
internal function and amounts to protecting 
■be state's interests in the international arena. 
Wcvidmg for reliable military defence, and 
■miring success in military orpolidcal aggression 
[against other states. 

1 Today, as in the past, there is a qualitative ctif- 
■fcfence between states. To each type of produc- 
tion relations corresponds a definite type of state, 
■be typ« of state expresses its class essence From 
Bit point of view, states differ above all according 
■fr the class whose interests they protect. The four 
pasic types of state are: the slave-owning, feudal, 
[capitalist, and socialist, state. There are also non- 
basic types of state. The number of states today 
breeds 150* among them socialist, capitalist, and 
■Brians r- or capitalisl-orientcd developing states. 
!Thc world population comprises 2.000 nations, 
ttionalities, and ethnic groups, including 
knurr- tribes of several htindrrd people and large 
atarions of several hundred million people. 

The state rakes different forms- according to 
Ac manner in which the dominant class exercises 
fe rule The forms of rule depend on historic* 
conditions, the correlation of class forces and 
aaternal influences. A state can be either a 
& or • reptablic. A monarchy m either an 
E**9 or .he conditionally hmucd rul J 
person A rrpUWU 
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is njScrt by elected bodies. Most bourgeois siaqfl 
an- republic? (the USA, France, Italy, and otjfl 
cisl Some capitalist commies arc monarchies, H 
a rule, constitutional monarchies {Bclgi ma, Grc^| 
Britain, Japan, Morocco, imd othci^s;. 

According to ike system of K»vemnieiit tbcfl 
arc unitary slates (a single entin ; and combincl 
states, (federations). A federation is a union 9 
several juridically relatively independent .seal 
units such as states in the USA, the Lauds Ln ihM 
federal Republic of Germany, the Union RcpulJ 
lies in the USSR, etc Tht USSR, for exatrfj^dH 
a federative state uniting fifteen Soviet gociaBj 
republics. The Soviet federauvc stale has provjj 
to be a historically viable form of social stau« 
hood i« a multinational country. ■ 
Determining the essence of a siatc trom J 
ootnt of view of it. politick regime .» of tb| 

ce The political 
. „ o«1 hod, u*ed m cxercsmg , 
extent co which democratic Sigh* and hetdonj 
are realised- The regime* prevalent in contetij 
porarv bnurseois stales are: paruatncniary, m)J| 
rarv dictatorial, fascist, semi-fascist, and W. oBi 
Advocates of capitalism deceive the worked 
and ho!*! forth ahout the progressive role ol did 
rn.Kiern bnurgcois state, which they describe asi 
"welfare state" raring equally for the interests <M 
nil classes and social sU/aia, In tact, however, th^ 
bourgeois- state (however democratic its form <4 
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P is first, and foremost a machine for suppress- 

5 the workers by means of die dictatorship of 
I '»ourgcoisie. 

The bourgeois state became still more reaction- 
J will, the advent of imperialism at the end of 
t iHth and beginning of d,e 20th eenturv I m - 
Pgj& as Lrnixi pointed out more than once. 
His rcaa ion all down the line, primarily in s la re 
polaucal affairs. The social base of the bour- 
ne state is con li acting. Once ii represented the 
I bourgeoisie and die relatively wide Mn-oa of 

6 pe<ly Ixiurgcoisic, while now it. is strictly a 
■lmillce for the management of (he iilTjtii-s <if 
f monopoly bourgeoisie Impel ialism furthers 
t extensive development of slate -monopoly 
pitalism. merging die monopolies and the stale 
Id a single power for enriching the monopolies, 
ppressing the working-clas* movement and 
l£tl<d liberation struggle, protecting caju- 
fern, and waging wars of aggrcswon, 

p Both the iniernal and external pohcy ol die «m- 
Lerialist state w essentially reactionary ami cu- 
Cctrtl against the mass of the people. The bour- 
Cois .state, loclav interferes vigoroush in lalwur- 
Epital relations, often assumes partial control 
Em wages and salaries, limits or outlaws strikes, 
knd puts pressure on trade unions. 
' Ai state-monopoly capitalism develops, the 
don at economies of Ijourgeois stales, like all 
Bther spheres, are muitarised to an unprece- 
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dented extern The power of the military-inddl 
nial complex (capitalists profiting from da 
anus race and closely associated with the militan 
increases. None other than the mihtary-indirt^B 
complex determines the foreign and home \xm 
eies of the United States today, obstructa! 
peaceful setdement of international issues, MB 
tarism, the wont manifestation of the bourse™ 
state's reactionary essence, has created a gratl 
direat to peace and to life on Earth. 

Beinf essentially reactionary and against tfl 
people, the bourgeois state cannot be U3ed for II 
cause of socialist revolution or for any radici 
revolutionary chance in society. The state % 
antagonistic societies is geared 60 exploiting st^ 
pressing, and oppressing the people. Social 
revolution eliminates all forms of social cxpto 
tation. That is why the bourgeois state cannot I 
used bv the working class for ac hieving Its mm 
die workers must tear it down in the course of J 
socialist revolution and replace ii with a nd 
proletarian, state This is equally true for 4 
countries aiming to do awav with capitalism an 
achieve for-reaching socialist transformations, i 
home out by the experience of all revolution 
both victorious and sot victorious. All the eoui 
tries building social ism had first to demolish tha 
bourgeois state machine. Of course, not all ind 
cutiont? of the bourgeois stare sure to b$ eliminated 
There is nn need to destroy those state insiiral 
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Lb*, such as the post and telegraph, which are 
■Dally neutral and are not levcra of exploitation, 
lo destroy them is to cause disarray. 
I First to be destroyed are institutions protecting 
me old, exploiter social order., such as the bu- 
■■Bcrary and rhe law -enforcement agencies. As 
BKiry ha* shown, destruction of the old state and 
b replacement with a new. socialisl state pro- 
bed* differently from country to country. Tlie 
Hocess may be short or long, it may destroy all or 
kmc some of the old institutions t such as par- 
^bacnt { while completely changing dicir nature, 
KjBciples, and style of work;. Destruction of the 
fcargeois state machine is common foi all u 
Kt revolution-. 



Bb? Is the 

fccratorship of the Proletariat 
Accessary ? 

fti a result of socialisl revolution, the dictatorship 
■fdv- proletariat replaces the destroyed bourgeois 

WTke dictatorship of the proletariat is power 
he workers Jed by the working class whose objec- 
Ke Is to build a socialist society. 
[The state is always a dictatorship of this or 
Li dass. The political power d the workers 
tarn a dictatorship of the overwhelming major- 
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it> and b therefore the fullest possible lbraj 
^■Hpo in a class society - 

The dictatorship of the proletariat is com 
IB jflcneuiifi rhar embark on socialist trans! 
and indispensable tor building social 1 
'Whoever has failed to undem- 
^Mliini is csscndal to die victory of 
rj rl;uis has. no L indci-*tafidiru< of 
revolutions, or else does nor warn 
Hk anything in this field.' 1 
A«fa» larirt of Marxism Lei J lies about the 
of the proletariat, classifying it a* v 
jfftrrrpr, asserting lhar it rules out all lb 
of dcmocrdcv Revision ists hold rhac the dicta' 
Aip cf the proletariat, while it is right tor 
wwhr of countries, is nor necessarily so in 
of socialist construction. 
But let us see what makes, the dictatorship 
the proletariat a historical necessity. 

The proletariat needs a dictatorship, first of 3 
to break the resistance of its daw enemies, 
cxptoircr classes go to all length* to regain poli 
cal power and their fosi privilege*. Ihev arc i 
reconciled with defeat and, not miremient y, n, 
for aid to imperialists in odier countries, win > ha 
the revolution and are prepared tt) crusl 



yafSiiiwKifibcDicTitiwsliip", Ccdiuud Wt.tL<, Vnl. Sii 19^ 
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ever and wherever it takes place. To protect 
rcvoluuon and suppress the resistance of the 
tiling classes is a major objective of the dicta- 
^p of the proletariat- Hision has shown dun 
revolution musr be ablr to defend its-edf. In 
words, the dictatorship of the proletariat is 
workers' clas3 struggle roiitinued in new Ins- 
conditions and m new historical forms. 
On the other hand, suppression of class enemies 
t the principal objective of the dictatorship ol 
proletariar. The workers use power to build 
lisra, achieve far-reaching changes in the 
otny, culture, socio-political relations, and in 
r fields. The dictatorship's principal objective 
lstruclion. As Leoia said, '"the essence of 
Ictarian dicta un ship in mil in lone alone, or 
mainly in force. Its chief feature is ihe 
misatiun and discipline of the advanced con- 
igent of the working people, of their vanguard, 
their sole leader, die proletariat, whose object 
to huiJd socialism, abolish die division of society 
-» classes, make all members of sor.Kty working 
.pie, and remove the b#* W all exploit*. .on 

^MMm of the proletariat aehie- 
ther important task -establishment of tla 
W* m&*4fip Of the peasantry and 



>rking class 

i v.l. took "Grc-erit^to UV I 
fcrW mrkf, Vol 29. p. 388- 
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other workers with the aim to ensure their ce^f 
plete and final break-away from the bourgeois 
and involve them in socialist construction. Til 
essence and the highest principle of the dictate* 
ship of the proletariat is the alliance of the wool 
ing class with all othrr worker?, 'I he working qB 
rannat achieve the tremendous goal's of socialM 
construction siuide-handedly. without allies, m 
win and retain power, suppress the exploited! 
and achieve deep-going social transform atianl 
"Die alliance of the working class with the peal 
an try and all other workers is another law of til 
light for socialism common to all countries 
assuming various forms in accordance widi tfcj 
specific historical conditions. 

Proletarian dictatorship takes on various ion 
reflecting the essential characteristics ut 
country in question and the specific histr 
conditions in which it finds itself at the time c 
transition to socialism "All nations will arrive 
socialism -thi* U inevitable, but all will do so nq 
exact! v the same way. each will contribute some] 
thing of its own to some form of democracy, 
some variety to the dictatorship of the prolcrian 
tp the vary ing rate of socialist transformations 1 
the diftereni aspects of social life," wrote Lenin 

Historically, the first form of dictatorship of t L 



V t, Lenin. "A ("Jarieaiurcul" Marxism and Tmpmal 
im Rtwirmiism". Cufacltd Works, Vol- 23, 197+. pp. 6M-7< 



QRGAN&ATIOM Of M3C»TT 



»27 



utriat was <hc Paris g*!p^^gS»fe£ 
w short- from 18 March 1871 to 28 May 
i when it was crushed by domestic and tor- 
eounter-rcvohmonarie,. the Pans Commune 
ced a significant historical experience, 
■iet power, another form of prole lanan dic- 
,p. originated as a result of ihe. victorious 
t revolution in Russia. This form of gov- 
't, produced by die ma^es themselves, 
ted with the needs of the struggle of the 
rs. Soviets developed as class organisali. ms_ 
bodies elected bv and from among workers, 
mts and the working intelligentsia. During 
transition^ period, elections to Soviet* were 
■d not on die lerritorial, but on die produc- 
prineiple deputies to Soviets were elected 
-dv »1 Industrie enterprise*, army units, etc, 
=O0S of worker* elected to Soviets have learn 
ar, of government. When the proletariat 
to power, die Soviets, which originated as 
s of die armed uprising of 1905, became the: 
ie S wh«h lh« proletariat ^erc.sed its 

torahip- Thev are simultaneously bodies of 
and broad aocial organisations. The tirsr 
cts were purely proletarian organ.saaom, 
, represented die most revokitiouary class; as 
progressed, they increasingly enlisted the 
cipation of odier strata, and eventually 
ie organisations of die entire working 

lation. 
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FoJlowmjr tbc Second World War, die 
skips of the proletariat were established 
number of Europe an and Asian countries in 
form of people's democracy. The essential 
rures of this fonn of proletarian dictatorship 
ihe broad social base of the revolution, its 
lively peaceful development, and assistant:!- of 
•Soviet Union. Its singular feature is a po 
front, a massive sociopolitical or^anisatinu 
volvinj4 various democratic bodies and headed 
a Marxist-l,enini.si party, Unlike the .Soviet 
ton with its historically shaped one-parry sys 
most of die socialist countries in Europe" h 
more than one party represented in the em 
meni. In A number of these states Cloiu 
and Workers parties maintain fruitful ties 
« on -proletarian democratic panics. A few so 
i*t European states have preserved dieir tt 
Morwil, albeit transformed, pari \a mental j nst r 
turn,. rhcW aft other distinctions, too \ 

Ot ihe .Soviet Umtm, is of vast importance 
m Fnrernatjonar workincr-cfass and national 

bcratinn movements, lor the struggle for soc : 

(ism. 

( )ther forms of the dictatorship of the prole 
iar will possibly emerge in the future. 

Dictatorship of the proletariat is not the Rid 
objective of ihe workers but the prime means F 
building a new society- Having fulfilled its, histo" 
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(unci tons abolition of exploiter classes, cstab- 
int and consolidation. of a socialist society — 
dictatorship of die proletariat progresses into 
of the whole people, the form of stale 
meeting the conditions of developed 
am. 

Cctacorship ot the proletariat and the state of 
toltolc people f ire |\vo Mages in llie develop- 
ed" the socialist state. Since at the second 
Uiere are no exploiter classes, the state is no 
a means of class coercion. It protects the 
ts of all workers. Still, the state of the whole 
e does apply ct>ercton towards those indt- 
's who break die law or the standards and 
~plcs of socialist society. 
»e state < if I lie whole people provides for die 
ind progress t|f developed socialist society 
for the achievement of the objectives of con i- 
:t cons- true lion, 
o achieve the objectives of communist rr.m- 
tian. the state exercises its powers internally 
wch spheres as the economy, safeguarding of 
ust property, law-enii)rcemeiit. maintaining 
ce beiween production and cansumpiion, 
rure and education, and r*iernally in funhcr 
g co-operation and mutual assistance wjTftin 
SOCi'ah'sl eorurri unity, peaceful mndnrun 
states of different socio-pofirical systems, reii- 
defence against external military aggres- 
sufjport liir national liberation struggles, 
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niu] the tight far pe$@$ and for interna ti- 
de ten tc 

The working class retains its leading place 
the state of the whole people. 

The Communist Party of the Soviet tfrlgjO . 
its prime objective- in securing (he lurcher 
ve-lopuient ./the State of the whole people* and 
socialist democracy. . 

ship intubate of At «h„]c peopfc* a ' < 
^inevitable ^ P « «» 
developed socialism- vvuhihcbui 

i nc of communism, I W . 

mwernment. Thi^ lK*rew ., 
time. ,. . , ,„.,.. as a ris&lt of W* 

will have readied die d int0 „ 

dual, and the communist principle ol diMu 
lion, "From enrh according to his ability, fcp C 
according to his needs^i jtfjft regulate the life 
*rn:icty. 

External conditions are also highly rclrv 
for so long as there exists the threat of imperials 
aggression j rhrrr: is need to provide for reliabl 
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i. From this it follows thai the state will 
* away before the correlation of forces in 

r*orld is SO much in favour oi" H.ocia\isni ihru 
will no longer be a threat of a^vr^sion 
JSt the soH-iafi-ii countries. 
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INTELLECTUAL LIFE 
OF SOCIETY. 
FORMS 

OF THE SOCIAL 
CONSCIOUSNESS 



Intellectual Life 
and the Social Consc.ous 

Historical materialism StW&S 
intellectual sphere in IB enn 
and looks into nil US function*, 
corrupt of social conscious 
encompasses al! tjjpea of mte 
luai activity. Elements that m 
up ihr intellectual life of see; 
pass through the social consci 
nets before they cake shape, 
serves as a criterion when atui 
itii> this or ih:i< social phenomc 
m the sphere: of intellectual life 
follows that all social phenom- 
derive from social being and 
organically linked with the s 
consciousness-. 

Social consciousness is. a r 
liomng system of intellectual 



EFT* the interplay the social and the in- 
p-haJ consciousness, die ideological struggle 
sodal group, and classes, and the 
■aangr ot views, ideas, and theories, cbeir ori- 
Qft. development, and influence on ih« masses. 
*-Mdy, the social consciousness functions 
ly with the social institutions through which 
takes the form of actual ideological relations. 
Social being determines the social coitscious- 
■ffss: this, however, does not go to say thai ideas 
Benvc directly from die development of rhr pro- 
ctive forces, from production. 
The development of die productive forces is 
sed in the social consciousness through 
lges taking place in ihe basts, i, c,, the 
nomic stnit:ture of society, It is through the 
"s that production ultimately shapes the 
acter and development of ihe social eonscious- 

and ideology'. 
Accordingly, die materialist philosophy of the 
tath-oeMury Russian revolutionary democrats 
lecied the material need* of the society of that 
ie and the gravr. conflict between the peasant 
rfs and the serf-owning landed gentry; it was 
„ theoretical .groundwork for die idea of a pcas- 
t revolution. Consequently, the materialist 
Utilosophy in question was rooted in the sharpe- 
- of the class struggle between the peasants and 
landlords, which, in (urn, reflected the sharp 
rradietion between the new productive forces 
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a s s ociat ed with the development of capital'" 
and the old, feudal, relations nd production t 
Lad bei>un tti autasa brake 00 the progress of* 
new productive forces. 

The ideology of Russian materialises and re\ 
lutionary democrats drew ir.s strength tit the 
with the oppipaed people was itself 
expression of the people's Intents and as 
ratfons. That is why it was an advanced ^icof 
Thus when examining the sources and i 
J^tiSS M form k Mai ********* 
t X*nl io base the conclusion* not only on J 
prjvcn level of production, but also or, the cnaH 
£ier of the basis, the material needs o so,.** 
and the entire court* of the class struggle gene* 
. ated by the economic system of that society. 1M 
social consciousness may fail hch.nd social hcitufl 
or vice vttU And all tM cm be explained cm yi 
we recognise the relatively independent develop 
meat § the forms of the social consciotfi 
ness, 

Aa En gels srressed 0ft his letters on histories 
materialism of the 1890*!, various elements ot tfl 
?upcrsrrucTure enter into complex ixlauonshiji 

with dni 'and Wfm the oasis, tn this mtm 
action, economic development k in tlie final 
analysis, the driving force of development bm 
only in the final analysis. RngeLs therefore pnina 
m a cerlain relatively independent developmeaj 
of the forms of social consciousness. 
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P^Primf 1 ^ ^P*m® derive 
■tan- PnrnanJy from the conrimjilv in the devd- 
em ol each form of the social consciousness 
arts, science, and philosophy of each period 
History repose on the material accutijuJaj«J lit 
preceding period. If We nvrrlook this c;on- 
"uit>, we MfiJJ nt..[ understand rlrc- dtrvclopmcm 
"ideology. It i? hardly possible to study the cui- 
■re of the Renaissance, of Trahan huniauitar- 
fanism, unless w r e take into account die heritage it 
Received from antiquity; 

Nor is it. possible to comprehend the Utopian 
xialism of Saint-Simon and Fourier without 
king account of French material Lsm. In h\*Anli- 
-firing. F.ngcls describes Utopian socialism as 
-ntially reflecting the con trad ict ions of capital - 
while in form continuing and developing the 
iositions of die 18th-century French Emight- 
£crs. Faigcls wrote: "Like every new theory, 
tiodem socialism had. at first, to connect itself 
kh the intellectual stock-in-trade ready to its 
d s however deeply its roots lay in [material] 
nnomic facts." 1 ... 
As wc have seen, there is a certain continuity in 
e devel opme nt of the social consHousness, and 
'htle every idcoio,gy c-ssentialb reflects the socio- 
economic contradictions and relations of the 
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eiven a^e. ii is in fonn a continuation or a 
of a critical analysis, or some other form of uafl 
the preceding ideological heritage. 

The continuity should hot be conceived as 
simple reproduction of past ideas. The ideolng* 
heritage can be rriade use of in differed ways* 
may be accepted or critically analysed or evfl 
rejected, or taken as a starting point WhatcjB 
the case, there is never any gap ill the dcvekM 
mcnt of ideology, No one can start Irom scram 
neither philosopher nor artist; in some way. ■ 
always leans on what was achieved by his pred« 
ccssors. Tills is a relevant point, because there « 
nt) progress without such continuity. 

Insofar as there is continuity in ideologic* 
development, economics and economic rclauuJ 
influence ihe development of ideology throtw 
die material and die specific Valines 41I die. ni \ • r. 
tbnn of the social consciousness. As Engri| 
pointed out in a letter written in the 1890s, in t 
realm the economy creates nothing anew, but 
determines the way in which the thought mat 
iaJ is altered and further developed. And 

Fat gels added, t&iflsti this occliis fjbi (he most j 
iiidirccdy. 'ITu« v kngels conceived die con fin 

of the ibrmsol'diesi jciaf consciousness us a it.* 

thai explains die relative hide pendence in whi 

these ibmiK develop. 

Another reason isi the interaction of vari 

forma nf the social consciousness, of various 
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of the superstructure occupying different 
in relation 10 the basis. The state and 
closer lo the basis and therefore express 
•kiterrstK of the ruling class most billy. Other 
its of the superstructure, such as philosophy 
religion, are farther fram the basis, and, as 
put it, tend to soar in the air. In die final 
hrai»» dicy, too, reflect the economic system of 
ay, although not direcdy, but thrr>ugh the 
and politics. Thus, die elements of the super- 
:ture iutentct among themselves through 
naii 1 intermediate links. Lvcry form of the social 
Bciousuess reflects social being differently- in 
pnn of the political or the legal consciousness, 
"If lis is another reason behind the relative in- 
idenee of the forms of social consciousness. 
istlVj, a relevant point is Ihe social division of 
lour- Tn his letter to C Schmidt, [.:..;. b 
heed out diat the emergence of different forms 
ifac social consciousness may be better undcr- 
Dd from tile poinl of view of the social division 
labour, hvery ideological field is also a branch 
'the division of labour in intellectual produc- 
n. The emergence of (he state, for example, is 
ntpanied by the appearance «ef profession <ii 
pTiuciuri*, fu rises, err. 5 wiih art b^mm'tup; a form 
flJlC social consciousness Hunc appc*" «. 
Hjm creative work become* a profession, 
longsidc Ihe division of labour in material 
duct ion, tJicrc is, as m have seen, division of 
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labour in inttilect.ua] production. 

The forms of the sodal consciousness 

rrlativelv k*q#*m #!* rcacr . u> ^iL 
upon being. Vulgar ^"O'™ 

rccrly 10 economic and, consconmtlv, docs n— 
recognise the role of ideas. By denying ideology il 
relative independence find looking upon all 
obgieal phenomena as a direct result of cconona 
development, the economic materialists pH 
down the role of ideology in social dcvrlopmei* 
Considering iho t-c:onomy as the only air live H 
ill social development, they usually conceived tH 
various forn? 8 of** consciousness as pass-m 

offspring of the economy. 

Marxists-I^ninists have always opposed «■ 
interpretation of the role of social ideas. LeflJ 
combalted the Economists m4 Mrnshevik< <■ 
drifted to vttifcai- '"economic materialism". | 
Unlike vulgar materialism, historical materuB 
ism recognises the vital role of ideas and rfa^ 
reverse influence «F ideas, theories, and pohnc^ 
institu lions upon the development at social bci 
This influence, can he nf different kinds insular 
ideas can be reactionary or progressive, Reactr 
j-.ry ideas slow down the development of sbet 
while progressive idea* accelerate it. help' 
resolve thti successive problems ul wvrial deve! 
i nen t. 
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L For all thai, Marxists-Leninists do not see ideas 
Bihe prime mover of social upheavals. The rca- 
wm. (or revolutionary overturns is rooted in die 
Hie rial conditions cjf&ocicl>. When people r.ornr 
t» realise die conflicts and enncradicdons in the 
bt»omic development ofsociciy and to rccost'i^ 
knew requirements posed by this devclop-mcni, 
Cry obtain the intellectual weapon for revolving 
*csc conflict* in new social ideas. 

Mat-xi.m-Lenmism, as we know, looks upon 
E as » great force of social development. Marx 
Efe that under certain conditions ideas turn 
E a m*m*l l»i'ce- when they take jriM 
■ the minds of the masses.' Advanced ideas are 
Lot enough u» m-veep tvw ay obsolete social instil u- 
fcns. Ideas as such cannot alter the life of society; 
[ttev become a great and vital force only when 
■ry seize upon die minds of the masses, whrn 
■ry win over classes. (July then can they be 
■ranslaied into prat-lice. 

The Marxist-Leninist conception or the rule of 
■in i in social development is of special signifl- 
Bsnce in com pi ehending the development of 
Socialist society. Here the role of advanced ideas 
Basdy increases, for they accelerate the develop- 



j ' Ki^c K:id Min*., "On ihc Jewish Qucsnon". in: Karl 
Btux, Ft ixlr.ruV. Engelii Cfldrcitd Works. r*TQgre-&-i Putjlislii,'^, 
Hluacow, Vol. p, 15-5. 
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rritni of society and its progress towards corns 
minikin. 

The ex Cen I to which ideas tofluraec the dcvdJ 
opment of society hinge* *• liiefly on the fbffowin^B 

1 the character of the given social system aial 
the objective laws of its development; 

2 ' the character of the ideas, and the extent tal 
which they reflect the material requirements <M 

this sodety; 
i'3: the extent of the assimilation of these idofl 

M to the candid J^M 

^^ iCa ^ l ; l r c ,n^^ over W 
fct-Ixnimsi ideas can Conse qiientl J 

its^Marxis.-Lenin.m are cardimdj 
im£* Trom all preceding idea, * charactJ 
and because dxev precisely «*» 
requirements tf«*M>* And the more »;™rattj 
fdea-s reflect the ur K cm requirements of society 
the bicker their role in society. From ,h * P™J 
view "(he ideas of Marxism-Leninism play a M 
gef rale rn ^ development than any preced,— 
progressive ideas ever have player!. ■ 
Lastly, the increasing roie of Mm & s»a« 
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■cieiy A explained by the character of the social 

^fstrm and the objective laws of lis devtrJopmcnt. 

Tlie socialist economy does nor develop spon- 
fcorously. Its economic laws are consciously 
BjppJied by society. Socialism by its very nature 
pjnol be spontaneous, for its development 
■spends on the conscious activities ot die millions 
fcpon millions' of workers. Socialism is truly built 
fei die workers Jed by the Communist Parry and 
hhe socialist slate, which take account of thr opr- 
■ation of the economic laws. This factor accounts 
■br the enormously increased role of the advanced 
Euilonk and the conscious activity of themasws in 

hocial brine. It is «ry tap**" to take this *> 
Sccounl when building socialism and com- 
Em unioni- 



st roc cure 

pf the Social Consciousness 

an intellectual side of the hUtorical process, 
ial consciousness is not a sum total of individ- 
l outlooks bur an imrflcctuai entity possessing 
inner struct ore comprising- various levels ami 
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historically conditioned forms. The following 
factors, comprising (he structure of the social con- 
sciousness may be singled out: 

\) dine rem levels: social psychology and ide- 
ology-: 

2) individual consciousness and social con- 
sciousiiess ; 

3) chief forms of die social consciousness: poli- 
tics. law T aesthetics, ethics, philosophy, and 
religion. 

Social Psychology and Ideology 

Social consciousness embraces all the outlooks, 
views, and theories- dealing with social lift? in 
general and its individual aspects as reflections «f 
the existing production relations in people's 
minds. Social being is initially and in a way in- 
conclusively expressed in social psychology, which 
encompasses immediate ideas, notions, sentiments 
and moods that arise in people from day to day, 
nciir!f-riT»i5 tin™? poaiiiim itt society and prompting 
them c ertain social acts. lusvfar as in every rfcus 
society each claxi occupies a certain position in 
the system of production relations and has certain 
specific interests, we speak of class ideas, notions, 
and sentiments, or class social psychology. Bour- 
geois psychology exists as long as capitalist ele- 
ments exist, and withers away as they disappear. 
'I he same is true, lor die serf-owning landlord's or 



INTELLLCIUAI LIFE or ■■oC\'T' 



14J 



the slave-owner's psychology, or lor that, of slaves 
or serfs. Social psychology is the distinctiveness of the 
iisltlhdiuil pattern, of the cunzcioitsntis of a class. 
Social psychology expresses the status and in- 
terests of a class vaguely, unconsciously, and 

spontaneously radirr than deliberately- Being 
essentially a relied ion ol' ihe xralu.s of a certain 
class, social psychology is largely determined by 
traditional outlooks diat pass from generation to 
generation and reflect the social status of the class 
concerned or its precursors, I own, the working 
class was initially composed of ruined peasants, 
artisans and mem hers of other petty- bourgeois 
strata. That is why petty-bourgeois elements in- 
lluenocd the development of a working-class psy- 
chology Tor ;h long time, in particular at the stage 
when spontaneity prevailed in the working-class 
movement. The ibrce of habit, of old customs and 
outlook's is tremendous when these customs and 
outlooks are ingrained in millions of people. The 
history of the w or kcrs' movcmcui shows how 

ciu\rmou&lY diSteuU it k E 2*3 out " 

looks. Besides, no class is isolated from other 
classes. Tt is in permanent contact with, and un- 
der the constant inline nee of, other classes, of 
their psychology and ideology. In capitalist soci- 
eties, lie hourgcois outlook penetrates the 
workers 1 consciousness in dill e rent ways, econo- 
mic as well as intellectual (existence of a "la- 
bour aristocracy* 1 ; bourgeois ideology exerting 
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influence; upon the working rlass through 
church, press, theatre, cinema, etc.). 

Social psychology embraces political, m 
aesthetic, etc. outlooks which have no dist 
boundaries. Social psychology is a sum total 
these outlooks that arc closely interrelated 
not fully conscious. 

Those, in sum, are the features characleris 1 

social psychology as die lirsi and tlire' 
«-xprcsscd stage of the social consciousn 
In content, ideology is similar to social psyc 1 
ogy, both reflecting social being, the status 
social classes and groups and their interests, 
the other hand, it is a higher form of the sc 
consciousness. Ideology is a tktvrttua! mnsriotisnes* 
the self or the sy stem of ideas and idet&s of a clasri 
social group. 

Generally, the elaboration and spread of J 
ideology is a conscious process, a result of mrnl 
purposeful acrivrry expressing the in feres Ls of 
certain class or social stratum. The founders 
social theories, doctrines or systems are c? 
upon to answer the needs and requirements 
their own class arising in the course of econo. 
development. Still, die contcnr of idrologi 
theories in riot a direct prod uct of society's man 
ial conditions, irlcologs being a telativcly in< 
pendent process reflecting jwirtal being dirou 
the mediation of many elements. 

Social psychology is. from its inception. T 
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jBciousncss of the masses, while ideology is 
ted in die minds of individuals ; dtouieti- 
or ideologists) of n certain class by eco- 
e, political, etc., conditions, and then 
ads to a definite social tnileau. 
Ildeology is a system f*T viewpoints, ideas, and 
■roric* underlying the class and party evaiua- 
and standards, objectives and program mes, 
tives and slogans. Tn other words, standards, 
uations. programmes, etc. are parts of the 
logical system. Ideology expresses itself in sci- 
and arc, stair politics and the policies of clas- 
and ihcir parties, in legal systems, ethics, etc. 
Theories occupy the most importani place in 
ideological system for thry constitute the 
■rnce of the ideology and determine its level, 
bieh places Urology above social psychology. 
Historical materialism calls attention to the in- 
rrciationship ofideology and social pwyrhology. 
bile bourgeois sociology and social psychology 
a rule reduce ideology to consciousness, and 
sciousness to social psychology. ITiis is the 
is for die manipulation of the mass conscious- 
in bourgeois society aimed at neutralising the 
pact of Marxist- i-cniniat ideology. 
According to Marxist-Leninist philosophy, 
ology relates to social jwyehology not directly 
t through the intermediate ideological in- 
nce, i.e.. deliberate iniroductiou of ideas and 
s into people's minds. 
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This deliberate influence conditions t 
organic Tie, determine* the influence of ideol 
on social psychology, ihe ide^fogisation of so ' 
psychological phenomena. 

Thus, examining ideology in its correla 
with social psychology offers ivo few possibilL' 
for examining ideology as the core ol" the s 
consciousness and its enormous activeness. r 
gress in socialist society is ensured only w 
Marxist-Leninist theory is applied to cone 
problems in the economic, social, political, or 
other field of daiiy life, and when the mass* 
accept the theory -becoming conscious build<« 

(jf a new society. 

The Communist ideology was worked out H 
Marx, Lngcls, and Lenin, and introduced to dl 
workers* movement from outside, from the sphd^ 
of philosophy and social thought. With the v 
tory of the socialist revolution, communist id-, 
ogy ac-quired new features, which are now gr 
jh« increaL*ii»giv imporiant- 

Theoreu'cally valid, democrarir, revolution, 
and humanistic communist ideology dilTed 
cardinally from bourgeois ideology which justifiq 
and blesses ejcploitarion. the aggressive policies I 
imperialism, nationalism and chauvinism, l.'nlflfl 
bourgeois ideology', commurd&t ideology is wtJ 
rung the hearts arid minds of millions ol' people tm 

PJJMfflfJy bocetr integral, and optimisiij 
ideal*. It is die ideology of a rising class, offl 



society, of peace and friendship among 
tions, * 

These new features derive from, and develop 
the increasingly irre ( - f mcilablc and bitler class 
gglc waged in the world arena against the 
crsarics of socialism, against bourgeois ideolo- 
and revisionism. 



Correlation Between 
e Social and 

e Individual Consciousness 

be social and individual consciousness exist as 
i entity, primarily due to the common source 
e social being ot people, which determines lx>th 
e social and ihe individual consciousness. Their 
(union basis is social and historical practice. 
oditicaaons in social being generate eorrcs- 
^dingmodificsil ions in the social consciousness, 
! le the individual consciousness and the intel- 
ual development of an individual reflect them 
are directly dependenr on the relevant de- 
nts of the social consciousness. 
Though they make up a unity, the social and 
dividual consciousness nevertheless considcr- 
Jy differ in content and character, in hpW thcy 
te shape and in their principal runc:tu»iw. 
Whit subfeel of the individual ironseirtiisnf?*s is 
I individual concerned, and its comem is a rel- 
uon nt itic socX-j i~-t»& *»«■ ••« 
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the coocrcie conditions in which he has grown 
and lived. 

less, on ihe olhcr hand 
being only. Being the 
of many generations, if re 
but not in the sense ol a 
its own reason. Society 
«f the social consdousncSS 
i an individual. Marx wrote: 
i i \i\mg •» consider society as a single subj 
for dm ■ a speculative approach," 1 Ev 
sodets, parricuisriv in our age, ia the unity 
Uhwki (dasaes. social strata, nations 
wfvmlitirt professions, and uthcr socially 
CconomicalK diverse groups'- Similarly, in 
social consdousncs-s is a unity of diverse elem 
having essentially different measures of 
muni'tv. i. e, e/cmenfc applying to, say, the 
world community or to just an individual rand 
raunirv, or to a class, a social nat]rtn 4 

nationality, professional group, etc. ■ 
WMc ^ in the consciousness erf mrfiv** 
rials and acts as a multilateral intellectual 
between people, die social coascwusnc* as 
whole is an outward enuty in rciatmii to aidrwjH 
ual^aninrrllectiiaJ environment with which L 



I Kflrl Mane. j< Ctnrinfaifrtffl At Cntiijur nf Pali 
fCiMiam*. Projfrtio Pubtisfvrr*, M«ist:t>w, lf>77. p. i99 
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^dividual consciousness has numerous and 
■*erse link* (relationships i. 

lhcsc relit lions hips an- selective. Tt is not AS 
igh ffvttry urw idea in fhr cnn.srionsnrxM nflin- 
"duals is transformed into the social ronsdous- 
, nor are all elements of the social conscious- 
accepted by individuals. There may, indeed, 
differences between the social and individual 
ciousness if some views of the individual 
rge from CM" even go counter to those of 
iety, class, etc. 

There arc divergences of different kinds : pro- 
.sivc- when the individual's consciousness is a 
it r of new elements, holds a correct picture 
^d a deeper understanding of reality, and when 
general it corresponds to progressive social 
a (ions and answers ihe needs of social progress; 
regressive -bearing elements that contradict 
progressive social reladons and die needs qf social 

Iprogrros. - i , 

Communist construction causes appreciate 
changes in all the structural elements of the *oewu 
tajnsciouancss, especially in science, and the 
ordinary consciousness is intcliecnmlised ; die psy- 
chology of the masses drops must uf (he surviVsfc 
ofpasl days; morality begins to reflect communist 
ideals and principles; and the individual changes 
feieUecuially. The communist consciousness rises 

a higher order, and people bronme more 
imirted to social ;«id labour activity. It is 
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rawer to plan die develop! item of society for 
long term, and lo ensure its scientific manai 



Form* 

of the Social Consciousness 

Radi form of the social consciousness- poliri- 
legal, moral, aesthetic, philosophical, or re 
iom-reflecUJadefinitiraspcctof itK.ivil hems;. I 
key aspect in a das* s'jtk ly is the polili 

consciousness. 

Political Consciousness 

The political eonsewmntss is the system qfidem and a 
tildes, sentiments. &4 tttiMjing the mm 

oj classes antisocial groups and reflecting their mn 
interests. It can be considered on the plane of pol 
kal ideologv and psychology. Political psych 
ogy is: the feeling of class solidarity, irienrlshi 
animosity', hate, patriotism, nationalism 2 
chauvinism, internationalism and coamop- 
lanism. |>oiirical pessimism or optimism, pohtr 
interests, illusions, attitudes, etc. 

Political ideology is the must con centra: 
expression of die interests and objectives of 
social class, and its attkudr towards other das' 
or social strata and the state Political ideology 
ideas and views flf a class reflecting 3«s attitu 
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s class struggle, revolution^ national liber- 
ation and relations between nations; it embraces 
problems related to society * political system, the 
■ate. law, war and peace, and others. 

The political consciousness is inseparable from 
ideal activity, fr>r it is realised in this activhv 
ugh political m.sn unions, classes, parries, ,md 
:ass organisations and movements, 
The political ideology eucf impasses, the basic 
nandpoints and ideas expressing the attitude of a 
rfinite class towards a given social system, 

its, viesv at the euurse of hisioi y in 

neral. 

First, the political ideology of a class seeks to 
rove tile nfH s e3Sil.y ol llif social ftvslem ol which 
thai class is the bearer. Thus, bourgeois ideology 
leeks to prove the necessity of the capitalist mode 
of production, maintaining that capitalist pro- 
duction relations are rational, for the bourgeoMe 
has a vital stake in them. Accordingly, the work- 
ing class upholds die necessity of the communis! 
inodc of production. 

Second, the political ideology embraces she 
ways and mediods Of consolidating and develop- 
ing a given social system, 

Third, die political ideology jus lilies the choice 
of political relations and forms of class struggle, 
and the political structure of society, seen as the 
most rational by the class in question. 

'The political ideology is distinctly dass-moii- 
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easier topta* Ae development of society for i 

Jong una, ud *o ensure iis scientific maai i 
menL 



Forms 

of the Social Caaoomness 

Each lone «f the ascBl consciousness— politi 
legal, moni. WKttKQc, philosophical, or re. 1 *' 
ious-reflrcfi&ikfiBar aspect of social being. L 
key aspect m a da« society i& the politic 
ennsciousooa. 

Political Cofrsefoomevr 

The fMt/iticat consciousness w *A* r^ton t;/ "/ftn afl-rf alti& 
ttuies , sentiments . and objectives underlying the (utivitie^ 
of classes and social groups ami reflecting (heit wontmik 
interesb. It can be considered on the plane of polit- 
ical ideology and psychology. Political psychol- 
ogy is; the feeling of class solidarity, friendship, 
animositv. hair, patriotism, nationalism and 
chauvinism, internationalism 1 1 < 1 niMimpoli- 
tanism, poliucal pessimism or optimism, political 
interests, illusions, attitudes, etc. 

Political ideology is the most concern rated* 
expression of the interests and objectives of a 
social class, and its attitude towards other classes 
or social strata and the state. Political ideology i 
idrtas and views of a class reflecting it? aidtudi 
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[towards class struggle, revolution, national liber- 
ation, and relations between nations; it embraces 
problems related to society's political system, the 

Mate, law, war and peace, and others. 

The political consciousness is inseparable from 
ptJitical activity, fur it h* realised in this activity 

1 through political institutions, classes, parties, and 
mass organisations and movements. 

The political ideology encompasses the basic 
standpoints and ideas expressing the attitude of a 
definite class towards a given social system, 
and its view at die course of history in 
general. 

First, Lhe pol ideal ideology of a class seeks to 
prove the necessity of the social system of which 
that class is die bearer. Thus, bourgeois ideology 
seeks to prove the necessity of the capitalist mode 
of production, maintaining that capitalist pro- 
duction relations are rational, for the bourgeoisie 
has a vital stake in them. Accordingly, the work- 
ing class upholds the necessity of die coinmuiust 
mode of production. 

Second, the political ideology embraces the 
ways and methods ot consolidating and develop- 
ing a given social system. 

"Third, die political ideology, justifies the choice 
of political tela lions and forms of class struggle, 
and the poliucal structure of society, seen as the 
most rational by the class in question. 

The political ideology is distinctly class-mou- 
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vatcd. Alt classes have their wn political idroloi 
gy which promotes dieir interests. 

The political ideology is inherently h'nkcdj 
to political organisations and instil nlior- 
rhrough which classes promote their class inler-| 
eats. Thr ruling clnsfies exercise their political, 
activity dnuugh the state and legal organisa^ 
tions and insntudons. 

In capitalist society political parties are beared! 
of polirical ideology. They formulate the object im 
facing the given class and thr fcthodi and Jormi at 
achieving them. These are put down in the poliij 
eymaldng documents m die parly and in the 
speeches and wri tings of the party's leaders! 

The political programmes ol' bourgeois parried 
are deliberately vague. They an- couched in 
democratic rhetoric aud hold lorrh on liberty and 
hum aii rights. The promises dial abound in then! 

are rarc.lv fulfilled. 

The ideas of imperialist bourgeois politicians, 
notably in the I JSA t are dear examples of pulitjl 
cal adventurism Tn iht present conditions, whem 
stockpiles of mass extermination weapons aid 
growing on a vast scale, they pose a grave threat 
to dvilisaticm- 

The political ideology of socialism is formu-j 
fated and developed as the ideology of the work- 
up cla» and i» p"*. « du- H-ncal seu-awarc-, 
of ,hb d*» and m guide to act-on, As < he 
mIooIokv of the proletariat-* consistently pro* 
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fcrssive and revolutionary class whose interests 
Errespond to the objective laws and main trends 
If social development- the socialist political ide- 
ology is consistent, progressive, revolutionary and 
[•tie mi lit-. 

The political ideology of thr working class has 
pfc theoretical substantiation in ilie Marxist- 
LLeninist theory of class struggle and dictatorship 
tct the proletariat, in thr Marxist-Leninist doc- 
pc on the bourgeois and proletarian state and 
p, socialist and national liberation revolutions, 
Ipsd the inevitability Elf die defeat of capitalism 
pi due triumph of socialism. Marxist-Leninist 
[•iews also underlie I tie doctrine on the causes and 
Eft* in re- of wars in die age of imperialism, on just 
and unjust wars, and on the coexistence and 
peaceful rivalry of the opposite social systems of 
[capitalism and socialism. Marxism-Leninism is 
fcorking consistently for peace among nations and 
■against imperialists and warmongers. I his politi- 
cal ideology stands tor equality and friendship 
■monji all nations aud races, lor national sovcr- 
jbgnty and national inde prudence. Socialist polit- 
ical views form the basis for the policies and prac- 
tices of die Soviet socialist siaie and the Corri- 
BiurnsL Partv of the Soviet Union, as well as for 
' e policies of the Marxist-Leninist parties of 
ether socialist counrries. 
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Legal Consciousness 

The legal consciousness is rfc&eiy connected 
Lite political consciousness. It originates toge 
with the state and law. Law is created 
enforced by die state and is tlieieforr binding 
i lie entire community. 

The legal principles and theories or the miinJ 
class seek In justify the tegilimacy of the cc,m 4 
ponding social system and soda? relations. T~»i 
imparts a legal" chapter "hwthlness" t$ 
proper tv relations that exist under the giv 
s f R:ial svstem. Second, legal principles * 
theories are to propose and justify legal matt 
lions, standard*, and forms best corresponding 
i he social system and furm "1 ownership. 

This summarises the specific lea tru es of le 
principles and iheorie*. 

Thc socialist and the bourgeois legal conscio 
ness are essentially different. 

When capitalism was taking shape, the te- 
principles of bourgeois democracy played a pr 
rcssive part (equality before die law, protection 
ihc righis and freedoms of the individual, etc- 
However, bourgeois legal principles prmia 
equality «fe fa* and thereby cover up the drj 
inequality. AJuW> withui the framework 
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legislation, it remains an exploited class. W i 1 1 1 lite 
•ansition to imperialttm. monopoly capital un- 
nnijies bourgeois-democratic legality, pro- 
les fasctsalion and the establishment of police 
tes. The workers* struggle for democracy thus 
becomes part of the struggle tin socialism. 

The ■socialist legal consciousness reflects and 
ponsolidares socialist production relations that 
luie out exploitation of man by man. During die 
transition from capitalism to socialism, and under 
Socialism, I he rnmmuntiv must have law. lc^nl 
ftandards and regulations protecting socialist 
property and esiablislung the proper correlation 
between labour and consumption. 

Socialist law as established by the Constitution 
of die USSR is a reliable guarantee of man's basic 
[fights - to work: free medical care; all forms nt 
education ; including higher; ; social security; 
rue participation in the management of indus- 
trial enterprises, collective farms, and educational 
tabfishrtienis, in the administration of towns, 
publics and die country as a whole. 
Socialist legality guarantees all citizens erpial- 
/ before the faw and equality of the law for all, 
Tving as a t rue expression of justice. 1 his princi- 
ple applies r.o ai? citizens without exception. 
Socialist law is distinct in that ir indissolubly links 
fhe rights and ihe duties of rttuem. which is but 
nother indication of its jus r character, for social 
justice demands not only cqrob't) of aU members 
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of society before the law. but also cqualitv ol ( 
duties. Use of rights only, while avoiding du 
an Lujustirr and an abuse of the law. 

The socialist legal consciousness, embodied 
law, grnrrates in chirms an awareness off t 
rights and duties and helps diem abide by so. " 
ist legislation and correct I y apply .socialist law. 
a socialist society, observance tfl the law 
enforced by the state. An important part h 
ever, is played by the socialist legal ronsciousn 
Which m Hikes for voluntary and conscious at 
vane* of' (lie law. Hence, education in the spirit 
I He socialist fcga] consciousness is of vast im 
tancr tor maintaining socialist law and order 
preventing crime. 

Moral Consciousness 
and Ethics 

The philosophical conception of wii)rtf/jf)' denotes 
set of views, standards of behaviour, and perso 
traits; the term ethics denotes the theory 
morality. 

Historical materialism, based on the fa test darj 
in anthropology, approaches the emergence audi 
historical development of morality from a (ml? 
scientific standpoint, starting from (a: the pure! 
MM.ial nature of morality and ; b) the tieif rmiuiitg 
role of labour. Marxism teaches that labour giive 
rise to social and labour rela lions, the ability ra 
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uce instrumenE of labour, articulate speech, 
intellectual culture: the arts, ethics, etc. 
[n primitive communities, relations were regu- 
by numerous unwritten rules ol conduct 

fch retlecied the elementary demands of 
ity with respect to tlte individual. Behaviour 
plying witli these clem rn tan- rules was 
roved of and encouraged, while any violation 
the rules was disapproved of. The moral 
sciousncsa ori ginatcd as a direct reflection of 
litivc man's relations with other members of 
"community and die community as a whole and 
his consciousness of these relations. In its 
ibryonicform it represented collective concepts 
cf desirable and undesirable, and of permissible 
mid impermissible, conduct. 

Historical materialism rejects the theological 
tfjeorics of morality bring generated by "the will 
God" and developed by the influence of 
ion. 

Elementary ethical standards actually prc- 
Vd religion. It was only later that they became 
iparrof religious beliefs, taboos and rites. In prim- 
itive communal society there existed moral 
standards and taboos that had no religious or 
mystic character. 

Moral qualities or actions do not derive from 
man's biological or ''animal'* nature. This view 
■den titles morality with instinct female pro tec t- 
its offspring, herd instinct,:. 
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fn m ill frirt animal instinctive behaviour lad 
oadH^B) common widi morality or ethical rdH 
tx*a» among; human beintpi, including rhr carlfl 
BKajpr of human society. Historical mau-rialua*, 
ttokmian nature as a sum total of at! <r<jafl 
rdaikra. 

Marxism-Leninism whs die first to produce* 
vesmrific understanding of morality as a form 
the social consciousness that specifically refie« 
tocio-econotnic being. 

Morality is of a historical and class natures 
changes with changes in the life of society and M 
the relations of production. 

At the lime when die bourgeoisie came to grig 
trim feudalism and the feudal ideology, bourge^ 
morality had a certain progressive concern, jj 
ibat time the bourgeoisie and its ideologists wcj 
fitting against the murals of the feudal nobthfj 
SLiou* hvpocrfey, etc. As rime went on, dm 
hmnReoisie' became a reactionary claw M 
farmed its early principles and ideas. Nowadays 
bourgeois morality is extremely re action ary, cyaj 
cat and unscrupulous. 

Communist morality, related to socialist ideoM 
ogy and fully developed under triumphant socia* 
sn, represents a new set of moral values. Com 
munisi morality counter* the individualism ana? 
eyrtism ttC bourgeois morality wuh couectivMB^ 
solidarity, isoeialis* humanism, friendly eo-opcaj 
ation and internal ion idism. Lenin attached rns 
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ous importance to education in the spirit of 
unist morality precisely because ii geticr- 
and develops new sentiments and i raits, and 
pa out survivals «r old Ixwrgcofc and petty 
fcteirgeois psychology old customs and practices 
pberited from capitalint society. 
As die successor of the working class's re vol u- 
/ morality, communist mnraliiy has the 
e conmnL ibr it teaches workers to suit their 
'net to the interests of their class, to dedicate 
lives to the cause of revolution. In die condi- 
■BBS of the stru^le against Russian rsartsm and 
bourgeoisie", die working-class morality was 
arily spearheaded against thr old bourgeois 
m, against capitalists and landlords. Duruii; 
ialist and communist construction, the corri- 
ist. morality is enriched with new principles 
gains a new content: it promotes the educa- 
of people in the spirit of communism. 1 he 
tm in unist morality is centred on "the struggle 
die consolidation and completion of com- 
nisiii , 1 

The communist morality helps mould the 
few type of man -a collectives t whose aim is to 
•c die interests of society, the welfare 
all. 

Three stages of the communist morality may be 

1 V. 1- l.min, '"IV Task* ,»f the Youth Lowum" C*J- 
ii Works, Vol. St. p 3S3 
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singled out in die first, sodalisl phase of 

communism. ... ... 

( I) A transitional period starring With socialist 
revolution m the course of which old morality is 
rejected and a historically new morality w estab- 
lished. Renouncing bourgeois morality, the moral 
consciousness of the revolutionary masses elabor- 
ated upon the preceding progressive morality, 
first arid loremost the proletarian morahly- 

The moral consciousness of Lhe revolutionary 

..cw Viif, new principle and standards of bena- 

viour were developed. 

The Great October Socialist Revolution at 
1917 made lor the development of a new value in 
man's moral consciousness, socialist patriotism. It is 
radically different from the old type of patriotism 
in dial it originates as defence of the idea or 
socialism and communism and a struggle against 
imperialism. Socialist patriotism embrace 
national and international values. Socialist mm 
tuHsm, also a new moral value, is a continuation ol 
proletarian collectivism, and ail expression of 
friendtv socialisi mutual assistance and co-ope- 
ration of people free from exploitation. Socialist 
collectivism is related to odicr values brought mto 
being Ln socialist revolution such as fraternal soli- 
darity among workers everywhere in lhe world 
and the friendship and brotherhood of those who 
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fight for a immi i nVn and freedom. dftM 
at a^rtsskiri, and a^aimi rai J j! antj national ilis- 
eord. Thus, history itseli proved die idea 
advanced by the founders of scientific com- 
munism, lhar revolution is necessary n&i only 
because it is the only way of oven h rowing the 
ruling class, but also because it is onk in revolu- 
tion that the rising class gets rid of the old and 
cart build a new tnandatkn far society. 

\2) The second -V^gr. .—nri.ini nth die crirn- 
n Teflon at aoeiaJm comuutuuu. saw mtoIoliisU 
changes in the. consciousness at uic ov^a^- 

The result was die single morality brought about 
by the socio-political and ideological unity of the 
Soviet people, a unity created by smriulLun. 
Whereas diere were antagonistic classes in lhe 
period of transition from capitalism to socialism, 
each with its morality, standards, and rules of 
conduct, the triumph of socialism resulted in 
rallying all social groups on the basis of the same 
essential interests, and made possible lhe forging 
of a single., commune*! maraltty- 

The third stage is related to the phase of 
developed .socialist society- This » die stage of the 
moulding of a new type of man: intellectually 
rich, morally pure. physically pcrleet. 
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Aesthetic Consciousness 
and the Arts 

The artistic attitudes of the society concerned ajj 
aesthetic consciousness. It embraces acsih^H 
feelings, tastes, irucrcus, notions, ideals, and W 
concept of benuty. 

The aesthetic consciousness was generated «J 
ancient rimes by the. nqufoixK&Jg "™4| 
labour. Labour «ilso underlay Lhc ability u» 
realitv aesthetically (i. e. through aesthetic Le^H 
ings;, and lhc development of wustir ima S jwJ 
tion and artistic thinking. ■ 
JtiifeA* is a high" theoretical - level ol M 
aesthetic consciousness. It is a M ot arl J 
STaT art dealing with .he .uh,^ matter J 
art and its relation inwards realtty, anw 
Rt^Wb, and artistic criteria, art genres, and ■ 
<>n . Aesthfiic theory arisen in a class society, uj 
component of the ideology of the class in quj 
tion, and as such expresses its essential aesthe| 
and other interests. . J 

An is a specific form afwcM cmsmv&*&* *^ 
lectins realitv in artistic terms. J 
Under the head of an route arehuertuj 
painting, <culpture, literature, music, 
^ theatre, an^l the cinema; such social a, *j 
photograph v. die circus, pop culture and u.M 

sion; the applied ^M^^^' J2 
decoration of spmts facilities:; individual spo^ 



events (rhythmic gymnastics, figure skating) ; in- 
'or decoration, landscaping, etc. 
Common to all art forms is their depiction of 
Sty through, say. music, painting, etc. The 
-.tic quality of art is distinctive and common to 
■H an forms. 

Art has a cognitive function, inlluences the for- 
■tiimii of a person's character and sliapts liis 
picas and feelings. Art is progressive if it reflect 
xessivc ideas. 
In a ctass .society, art is of a class character. On 
other hand, in a society of an tagomstic classes, 
there arc authors, artists, etc. whose work is 
d with the interests and strivings of the 
kei^> and with progressive ideology. That is 
• their works transcend the confines of their 
age and retain their significance for subse- 
t generations. Such arc die works of 1 hw»- 
Dreiser, Bernard Shaw, Remain Holland, 
•mas Maim. Ernest Hemingway, and many 
rs. Their common feature is belief in man, 
a vigorous pro rest against the oppression and 
pfcniJiatiori of tlie people. 

Soviet art and literature have assimilated the 
i creations of the world's classical literature 
\ of course, of the literature of the Soviet 
pics. Soviet art ami literature have absorbed 
critical realism in the works of Pushkin, Go- 
[ Nekrasnv, Tolstoy, Chekhov, Repin, Mus- 
j-sky and others. 
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At ili*- same time, Soviet art is a new devel 
merit in art in die conditions of a new, soci 
social s\Mern, 

Arl is a most important factor inlluencing 
pic's iiJr and a factor of aesthetic cducati 
Sowej an is based on socialist mutism* die nr 
principle of which is to giyg 9 IPSW portrayal 
reality in its revolutionary development in I 1 
wirh the Maixisi-Lentnisf world outlook 

Soviet art is never indilTerent to questions 
society', development. On the mm J* * 
tir ,n it" fo promote education oi people in ih p 
Jin.rna.ionalism, Soviet pamor,m - * 
c.tion to d,e inLwrstt uf the *tate. 
centred an t^htenmg it* tie* W*** thr people, 
accurate and artisiit: representation ol the niu 
farioiw socialist reality, on vividly depicting 
ihai is new and genuinely communis l, and 
exposing every thing lhai impede society's 
gress. 

Folfe art exercises a rrrmendous dirm iullu 
on die arts. This is inu- for all classes. Art is. alJ 
mure progressive if it is linked with the crra 
endeavours of the popular masses, and if ii is 
btk. An thai is remote from the life of the 
is ton-en, lacking in eoim-nt, and dose to 
ideological and artistic failure. 

As has beeti shown by (he practice oi =sw 
construction in the USSR and other soci 
coum He*. socialism creates conditions lor art 
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assimilated by the masses, for talent to develop 
d art lo flourish in all ways and all national 
am. The popular essence of art is all the more 
mounted under socialism, and so is its Utsic 
Ctple accurate portrayal of reality. Comiuu- 
the revolutionary and critical tendency of the 
3sm of the past, socialist realism portrays the 
ly face of capitalism and exposes capitalist sur- 

*TVaJs. vigorously aft f toads imuntlrvn, iorTriaiisrii, 

<rideolo>d-sau"on, and isolation of art from rcaliiy 
and from the people*. 

ialiil realism is dynamic and run. a distiru-i 
■ It challenges die artist to keep pai* with 
"to look ahead, to he a revolutionary roma.io- 
, in a certain sense, and to see romanticism in 
' everyday struggle for a belter future. 
Art enters a new, higher, level in the envirnn- 
■rni of developed sodaiism: art forms and styles 
mm evermore numerous and varied, folk and 
ateur arts flourish, and the workers' aesthetic 
to become more retined. 
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ilosophy 

isophy ii a form h] sw ia( wmsaousne™ thai ttprt- 
ft grnertU idea fj 'Ac world and of man's place in :!. 
it gives pettpii: tte eswtial prmrifdt's of their uzmld 
torn - 

The two opposite camp or trends in philinso- 
y arc materialism and idealism, which give dif- 
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fcrent answers to the principal question of philtA 
uphv: thr relation of Curt seinusncss to matter, ifae 
hiMorv of philosophy vk die histoiv ot the stru 
between materialism and idealism, tefle-Ciinj^ i 
struggle of classes. En |.his sense. M uruism* 
l^enintsm provided the theoretical basis for the 
partisanship of philosophy. 

Idealism has. always been the ideology of the 
Classen departing from the .stage of history, that id 
a reactionary ideology. The German idealism d 
the hue 18 th crnrury an it early 19 th century, (< 
example, was a reaction to the i rencii Revoluti 
of 1709 ami to Fieneh materialism. 

Materialism is the ideology of the up-and-rora| 
ing, historically progressive, classes. Such wm 
I7rh-eentury RngJish and 18th-century Frcndl 

materialism. 

Russian 1 9ih-ccntury materialism hold:* a spej 
cial place, in the history of philosophy. Inasmuch) 
as it was. lied up with revolutionary democracy, m 
was superior to the West European pre-Marxiarf 
materialism. 

Prtr-Maixian materialism had serious draw' 
backs, be'ing metaphysir al. contemplative, 
in consistent (history was approached from a pui* 
cly idealisric standpoint;. 

DialecucaJ and historical materialism was ^ 
new chapter in the hisrrtry r»f philosophy. 1 1 sr . 
for a revolution in philosophy, accomplished 
Marx and Ktigels. The philosophy of dialecd 
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and historical materialism is cardinally different 
pom all precedini; philosophies in that h is con- 
ted with die emancipation movement ot the 
-ses. Unlike all preceding schools and trends in 
fehtlusophy, as well as current bourgeois-idealistic 
doc dines, dialectical materialism is lite world 
■ntlook ot' chc hroad popular masses. In Marxist 
philosophy, and in Marxism-leninism in general, 
d»e proletarian masses have found a vehicle oi 
*eir sell-awareness and a means for revolution- 
*r\ change in society. 

Dialectical and historical materfaljsm is a 
lihc foundation for building communism, a 
rp dieoreihal weapon of the peoples rcvohi- 
Konary struggle. 

J By ma king masterful use of the achievements of 
tarnee, Lenin developed Marxism as a whole, 
■used Marxist philosophy to a higher level in the 
■rw historical conditions, and enriched die revo- 
fcrtionary theory with new ideas. 
1 Marxist- lyeninj.st philosophy play* an impor- 
iani pari in the life of society and in communist 
pcistruetion : 1 ) as a scientific theory and method 
cognition and of the revolutionary transforma- 
p of reality; 2.i as a key to the correct nnder- 
kandiiig of scientific discoveries, and to the philo- 
jtophical prf>blems posed b\ various sciences; this 
very important nowadays, for science ts rapidly 
'doping; 3; as a powerful weapon in the ide- 
>gicaJ struggle with capitalism. SB a means for 
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exposing unscientific bourgeois philosophy an 
ideology; 4j ay a foundation for combatting- < 
religious views and furthering llie seieniilic visia 
i kt the world, 

Religious Consciousness 
and Religion 

The religious consciousness, is a specific form .< 
social consciousness dial produces an unsciciiliti 
reflection of reality, lr is faiih in the supernatun 
- in God. m spirits, in life after death, ami th 
like. 

Originally, religion sprang from lhe. domiru 
linn of rial Ni t--' s clcmr nta] forces over primuiv 
man; religious ideas were a fantastic refleclion i 
men's minds of die external forces ihat dominate 
over diem, 

Religion's diverse social role ran be trace 
throughout the history of class society- "I he pre. 
ent day also provides' numerous examples of ita 
different wavs in which religious dogma ^ffi 

utf by coutendins^w^-F^ 1 ^ 1101 '^- Ht * 1 ^' 
g*im>& &**Sal ar.rt political make-up ol mm w 
Ue4 by idrnlical religious beliefs accounts Lor tl 
wide spectrum of diverse views. 

Religion* r:.*1ablt<mmems and organisation* a 

increasingly occupied with current social pn* 
ferns,, lx>th so-called global problems : relating 
war and peace, ecology, food, energy, eic.) an 
those pertaining to soch-poliiicai develop/man 
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■riture. morality and the conscience and respon- 
■SkIhv of citizens. 

Xfanust-Leniriist parties pav due attention to 
■k role of religion in contemporary SOCSSM rlirvtrl- 
pprnenr and to its inlluenn- on the masses. Marx- 
BtB show deep regard for those who work for 
■race:, whatever iheir religious i>eucf. Differences 
baiiiiude lo religion must not be an obstacle in 
■Hrmatianal cooperation among fighters for 
Mrmoeracy. freedom, and independence, among 
U peace-loving forces in the world. On the other 
fcjjul. Marxists combaL (be alliance of rear.tinnary 
facricab and the forces of imperialism and 
■ Kg ressHin. 

I When the basis chances, Lhe supemmcture 

liars nat change actfird«i^J> &t otic?. I< changes 
trie time after the basis. And this lag accounts for 
E survival of old ideas and notions, including 
Ldigin-ui notions in lhe life of society. More, old 
Lai i i is and customs are extreme-! v tenacious ami 
kntr-lived, and survive in the new environment as 
■ftcrmathfc of pii*l limes. 
iMaixbm-Leninisu. provide, the only rorr^T 

LientihY criticism of religion as a social "henom- 

Eon maintained and encouraged by the 

fcxploiuir classes 

I In the setting of developed socialism., Soviet 
yprnplf* move fanner and fnriher away from ret i- 
Kkm. espousing tbc maleriaJisr raws and ovcr- 
moming n:li>xiuu$ illusions tltat luAd dow-n p^rtpin's 
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civic activity. Humanist objectives related to 
devrlopme nt of the personality are achieved 
atheistic education and the propaganda of 
materia Yvtr vision of the world. 



Chapter Six 

CULTURE 

AS A SOCIAL 

PHENOMENON 



The Concept of Culture 

T. lie conventional concept of cuJ- 
fcUTft is based on the historical 
approach which enables us to iden- 
tify the peculiarity of the life of 
society as compared to nature In 
the broad sense of the word culture 
means all that has been created by 
man as distinguished from all that 
has been given him by nature. Ori- 
fpnnlly, the word "cuhurc" ;'dcriv- 
mglroTti the Latin -eaftttta- tilling, 
cultivation I was applied to m;m s 
cultivate hi erf 1 the environment, to 
denote achievements reached in 
concmeriTier elemental forces. Hi is 
concept was most widely itppkicd 

by historians-, ethnographers, and 
archaeologists in the 19th century, 
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during die line of bourgeois culture. 

Subsequently, bourgeois theoreticians, 
rlucnccd by idealistic conceptions, confused 
issue badly when Hying to reduce its con Lei n I 
idea* only. 

Historical materialism disagrees with this trea 
men i of culture, which places it widiin purely ' 
tellecuial brackets while disregarding Its foun 
Lions in reality. 1 1 expands the concept of cutt 
to denote not only intellectual production hot 
production ol'liie. First and Hue-most, material li 
which ennaututes the fundfi mental arid dct 
mining milieu for human activity . Nfarxismj 
Leninism sees culture m liie sphere of soda 
labour acdvily (of the wnrkrrs and progressiwj 
classes and strata in general / embracing both r 
material and intellectual forms rather than 
individual's intellectual sfelf*£ue*n<tf*. 

The correct approach to culture rest* on til 
tlieorv of die sodte-economic formations and tfa 
analysis of die development of the productiv 
forces and die relations of production and ih 
superstructure m a given society. These concept 
nevertheless, cannot substitute tor the notion J 
culture, for the latter embraces achievement ' 
all fields ol man's activity, die ag^rr^W of tl 
results of his ImcllecluaJ and manual labour, an 
idruiilics thr peculiarities of such achievemea 
pertaining 10 definite historieai periods, soctcti* 
nationalities and nations. Man's ereativr tsw&M 
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■nr in all realms and his attitude to labour are ihe 
V-irce of" culture and a most impiruxnt indication 
■f society's progress. Historical materialism prij- 
vxies a meaningful definition of culture as labour 
■nd creative effort, considering it as a definite 
l^ualitative level of society at a definite Mage of 
development. Culture has a more specific mani- 
festation in the. level reached by the productive 
wees and production relations, by material and 
fetrlleetual production-, by science, literature, art, 
Mr. 

It follows that ailitue it the sum tntal of the material 
md intellectual achimtmtnti of society constituting its 
mtiural iraelitit^ and untie lying the further progress oj 
hmuniij. In a class society, culture assumes a class 
character both in ideological content and practi- 
oi'ientation. 

Material 

■nd Intellectual Culture 

Historical materialism duningiitihc* between die 
iuierial and intellectual sides of culture which 

jbfr dialectical I v interrelated and mtrrdependen t. 

Material culture rwibraccs qualitative achieve- 
pexm jdemify lug the extent to which man has 
teastered nature, the level of the instruments of 
labour, the technical level of production, people 1 ;! 
fcchnical skills, the saenrific organisation of 
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labour, ministering La man's material and cv 
day needs, etc. Instruments of labour are the c 
of material culture which arc nowadays inert 
irtgiy becoming ihc materialist achicveme his _ 
science. The level of culture is also expres^d il 
die skills and knowhow applied in matt-rial p 
due lion, hi this sense we may speak of 
"labour culture" of any detinue historical epoch. 
The level of culture is seen in other material e\e~> 
ments of the life of society, namely, in the ubjecM 
of nature worked by man cr. culiivaced soil), in 
objects mar. uses in his everyday life (clothing 
furniture utensils- for coitus implies thai ma*j 
uses them:, scientific, academic, and mcdi 
equipment, and so on. 

httUeciwt culture embrace* qualitative achieve^ 
ments expressing ihc scope and leveJ of natural 
ant! social knowledge, the breadth of vision, and 
the extern LO which progressive ideas *nd pcnitr 
knowledge have been assimilated by society ; f 
k to sav'," intellectual culture is 0$ ^ ^ 
medicative achievements reached in sc.cnce cduj 

'u.ms. Intellectual culture is also embodied in lan^ 
piage, speech, thought. (U.^ici and standards <* 
behaviour. 

Histm-ira! materialism Ijclicves in the organic 
unity of material and intellectual cultures, the 
Utter being Ht^eondarv and relatively indcpeiw 
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^rnt, buL, on llir whole, developing in organic 
■nitvwith material culture. In his work "On Co- 
operation'. Lenin wrote that "u> be cultured we 
iansst achieve a certain development of the maier 
aJ means of production, must have H certain 
material base," 1 While reposing, on this material 
base, intellectual culture, which is an integral 
process, at ihe same time exerts a certain in- 
'faence upon it. 

As anv social phenomenon thai is of M validity 
to all epoch*", 2 a« Marx said, culture is a product 
rf«kfinite historical condition*. Thanks to these it 
fc» sc,^ cud content. This e*pfe*W eg* 
Economic, formation h 
ture peculiar toil- When a socio-economic for 
JZ ^replaced by another, more 
^ more progressive culture takes the P at. of 
old culture. Mane *r%: "In n4« w 
' « die connection between spiritual produt- 
and maierial production, il is above al 
saary to grasp die laLLcr itself run a* 
tCff „rv but in dtjmik historical form. Thm tor 
MZSmI different, kind, of spiritual product* jU 

Kond to the capitalist mode of product,™ 



i V. I bca& "On Q-operatiotT. GrffeuT mm, Vol. 
ta, l!>73. |>- 475. _ . 

- Karl Miu-je, -1 i^tnbutian iAr r;ru.'$ii/ «/ ft/iftr* 
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i he motif of production of I tie Mid 




and W I 

Ages." 

Historical materialism approaches rhr we 
of culture that has been created dnuughout tbfl 
various stages of class society's historical develofH 
mem from a specific historical position. NeverihaM 
less ir admits that ihrre arc cultural values rJuM 
are acceptable '(a people regardless uf l " la55 **U 
main their sig.dticai.ee for subsequent pAH 
erations. Similarity of cultural traditions, valud 
and practice* arc observed various periods aaj 
in many nations- There are elements ,,t culture! 
,hat arc iu.il of a class character, Lenin said, rtel 
stressed that ;--ll the valuable elements ol what torn 
been created in capitalist society, noiahly, tM 
ic.r.hnui.>fcical fl " d Cll,,,l,al S aiua ol ldr § r - scal J 
capitalism, should be properly used ibr building 

socialism.*' 

In cm t^onisric societies, die growth of the trrui 
versal elcrnenl cif culture proceeds within the nar- 
row conlines of class-limited intellectual produoJ 
ii,ui. Hence, there is no such dung as the culture 
of all the people in an antagonistic society, » 
spifff of general elements. Ev en ihft^e elements 
bciog a reflection of rhr interests of rhc ruling 
class, arc often dtsioried. The correlation bet weal 

Kiktl Marx, 'J'twrif *< ^piui-Vdltu, Fart I, Pruyrisl 
p»ii.t;-.i:i-fs Moscow. 19641, p. 285 

- S-tf V I Ix-nin, "'UU-Wmir' OuMhiliiuss Mid rbe 
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the class elements of culture and the general, non- 
class, elements changes with the course of history 
due to the changing type of prevailing pixxtuciion 
relations. 

Nowadays, ruhural ties aud ilie rauye of cul- 
tural intercourse among nations arc sn great us Lo 
involve many hundreds of millions ol pi-npUr. In 
many respects, that is due to rhe mass media : the 
press, radio, and television. 

The soeio-philo.ophical content of culture to 
being enriched by die ever new Inrms of man mi 
activitv. which has produced such concepts a* 
"olorrkal culture", "space exploration C uk 
^ etc. The principal feature, 
determined by the economic, sociopolitical and 
■udkclual require men IS of our day, a-S well as 
ihe interests of definite classes. 



^Bourgeois Culture: 
fecages in Its Development 

Turning to the history of bourgcoe culture and its 
chief miles tunes, we might say that it took shape 
BK the time of the rise of a new class, die bourgeoi- 
«c. and that it inherited the achievements of cias- 
ties] antiquity, ft developed man rapidly at the 
': time of die first bourgeois revolutions prrnJahiiing 
("freedom, equality and fraternity", and was con- 
Want with the interests nf the rxtpular masses 
and die needs of social projrres* and the develop- 
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mm i r.| bourgeois society diat li;id come it" ro 
p] ate feudal society. The transition of aiphalisn 
to its imperialist stage gave rise ro a crisis of bour-I 
geois en 1 lure. 

A very tangible problem is iJie tow level ol puh-J 
lie cdiicaiiorL In capitalist, socle ty, the oppen-tumj 
ties the children of an average family have tol 
receive a good education or enter university arc! 
verv scarce, lor example, the education level ml 
Britain is dropping OT§i%5 40 per «rii ,>i school 
children leave ichnnl at the age of 16 and rw*n*| 
tl0 further education or vocational Lrainm&| 
three thousand university lecturers lost dieir jobs I 
in 1901. ami many more will be lei go m unci 
course, flit inwd«qua«> opportunities id gel ung a| 
proper education is only one of tl«: thmip thai tiam 
the worker from culture. l« b highly ^.ahiiulj 
too diat die several million jobless, especially tJ«| 
VouttK p^pk', who an- cut off from ciuturej 
kull be able lo enjoy the fruits fa 1*004) 
uueilecund life, much less take part ui 

capita : **m> t: rt in ■ 

n. ra ne£ * Lo linked above all Iron, die po 

marivuTthem belong to -he min.niy *m*m 

plays, novels, ami other works ot ait. l» ' 
commodities dial must have a market before til- 
f fill be produced and sold. A mm example 
prorated by lllC cinema., lor here prr>duction & 
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avr risen tremendously. But die market for these 
nmmodides is linn ted for die publisher, ail 
ieah-r, lllm producer, cinema hall owner. Lac, 
rill purchase and disrribute only that, be il even 
I bad taste, which bring isi returns. 

The decav of bourgeois culture is manifested in 
he rejection ol'hlgh rullural values., in nnstiinn- 
eand rcaclionarv social nature of political and 
connmic conceptions, plulosophy and sociology. 
*i.s and aesthetics, as well m hi the ens* - 
wuwois humanism unable, in the new wptar 
idcls" to establish ways and nwafiS lor ihr individ- 
mfm all-round and harmonious develop- 
lent 1 1 is increasingly evideiu that the decay oi 
drure and moral values is inherent in impcri- 

Bun- . 

The population at Urge is kept away irom cul- 
■r: instead, il k served the products of "mass 
Etnrc 7 ' which is a low-grade substitute For 
BJunn- artistic values rhat are supposed to be too 
Eiplex for die uninitiated masses to appreciate, 
t arm of tin's is to hoodwink the masses. The 
Eedesi coverage in the so-called popular prew 
[the USA and Western Europe is given to vk>- 
Er and -scan dak to pessimism, cynicism , 
E» and poinosrraphv. to say nothing ol 

Emghi political deceit Similarly, Ktev^f 
m-i concent rate on murder, crurlry. police vio- 
ice. ion-grade mystery plots, and sex. The 
■w may be said of the cinema, books, art, 
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music, and ^1* theatre. Most of the products m 

"mass culture 15 are of the lowest level, Thcrr a*| 

striking dinereiiees of opinion among hour^ea 

critics concerninjr mass culture; it is either hail 

as a miracle of modern civil isatic ui offering v 

possibilities for disseminating knowliid.^ and a 

the tic valuta., or dismissed as an elemental force 

civilisation that substitutes surrogates for gem 1 

art. ,. i 

Unreasoning 1 'freedom of sell-express ion , lade 

of political orientation and unbridled sponlandi| 
are interpreted in bourgeois society as the tilta 
mate in aiti&tic freedom. Bourgeois conception^ 
dismiss the link between culture and a Man 
system of social relations, a definite mode | 
prndiiruon 1 ihcy approach cultural issues Ironr 
idealistic or "technocratic'* positions, grrrppinfl 
intellectual culture of class content and c-l 
socially conditioned character. ^ M 

A dear indication of the profound 
.- c - th . -counter-culture" movement W tM 

am a: i =a 

values) and the Wcst'ii repressive civiltsati.«- 
However, die social criticism at capitalism cam 
tained in the ''counter-culture''-' movcmenl is un-j 
able to replace bourgeois culture with a genmnelj 
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progressive system of cultural values. Although 
Eay youth organisations i" the USA and other 
developed capitalist countries are displaying a 
generally negative attitude towards bourgeois 
I eolture (which is atiother indication oi the deep- 
ening intellectual crisis of bourgeois society), their 
wish to rid themselves of the dismal realities 
I prompts young people to seek escape in dfugjfy 
religion, and mysticism. Pornography and eroti- 
Bavii is a kind of'mielleciual opium thai bourgeois 
[society has been feeding its young with. 

Given l he powerful labour movement of the 
I present day and the realistic prospect of radical 
I social change in the capitalist countries, youth 
■dTorism, leftist mysticism, drug-addiction, and 
[eroticism arc profoundly reactionary processes, 
■uwever benevolent iln: subjective motives U$£Q 

[by bourgeois ideologists to justify litem. The pTO- 

Hpcssive forces, must therefore intensify their work 
| among young people in order w counter the renc- 
«tk>nary "fbrces I hat. are seeking W drive ihe youth 
1 to a dead-end with socialist culture and the 
eals of scientific communism, 

ialist Culture 
With bourgeois cul lure degrading and pipped b> 
deep crisis; there is only one way for the lurthei 
itKotrreK of culture- the socialist way. Cultural 
development in ihc USSR and other socialist 
countries lias shown chat socialism critically assi- 
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milates and revives alt the best elements of 

prrcrdmg cultures.. 

More, socialism ayslcrnaaeally and purp 
fully creates a to rally new culture, 'I his is eh 
made possible by the culiurai rcvoluiinri, whirh 
a common fesiuWS in the drvefopment of 
nations building socialism and communisrd 
Lenin saw cultural revolution as a qualitative 
change in rhe intellectual life of society which M 
brought about by social is 1 change in die emiil 
mic and political system and which, at the •mirm 
time, eaaffta a Strang reverse influence on dii* 

change, aiming ultima tcl> make ihc people d 

real subjerl and creator of culture. 
The fecisting socialism to enriched M 

with the experience f internal 

.{the worker The Soviet Inmu nd .*eU of thd 

corner from the WW* ' in ^fencd 

outstanding achjevemetm to t» * ^ 

and] 

se-i 



-d ^^ tatadw , 



,-ouaaiTorahighe. ertueai Union. 

tS*£&& SLEW* and secondary q#M 
Iwed school* Ls free M charge; student* l*0J#f 
g ran IS, 



Soviet society today is 100 per cent literati'. 
fOvcr three quarters of the**- working in tlie 
uional economy have a higher or secondary 
iucation, A Total of over live million people are 
•gaged in one to rm of education or another. An 
Ueusive network of cultural and educational 
■tit til ions has heen developed, the outpin of 
ooks, newspapers, and magazines is growing 
antinuouslv'. 

Socialism oilejs vast possibilities for advancing 
aence and has placed it at die service of the 
■tire pcrjplc, The number of people engaged in 
u fieldh i A' research has ntarr*rci \ 3Q0 r 00u. The 
ioviet Union is in the fbirfront in the «rody ni' 
neiai development, in the natural science*, and 
ugi nee rin g. The Soviet Constitution, which is 
be epitome ol 'all mat has been reached during 
icsixtv vears of "Soviet government, owtrra equal 
nbrs Lo all tiiiy.cn>,. irrespective of their origin, 
ationalirv, place of residence, etc.. including the 
,ghi to education, to equal access to all achieve- 
ients of the material and intellectual culture, 
nd guarantees freedom of and necessary rnndi- 
lons lor partaking in all forms of culture The 
tate works to preserve and multiply mtellectttal 
alucs and promotes their extensive use for raising 
be peopled cultural level- __ lfttlB 

Under w£<m> the creation d a nnv mm 

ttiplies i he creation of new forms of public and 
©me life, labour and social relation?. 
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II ais*> implies people's conscious and active 
assimilarinn of the: standards of civilised heha-i 
viour. Such behaviour should be marked by coins 
side ration and self-control, on the unci hand, and,; 
cm die odier, a del i l:»er^ii.<* observance of die stt 
dards and rules of community life iliai cotupf 
with the interest of (he community and hence 
the individual himself, and not the interests of ih" 
individual alone. Hence the collectivist charac 
of such behaviour. 

Soviet culture is socialist in content, multi, 
WW in national form, and interna lionalisi 
spirit anil character. It has blended the dive 
cultural value* created by all Soviet peoples, 
inhereni featured are ihc popular character, 
muni-fl partisanship, proletarian intemation 
ism Socialist patriotism, historical optimis 
,,volutionarv humanism, collectivism, 

StiS, and ™jccriun of bourucu* 
and the survivals of ihc past in people s mm 
anH condurL 

The level and condition of die intellectual culj 
rurr of mature socialism are show by the new 
feature* manifested in all its spheres- polio 
ideology, morality, aesthetics, science, educali . 
labour, The political culturr of a mature soda" 
society is characterised by a high level oi le 
consciowru*.% So\icS patriotism, and intern* 
tionalism. The idvologitzl crifture of man* 

socialism is S llished b >' ^ P rim * Jf >' o1 
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Kiialist world outlook. Socialist morality is 
ncicrised by the Soviet people's sense of com- 
talent and conscientious attitude to public 
rv The essential feature of aesthetic culture is 
(.harmonious all-round development of the in- 
idual. L e- refined aesthetic taste and aesthetic 
kndc towards work and life. In a mature 
■1st society labour, home life, and persona! 
townships rise lo a higher cub oral level. CJul- 
r has become an important factor in die socio- 
■amic and inlellectual progress of Soviet 



devaluating the role of the national and intcr- 
K*ial in intellectual culture, historical mate- 
Hm proceeds from ihc following principles: 
frre development of nations, of the nadonal 
peter, facilitates rad.cr d.*n impels the 
riopment of the mieiWional; inkcfnatiuIVAi 
EeiS OUt devoid of national trails inasmuch 

k k based on the all-round development 01 
teal cultures; the converter of nations and 
tonalities- seen under socialism underlines the 
feremiation of mankind in terms of the richness 
I divers iiy of intellectual life The dial eerie of 
manorial and the international means that the 
■tssive national traits arc essentially interna- 
aL and that die latter inevitably assumes 
enai forms : in this correlation, the interna- 

d piavy thr. leading rr.iJe. 

the socialist environment, culture develops 
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s^tematically under the guidance of the C 
munis t Party and Soviet government. This 
nothing in common with "cultural dictator 
ascribed to Communists by bourgeois id col o;^ 
Historical materialism is equally opposed loan 
oritarianiam, administrative methods and a 
irariness in the management of cultural devel 
inent and to spontaneity and unrrstra- 
pcrmissiveness- All possible opportunities 

created for titans »<> cfaefcjp and crriith 
apply (heir natural gifts and fanjhies. 

The state policy of developing culture W 
USSR consign the following: .1) mspSW* 
bailee hetweer, the ^ '"^^^ 
rural development oi ?LSS^3 
c— . id-logy and h*h gf« 

Dr ople and t— . ^? 7 Vcu ian 
EftMiW and idologkal pavW of culture 
whole, and enhancing its influence m Lhc sph 
oi communist education promoting the toe 
shijj of Soviet peoples . the sensr oi citizens CT 
mitmeni ro society, moulding a progressive mo 

lit\ and ideological convictions.; i'4l heighten 
the impart of culture and sril in the drive to CS 
out crucial socio-economic, scientific, and recti; 
logical tasks, dealing favourable social and 
deal climate in work collectives, evrnmt;- out 
fuvdcraWe differences between hie. in town 
'ffe in fJie countryside, and shaping the h 
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anion*! y developed individual. 

Under developed socialism, the role of culture 
Burnt* ever more significant in the in telle dual 
rwJopinent of Soviet people, in shaping ade- 
pour iaciliiics for leisure, in promo ling com- 
■BilLst trdui-auo]], in developing .wiener and tech- 
■fogy. and in implementing important socio- 
hnomic tasks, 

Culm re in the high sense of the word has 
pome paW df itflC Soviet Wty- of life. 1 1 extends to 
Spheres, improving people's work and lilc. ami 
bblishing a sound ideological and moral aimo- 
Erc in every collcvUvx- and every family. A svg- 
Bcanr role ifl plaved by cultural institutions: 
Ermunity centres, libraries, muv.uius, aiiiiisc- 
rm parks, and professional art and literature. 

Ex&ll* politic, *nd culture arc °> 
L glides and culture , { reaction, chauvinism, 
Ed militarism. Reactionary politics ha* given 
■c to a threat to culture and civilisation on a go- 
Eacalc. This adds special significance to Lenin's 
fci- that culture must be poliiicaily committed. 
■ of u& who care I or die future of culture and 
fchsation and seek their further advancement. 
■Brio I stand aloof from die world-wide slrug^e 
■rubelofiy ideals of a truJ\ active wa\ of lite in 
k-matertal and cu/turaJ senses. The idea] of cid- 
m is to defend the humane policy of pearr, 
piocracy, and socialism. Co safeguard the 
Kcvements ol civilisation- 
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THE MARXIST-LENINIST 
CONCEPTION OF MAN 
AND SOCIALIST HUMANISM 



The Marxist-Leninist 
Conception of the Individual 

T.-i-: \far\-j>t-Lcnirrrsr conCfpnoT, 
tit' man has inherited and continue* 
to drvrlnp all thti \jrsl elfrmtiiils in 
the theories of its humanist prede- 
cessors. In particular. Marxism has 
elaborated on the thesis of the 

IRth-century French maieriahsii 
that man is the product of the 
social environment and education 

by addijjjT thai p+*f>plti change I lie* 

environment in the process of then- 
activity. 

Marx and Engels dismissed die 
bourgeois abstract and anthropo- 
logical approaches to man. Accord- 
ing to the aiirhropological ihcon 
man, taken as a point of departure, 
is a purely biological entity, Thn 
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principle, alive in contemporary bourgeois so- 
ciology, discounts historical analysis based on the 
objective laws of social development and concen- 
trates on the individual, on the ''generally 
human" traits of man. This principle is, in 
Xngels's words, "incapable of telling us anything 
definite either about real nature or real man." 1 
Unlike the anthropological theory, Marxism-Le- 
ninism interprets man as a totality of socially 
conditioned and individual traits. 

When defining die essence of man, Marx con- 
centrated primarily on the inevitable;, eternal, 
anil determining factor of man's being-one that 
had turned the biological being into the human 
being. This factor is labour, "an eternal nature- 
imposed necessity' \ 2 Man's human essence is 
expressed in labour, in activity. 

Objeclive reality transformed by man's labour, 
the products of man's labour, has become the rea- 
lity of human life, man's world, his "second 
nature"". The products of inan'.i labour are the 
'"second", "humanised" nature with respect to 
nature proper. 

Man is asocial being, a personality, an individ- 

Fpttderitk liu^cls. ""JLudwig I'cucrbach and i he Ft'd cif 
Classical German Philow.i]iliy'\ in: Karl Man .in<l Fn:d«i<-k 
En.gr Is, Stlattd tyfftfci in three volume^ Vol 3, pi 3G0- 
J Karl Marx, Capita!. VVi]. 1, Progress Publishers, Mos- 
cow, 1974. |>- 50. 
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ual. As icgards his personality and his CbtG as 
subject of history, man is in Lhc final count 
product of ihe specific historical social relation* 
which he lives and works. Man's intellec 
essence is socially conditioned and incorjtors 
features epical of tbe prevailing ^ptx^ta 
social relations expressing definite legal, m 
and aesthetkal standards of the society or cl 
This law governing the shaping erf person 
shows the significance of social rcUnions and 
wavs for ine 'prtWtm ° r thr individual. M. 
came time the Marxist-Leninist approach f 
inn. account thr muiiitude of man i mdrv.d 
iraits. 

Marast-J.eiiinist theory, while recognising 
determining role of production relations, cm 
sises ihc necessity to study the role played by 
entire range official relations in personality It 
ma-diMl, tottdce full accoum of . dae influence of 
micrn-environrneTii, lin ing condi lions, the far 
and the people's individual traits 

Another inherent feature of the Marx: 
[jcnimsi conception h its Hose link with pracri 
with the revolutionary activity of the workers. . 
a result of a profound analysis of history and 
obtaining social developments in particular 
lt*>ons uf tin; piylctai iat's cla-is scrug 
Mareism-Lenuiisni pinpointed the socially c 
di turned reasons ibr man's enslavemenl i 
oudincd the ways lor man's emancipation 
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\XW Marxist-Leninist theory ot liberating 1 u 
me abilities rf the worker has defined the 
treason fr»r man's enslavement i.the capital.*! 
an) ihc 4tfc£ ! 'WW«M {nrce liquidates 
reason {the proletariat., and \M means for 
emancipation (socialist revolution'. W 
■xjst-Leninisi theory of class struggle, socialist 
lulion, and the dictatorship nf the proletariat 
.nor preach coercion, as bourgeois falsiuers 
ild have us believe, Ti olfen .scientific prool at 
means necessary for ending ***** <-'*lave- 
hy man arid tor achieving truly humane 
□cms among people. 

enin attached primary importance to the 
fag of the new type of man a dedicated 
«:r and revolutionary. He emphasised that 
•making f a socially signukaut individua is 
■ri wilh his development as an active revolu- 
■ry personality. Disproving the assertion that 
amtion is- not able 10 change man's inner self 
I changes only (he "outer"' conditions of man's 
■pence' thus exerting an advent influence on 
Kncrsnnaiitv, Lenin stressed diat it is in the 
iutionary struggle thai one becomes a per- 
Kty, averts freedom and dignity, and de- 
one's abilities Lo the full. Conversely, phi- 

t adjttStmeut to an exploiter uat&sA &yscem 
err-isei or slw pjcra^-J^s ™ A 

rvpes of socially undeveloped and mtellec- 
Dy repressed individual* who live in constant 
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fear of even thing: the police; strikes, and parol 
parion In social movements. 

Historical materialism sees man as the ultlttH 
value. People's welfare and happiness must be q 
ultimate go«l of uuy Immune society. 

The Concept of Personality 

Kach man is a personality, i. c... a hearer 
socially significant trait*. That is to say, each 
son is at one and the same time a product of I 
social environment and art original and unit 
expression of this environment, of the general 
lite, and in his or her Social group. Social traits] 
t-reaier or less degree are inherent in evrry _ 
sonality inasmuch as man is switched into die si 
Lem of social relationships. While it recognises 
social essence of the personality, historical mat 
riatisrn does not dismiss man's purely biologic 
and psychological traits. 

The airuetun: of the- personality comprises! 4 
social orientation, world outlook, interests, ncecfl 
moral 1 raits; (2) specific individual make-up 

U'.mpw'nmcnt. CJitlnw Tiifur.s, t*.lt»ni*Mr*iarv iiecchl 

13) experience- the extent and quality af ava 
able knowledge, skills, and habits; ('V; individi 
peculiarities of various «sycho\ogieal process 

All components of that person siHty are u, , 
greater or lew degree dependent on the wodm 

outlook, the latter bcan£ vhe core ot this atTuCttH™ 



iirveal the essence of the personal] I y is to ana- 
the nature of its world outlook. An individual 
outlook is the privilege of every person as a 
and thinking being. There is no such thing 
i person u.-rthoiri a world outlook, that is m say, 
^fcoui notions, or ideas of the world and of man's 
^pre in it. or of the meaning of human life. 
The world outlook is the ultimately generalised 
Isysiewiatised view of the surrounding world - 
natural phenomena, society, and oneself as 
as man's principal attitudes, convictions, 
-political, ethical and aesthetic idraJs and 
triples of cognition and evaiuaiion of rnaieriai 
intellectual phenomena S lemming from this 
d picture of the world, 
tarh personality assimilaieh die values of thr 
I of society in its own way, to a different degree, 
fcr greater ihe degree to which the personality 
^■bnilates obtaining specific historical social 
^wions. rhe more significant it is; thr richer it is, 
■br motv fully does fr. express the essence of the 
social relations. 

>ncal Types of Personality 
lorieal materialism holds that there is no such 

Ig an immuraAtlc. human naiure man being 
product of Vita time uml. in a class warfmuy, » 

ntative of a definite class. Social class dis- 
torts condition the various historical types ol 
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personality. Two Lvpcs of personality to ofi 
capitalist and that of the worker arc typical 
capitalist society. The capitalist is FLi^t and fj 
mc«st the ownrr tig the means of prod i a: Lion - 
workcr &*» *0 KttJ*OS # producLion- 
workf rs personality is shaped in the Oftc» «! 
inte— with ^ 1 

struck aeainst the capitalist. 

Despite socieLv's division into dasses and 
i S of .he penality, all F ?P le to* 

national ^rac^ cuVtu^. S^SfMS 
customs, etc, conditioned by W© in mi 

S3 miproau ftm 7fe*r feMj g-j 

mutual mHiienee. as well a. c»mnion MUM 

tif'Bfe, can result in certain ehant^ B 

a«c\ attitudes. 1$ example, wheo 
ruined pcasanl ,or an out oi work intellect 
hecurm s an ordinary workman, his social sta 
and with lime hi* attitudes too. undergo a ro 
spending change, becoming essentially the # 
as those of Other workmen Accordingly, when 
peasant grt?WS rich or a worker's son who ha3 1 
a H ood education finds a lucrative job which 
lime makes him a stockholder or even a 
m imager, be is bound to join the class oi the b 
geoisie and to acquire a bourgeois p^fcfaelo^y 

iclfoLogy- 
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e Socialist Type of Personality 

founders of scientific communism foresaw 
i the first phase of the new uneconomic fbr- 
tion would see the appearance oi' die sfioialfet 
onidfry, conditioned, like tHc entire history 6jF 
lkind. by labour and die obtaining- svsiem of 
ial ; material and intellectual] production. 
The- new, socialist, man appearr-d, as they had 
edit Led, as a result of the victorious Great 
tuber Socialist Revolution of 1917 in Russia, 
dedicated labour and struggle of the Soviet 
le, and the establishment of the socialist 
Kid svstem. 

The behaviour and i>ersonal traits of the {KOTO 
ihe new, socialist, type are essentially comii- 
Apned by the qualitatively new system of social 
Satinus and tlie new social environment. The 

ptciit of ihe social changes that occurred \n the 

HSR shows that Soviet society step by step clim- 
■alcd die exploitation of man hy man i all mater- 
5 and intellectual wealth serves die worker, 
■tour having become not only a means of liveli- 
hood but also a m rails of serving society; rela- 
ships among people are marked bv the devc- 
mentof .sotrial homogeiu-ih , harmonv, oollcc- 
Kvism and fraternal co-operation. 
[ Not ordv the content, but also (he way in which 
kc sociai'environrneiil influences the crmscious- 
Ifc5s and beliavioti!' of man has changed. 
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Humanism, scope and intcnsiveness are 
essential new features thai socialism ha* inuvfl 
duced into the influence that society exercises <fl 
the personality. . . 

Four group of traits characteristic ot ^nj 
social^" tvpc or personality may be singled 

Tfe first group is related 10 the- personality s an 
mdc lV> socialist society as a whole. 

Tfc socialist type of personality is an ideologic^ 
motivated personalty sharing the goals and prtnaplrsM 
tk communist ideology and phang afme alt else tkm 
tcrests of society. Hence me social* t P^rsonaluM 
hiirhrv developed .sense of responsibility tor uj 
country ami its riches, ihr worker', sense of hj 
«Uv. optimum, single-mindetincss, confidence ij 
the ftirure, smsc of political involvement aw 
labour enthusiasm, etc. Naturally, these traits aj 
wime^d in different people to different d^r«J 
Tk ^ond group of traits is related-to the md J 

1^ additional content^ become, a m»J 

on, as well as * u OT (bM 

everyday a oi - XhcXi 'arhe. tlmn .J 

acu veiicss. h bstaiwK 4 

(Jnuscqucndy, an interest ui __i (! , t . rc( i «■ 
the of one's labour rflon ate register 
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h mass scale. People are nm only out to earn 
■■ney, hut arc also concerned with the general 
si^eeis of production, the satisfactory' operation 
«■ the shop. enterprise,, or office. Capitalism, on 
*k other hand, coumcrputea the sphere Of pro- 
Uwtkm to home and personal life., and thereby 
Chides the traits of the person into rwo distinct 
■mips- "professional" or "techmcai" and per- 
il traits. Socialism has bridged this gap 
Keen the personal and die professional; here 
essional skills and traits become dignified 
of personal significance. "He feels at home 
he is not working/' 1 said Marx about the 
jf in capitalist society. Of the workei of a 
list enter prist: we may justly say thai he feels 

ibome when he is working, as Well, The YrUlta 

la socialist enterprise leads a full fife when he is 
J. work. Wt/tk for t/w hcnejtt of socnUtit fucietj u 
end service for the good of the ptoplr and the 
■ oflwmg. This is another essential Trait of the 
talis) personality. 

- Whm thr worker* attitude towards m y*g* 
Ln^rd, hi. attitude towards culture and edma- 

WShrt too. to* '^gSsJT^ 
27a 
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CMionand learning An intensive taiellcciual ■ 
b inhmii m Soviet t**Hty, ^ « the striving - 

the (| |ff £j£ A« 

which members of society arc guided arc m 
siant and hwppxM? conflict, which is tanned M 
the social nature r>f capitalist appropriation, thj 
antagonism between class or group interests aoi 
rhc necessity fell b\ the various classes or sockj 
groups to jn-orcct their interest 1 !. Hence the cn«| 
sinnT r<iiiilki he i ween ettit&es tif nation aliri 
ajicl. accorrlirt.^ly. between proclaimed lyoals : 
obtaining standards or conduct 

Socialist society as a whole has common goal 
arid principles. That unity rests on the foundation 
of common interests, for rhc principles of social™ 
society -demnc racy, collectivism,, and intern* 
lioiutlistn-arf standard practice for all cili/eJ 
mid public bodies. The. community of die vital «H 
icrct? 1 >l 1 lasses and ineial groups, fr iendship arul 
muiual assistance ittnwnj? SovieL peoples tfe&l havis 
replaced the exploitation and antagonism liial 
pnrvailed in tsarist Russia find expression in polh^ 
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il and ideological unity, fraternal co-operation, 
utual assistance, colleeiivism and iniernatiomi- 

m. Inherent in «.wiaiisi tQCtfiQ is reflect for 
idi individual as such, irrespective of his bpr 

Eb$K ^ toWfcy cmcna 

p., pcvjouahi^ ^ 

ham.omousl > J cQtn pointed out to b» 
fcmlo! i communism. i&^W . , 

E "UMtf* Cmmwusm-M Infantile mmh 
Enrmmkm Ls advancing and must advance 
birards that goal, and jgrifi ftfflfA it—to educate 
bd school people, give them ell-nund devthpmtid 
man aft-rowf mwwg, so thai tfifej to A 



V, 1 Lcniiv. "Nolo mi Pldhanov'a Strom) D-nili Pn.- 

fcmme", f;WA*ta/ HWfo. Vt»l. 6, 1977. p M 

» V T tefTtlJj l "LrrN\VJii»" Connnuniun an Infomilr 

b»cdci" G'litxlt'J Winks. Vol. It. p lO 
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HtSTOftY OF MANKIND 
AS MAN'S ACTIVITY 
fN SOCIETY 
THE OBJECTIVE LAWS 
OF HISTORY 

The Objective Logic 

of History and the Activity 

of People 

Human history is a chain of gen- 
erations, cultures, civilisations, arid 
ages. I hr gruund for the present 
was laid in the past, and the 
ground for the future is t^iog laid 
in the present. Our lime has wfe, 
nested die appearance of many 
sovereign suites in place of former 
colonics in Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America. 1 'he present of the newlv 
independent states their poll I ical 
economic, and cultural develop- 
ment-is laying the foundation for 
a happy futmc. 

History, as we know, hm its own 
ohjfftiw logic, that is, a linkage & 
major events and ages unrelated to 
man's volition or consciousness: a 
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rical orientation rhat exists independently of 
human consciousness. But historical develop- 
ment k not determined by anv supernatural 
forces i»r by any biological laws, and much less by 
ipoae psychic, subconscious clement. 'Hie {tbjee- 
ovc loaric of history follow* from ihe faei that 
changes in social relations depend on the material 
and economic conditions, development t> f the 
productive forces; improvements in the socio- 
political and ideological forms of life are deter- 
mined by the economic basis and the sorio-ciass 
structure that expresses ii. The objective logic of 
history is (he necessary change of .socio-economk- 
tormanoris,. including changes in the economic 
structures, and, indeed, in the type of life of 
": clolv a"* 1 « h c historical forms of Communities 
'from clan or tribe to narions and international 
communities;. The logic of history aJso amounts 
ro qualitative changes in political institutions 
consonant with the evolution of economic rela- 
tions, asweJj as a reassessment of ideological 
values. Hence the Marxist definition of social 
development as a natural-historical process or an 
objective process similar in a way to the chances 
taking place in nature. 

1 he notion of objective in social science means 
thai there have never been generations or nations 
able to choose tile way of life according exclusive- 
ly to their taste or volition in disregard of the 
material conditions thev have largely inherited 
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even, generation moves forward by IcaptroggiH 
the one before. Tn order to lake- a firm hold c 
file, people mtevitahly use the obtaining level < 
labour and production or the foundation tor 
laid b) preceding generation*, as well as the exis 
itig social relationships and material terhnr 
and imrllecrual » & » f 

extent derm nine, il* character, 
TV.rrrx^ ol the economic and orher perfoimaiu es 
d.e current Ration and shapes Ihe ngfr 

link, etmdfcg ®« b:in r d ' S3 f 

dividual tidgptt* in various type* or acmit> r* 
enins i"«o relationships with other indiv.d . 
eonseiotu.lv; for example, every mdivul 
exchanges material goods and van 
lakes part in local srU-government, etc. But 
efeain (rf evrnzs and the general relations 
dpwloprnem imfo that rake do 
depends the goals of indKidt.als and. what 
more, are never iuUy appreciated by peo 
These processes art- the aggregate result ot 
activitk* of mam people, of the infinite vaeicT 
wuis and aspirations. JtffiM<te science Is tar E 
«nv onesided moment rin&KM% and d|e* 
tfendft the process of history with some object* 
mvsrical force. The cask of science is to £pU 
rhe mic the conscious will in history aa? B 
^ „^ ,^ for thesocioJmtnrical acl.vuv 
M*iividu»ls, glaswss and nations- 
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The objective logic of history is iiianitesreH in 
objective laws of history. K.arl Marx d5s«OV- 
J these laws. Engels wrote: "Nothing happens 
out n conscious purpose, wilhr.ut an inkudcd 
. Bill this ri is due I ion, important as ir is tin hjs- 
ral investigation ... cannor alter die lacr On.j 
course of h&Wry k governed by inner general 
s." J Lenin ttntifefflij defended die Marxian 
elusion Ihm the sorio-histonca] process vs 
" :t u\ c to character. He stressed #gf all muvc- 
-t of society is governed by laws that are -'not 
y independent of human will, consciousness 
" intentions, but, raihcr, on die contrary, 
ining the will, consciousness and inten- 
uf men." ' 

law* govt" ining social planus uciia art: that 
on element in die s$tot»& oi" phenomena 
underlies their movement and develop- 
i. Science formulates them as theoretical 
nations and si elements, 'ihe laws (if historical 
Jity are defined as univf rsal I pertaining lo the 
lance of all serial phenomena), essential, 

Frodmik t£«?ch. "Ludwiir Feuediarh anil ihr End ul 
'cal German Phuovoiiliv*', an Karl Man anil Frederick 

'% Seki-!io Wnfllit in thtee volumes. Vol. X p. 9$. 
V !. Lenin, "'What the ' Vf lends of the Feoplr Are ami 
"flu;* nphi liic Soriitl tK-.. i..:i j"" Ktflrftti lg*d 

t6ft 



nrnrwr y, and raarrring links be tween phenom- 
ena, their components, trends, etc., which form 
the inner objertrvr sidr of any historical activity 
and of social relations. 

What ail law of the life of society have in com- 
mon is their tbjttUse nature. People can learn the 
laws of hatnry. can change their knowledge of 
them. Bui they operate regardless of whether or 
not wc havr learned them. Prior to Marxism 
there bad been no scientific theory' of revolution, 
though social revolutions did occur. Laws govern- 
ing Bfc cf jnriety are tint erea ted or abolished 
by nfitfirlash, classes, nations, or parties. Tkfey 
operate irrespective of whether their operation is 
fevottcable or unfavourable to individuals, par- 
Bes, Hart , or nations. It goes without saying 
thai ruling classes strive to establish and sustain 
the social relations that arc the basis of" thcir 
dominadon ;e. g., the bourgeoisie defends rela- 
tions based on private ownership of the means 
of production i . This, however, does not alter 
the objective character of the laws of his- 
tory. 

In the final count, laws follow from die mate- 
rial conditions of the life of society t from materia! 
production; ihey originate a* srw:iety rvr a socio- 
economic formation originates, and ihe.ir op- 
eration, ceases when the socio-economic condi- 
tions that generated them cease fp exist. Unlike 
natural laws. Lite laws of human history govern 
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men's social activity and social relationships. 
Consequently, they cannot cxisl :uul rl*i neir 
opera Le prior to or outside history and I lie life of 

society. The general and essential components, 
the relevant and recurring links thai science 
defines as objective laws, are found in social acti- 
vity, economic life, class struggle, politics, or the 
cultural development of the masses. The histori- 
cal process alone shows people that the operation 
oi rhese laws derives from the very roots of the life 
of society and it is this process dial determines the 
normal functioning and development of a social 
system or its components (economy, social sphere, 
political life, etc.)- 

Social formations ate governed by universal 
historical, general, and particular laws. Universal 
historical laws govern the entire history of man- 
kind; general laws govern several formations; 
particular laws govern the functioning of individ- 
ual societies or just some fields of the life of 
society. Interrelared universal historical, general, 
and particular laws govern the development of all 
societies, whether capitalist or socialist, for every 
society is a dialectical unity of the general, the 
particular, and rite singular Historical processes 
generated by the operation of objective laws arc 
called law -governed or regular. 
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Objective Lows 
and Man s Conscious Activity. 
Necessity, Freedom, 

and Historical Responsibility 

Mav one recognise thai history is governed 
objective laws and also recognise man's cousci 
free activiry? The human consciousness, at 
all, cannor rover the entire chain of cvcnis. Is 
passible 10 blend historical necessity and hit 

freedom? r ^. 

The reply c* the adversaries, of Marxism - 
solute & Hither you have nbjctiive ia 
Acv sav. or conscious acdvii.y, ruber ttMoqj 
.cccmv or freedom. The former rules nm ihe 
ur Seysay, and vice vers* inasmuch * h** 
STmawrialism recognises «hc objective law, 
history, its critics aver that ir ignores the p 
slaved bv the conscious, activity oi classes, par- 
arid individuals. But this misses the lftS. 

Necessity should ncM he confused with meviM 
bility I fie objective laws of history, a? we baij 
alreadvsaid : axe laws governing human aeiiyitj 
Thry cannot operate outside (he activity oi thd 
popular masses, of social elates. Yet people o« 
•dously and freely create history if they rake yuidd 
ance in their knowledge of historical lav* 

Social laws shape the conditions and tangibll 
opportunities for successful development- 
Stiocty -s ia.sk in Lu discover thr.wr conditions and 
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tunitics, and io realise them through prarti- 
arrivits. The society thai ropes with this task 
achieve success in io bid tor progress; die our 
t does not, will wonder abour m the labyTinm 
history, will stagnate or backpedal. Historical 
is ensured by knowledge of the social laws 
by appropriate at don. 
Tlie development ot'caphalisjii tracts inevintM> 
rr-Milulion, Bui revolution does nor break out 
Itself. It tt Hik die popular masses hi Russia, in 
conntrie. in Kurtfpc ««B Asia, in Cuba, 
m*d& Angola, and Ethiopia a whole fus«"n- 
period of liiauic effort to prepare and achieve 
lution and die triumph oi socialism. 
We know from history dun in 19| ? a revolu- 
rv situation had taken shape noi onl> 
» but also in Gerruany and Hungary and 
r lands. In all of diem there had even been 
♦olutiouarv eruptions. Yei iM 194.7 the Soviet 
Wi on die one hand, and Germany and 
-gam on the other, developed in iorallv 
fcrcnt directions. VVhiJcin Russia the revolution 
victorious and .socialism mx being built, in 
mr.v and in Hungary the revolutions ended 
a blood bads ami power was taken by the iriOSl 
riouarv, iascisr forces. No? until Nazism was 
eated did Hungary and East Germany return 
the path of socialist re voludon ; Today, ihey are 
ddmg a socialist society. But what utanic effort 
it cost I Freedom lighter* touted ihe enemy 
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and did away with exploitation only thank!) to die 
reAT)lurionary organisation and leadership of their 

Communei parties, and their indcstnu'tihlc 
fortitude. 

V\> -all know what Selfless effort it took the 
Cuban people to crush tbfc aiiii-populir dictator- 
ship of exploiters and open the way to socialism. 

Thus, objective laws do not 1 unction with pro 

dounataon. Action of -social forces is needed to 
carry them inio effect. Hence the historical re- 
of the people and their vanguard for 
of progress in their country. History 
Who realise rhc objective nccev- 
of ic«oinrionary change and strive to secure 
fw« M the price of immense effort and saeri- 
H_s*nry has vindicated many of those who 
ijfht for the freedom of the people and 
! what seemed to he indestructible bastions 

r - ■ ■ » 1 _ 

t He CmO Ofutr 

Hnaorv does not vindicate those who rely on 
and wait for freedom to fall into their 
laJtr deals with reactionary Forces and 
mr<Juiionar\ r ideals instead of taking reso- 
when objective condi lions are. more or 
far ii_ Likewise, history does, not vindi- 
A™e who disregard objective conditions and 
and kindle die fire of premature 
senselessly devoure.s hundreds or 
of freedom lighters while the hour of 

i pw off ibr many years. 
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Historical activity can be spontaneous or am- 
tciaux, Accordingly, laws operate spontaneously or 
are consciously applied by soeietv. 

Spontaneous activity is activity centred on the 
nearest aims and interests, and thai discounts 
bntj-rerm and ultimate tfjak and results. Here 
the historical operation of social laws manifest* 
ttsett as the result of a struggle between contend- 
ing forces. Social forces, like form of nauirv, are 
blind, violent, and destructive. One example of 
historical spontaneity is the operation of the law 
of competition in capitalist soeietv . 

Conscious activity is activity bv united social 
farces planned and coordinated on fhe scale at 
•ociety in the interest of all society or ot a class. 
Conscious activity takes into account and 
achieves die ultimate goals and results. Systemat- 
ic economic, political, and cultural activity in a 
■nrialist state is a specific expression of objective 
l*ws as manifested throvigh con.scintis aeiiviiy. 

Although all people have reason, this does not 
Inrarr that they make history consciously, By con- 
ations historical activity we mean knowledge ol 
lhe laws and fiers pec lives of society s develop- 
ment by the people, by political parties, and con- 
•rioui subordination ol their aetivitv to the reali- 
st ion ol these laws. When once we understand 
the objective force. 1 ;, wrote Eugels, and ''when 
once we grasp ihcir action, their direction, tlieir 
effects, it depends only upon ourselves to suhjor t 



them marc and more to our own will, and by 

mean* of tbem to reach our own ends." 

CMBtwat historical activity is historical freedom. Ij 
foikm? that freedom is not. at cross purposes widi 
historical regularities ; on the com .rary, freedom is 
achieved through understanding' and realising 
than. Historically, social freedom is m ►Lhing but 
lifc and activity based on the know ledge of the 
Law* of reality . Freedom to live, act, think, and 
make decisions reposes on the objective regulari- 
ties that govern society and nature. Ma n kind has 
been able to create highly advanced technology 
and to organise production on a mass scale 
became it grasped the laws governing produc- 
tion. Similarly, men have learned lo fight lethal 
diseases because they have cognised die essence of 
diseases. Procress of civilisation shrnilles progress 
of freedom. 

Historical «.ponianciry is condiiinncd by pri- 
vate ownership of the means of production and by 
opposite class interests. Conscious historical activ- 
ity-, on the other hand, asserts itself on the basis of 
social ownership of the means of production and 
relarions of social unity. 

Socialist construction is on the whole a con- 
sciously conducted process, but llirs must not be 
understood too simplisiically. Socialism also 

■ Frederick Kiigvk. Atiii-Dithnng, p. !$$!, 



kt tows spontaneous processes •; like die unpredict- 
able, results of individual economic decisions or 
the consequences of outside conditions). ATI the 
more so when the new society has not yet taken 
firm root and there still are remnant h of the old 
class structure, while the material and technical 
ba&e and culture are insufficiently developed. The 
higher ihe development of the new society, the 
narrower the sphere ol spontaneity. Under social- 
ism, the decisive condition for the "leap" into the 
iT:a I hi ot freedom is a profound study of the laws 
governing the new society, and scientific nrgani- 
sation of the managemrnt of social processes. 
Today, scientifically substantiated management 
oi society is a basic demand ser by the Communist 
and Workers' 1 parties in socialist countries. 

Objective Conditions 
and the Subjective Factor 
in History 

The concepts objective conditions and subjective factor 
of history reflect die correlation between the 
objective logic of history and its laws, on the one 
hand, and man's conscious activity, on the other. 
Study of these concepts is important for under- 
standing- the processes of revolutionary transfor- 
mation and socialist construction. 

Objective conditions include conditions of his- 
torical activity that arc independent, at a given 
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stage, of rhe will and consciousness of individa 
classes, or parties making history. The o 
don, awareness, siiigle-mitidcdness, and w3l 
volvcd in carrying uut historical tasks coi 
the subjective factor- 

The environment, social and natural, the 
ily of inner and oute r circumstance*, mak? up 
objective conditions. Primarily, die objective 
dilions for social development are material 
economic conditions (the level of the piudui 

forces and the production relations ; , as WCjjl ai 
social .structure and die class and national 
ticiTi-i. The correlaiion of class forces shaping 
aide die country, for example* is of immense ~ 
llcancc for the advance of revolution. There 
other objective conditions independent of the 
of people in a given historical period: thestaw 
political relation?, the level of culture. 

The subjective factor is made tip of scic 
knowledge oi social phenomena, of the la- 
history and any other conscious forms wh 
man exercises inlluence on die social eontliti 
life. Although in the past the workers had 
knowledge of the laws of history, most of 
took part in the revolt .1 nonary Struggle 
sciously T lor they bad empirienl knowledge ( 
on experience) of the necessity ot overLhrt 
the rulinjs; exploiter c!u!»-j. 

When building socialism, ihe subjective 
first of ail includes the leadership of the 
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nbt Party guided by Marxism- 1 .cmriism and 
faying on the people's sitcio-polirical awareness, 
good organisation, and die ability of the people's 
•anguard and the people itself io caity out the 
its set by the Party; smaety's ethics; Beientinc 
ievc merits, eir. 

What is die correlation between the objective 
Conditions and the subjective factor? Historical 
tcrialism is againsr 1 mde res tima ting either ot 
m. The objective factor play* the deiermining 
rl in social development. It governs: 

fa) die necessity of i.levelo| n nent as well as the 
tfcmi ways, forms ami po ten dab of develop- 
B0m~j 

{b; die tasks, aims, and motives of activity, 
ankind sets itself only those tasks which ir is 
le 10 carry out in the obtaining conditions; 
ft] the arsenal ol means ibr carrying out these 

h in mostly the objective conditions thai shape 
character and results of activity. As a I read y 
n dotted, conscious .jelivily on the. scale of 
"iety as a whole is only possible under certain 
io-cennomir conditions, i. e. in the absence of 
la ironist He classes. 

While the objective conditions play the deter- 
tmng role. Lhe subjective factor, in its turn, 
rrts a reverse inlluence on the objective condi- 
iris. VViihoi.it it progress is impossible. Objective 
cessiry is nut realised by iisrlf, but through the 
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}rrneK te of Classes, nations, end Stale* for their 
f acL r>r h charadmsfic of vtifcar un- 

mav even play a determining role. To. (Sample, 
t he'<ubjective factor {revolutionary party, ntflte 
Lionarv jmrioiMfe good organisation rf the 
workers ) i» decisive when the objective conditions 
for the triumph of the revolution haw already 

taken shape, , 

The Marxist-lxninist under. Landing ot the 
correlation between the objective conditions and 
the subjective factor in tij$SM$ is a trustworthy 
beacon lor revolutionaries combatting arbdrun 
ncss. spontaneity, and belief in predestination ed 
events. Vast experience shows that the worked 
and their vanguard can be victorious hi the strug- 
gle tor the new society if they understand the lavvs 
of social development and have learned lu apply 
ihem in the specific conditions obtaining in their 
country-, and if they arc organised into a close.- 
hutlt army of fighters for socialism. 



Chapter Nine 



THE DR'V/NG FORCES 

OF HISTORICAL DEVELOf'HENT 



Whoc Are the Driving Forces 
of Historical Development? 

Ha ving defined I he history of 
mankind as people's activity, his- 
torical materialism poses and 
solvtrs yet another question, that ot 
the driving font* behind socio-htstor- 
ieal development. 

As noted in the preceding 
chapter* the development of 
economy, of socio- political struc- 
tures, and inieflecinal phenomena 
occurs through the clash of inner 
contradictions, firsi and fruvrruvM 
in the mode of prodiirlion, i. e. 
In* I ween the prod uc live forces and 
production relations, and also 
between soeiely and nature, die 
basis of stifle Ly hi id its superstruc- 
ture, the objective conditions and 
the suhjeirLive factor, etc. 



Ihouefa objective cunliadiclio™ arc die soura 
oTdrtelapmcnL they do ft r^rvr 'hcrnsefve 
but bv the efforts ol the massed 
I— , ■■rii" and "parties leaded by WtUfff 
Jl«firi«- The ^cial forces chat tackle L 
IZJ^aZi tasks posed by the objective couisd 

and again whole classes of M j&f W f P u 1 
pic; and dm, tn« T not momentarily, tor the MM 
s icnt Oarint? up of* rtfttt»M»* WMHJb quickly die* 
down, bill far j !asri»K action resulting m a tfreal; 
historical transformation-. 1 The driving orcd 
of modem history Engels defined as -<hc Qgfrj 
„f „. classes and ... the conflict of their 
intcTcsts".'" 

Consequently, the concept ol' the driving Ibrcesj 
gf hciOTi kiti'jdcs subjects of his rnrical activity as:j 




Et^rK "Luil wig F* u cr-tjad i :«id UM End I 
ffaOnophy". hi". K.ar^ Mtaft >uid Frftfnrlc 
H. i fa three volumes, Vr.l. 3i p, %' 
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well •« fiu-iors morivarii))? people's actions, and 

SOCJul 4J<''ivjJy. 

Unlike hour^eois sociology, historical ma it* ri- 
al is rri identifies the driving threes ol" history from 
i In- standpoint of its fundamental principle thai 
material economic life is primary and intellectual 
phenomena arc scconiiary. Historical materi- 
alism dismisses die assertions of idealist thinkers 
who assume that tin- driving fbpefis ni' history ar$. 
intellectual phenomena IjJrti **thc evolution $ 
ideas", "the power of the historical spirit", 
*!seJj|ti@3S& fcjft^ftisg/*', and I he like. Inasmuch :cs 
the basis of every society consists of die mode of 
production of material bend its, Lhe popular 
musses and their activity as the main p rod uc live 
force of society constitute die chief driving force of 
history. 

The material requirements and interest of lhe 
mass of the people, of class??, jii id nations are die 
principal social causes behind the demands of iht. 
objective laws ol history. Requirements and inter- 
e$Ls ate shaped by the obtaining level of develop- 
menl of society and lhe existing syslrm of social 
relations. Men's cardinal interests reflect the 

character of economic relations. Man ual infer- 
rstx arc the torm in which economic relations 
express themselves. An amagonism of interests is 
itKivfodile in u socir iy Uised oil private ownership 
ol the means of production. Willi die aboil lion of 
exploiter classes and rhr establishment of i.om- 
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ra0 n owncnnip of me means of production W* 
a uiikv ***** intcres© of diltereul social groups. 

Whatever people do is done 10 Sati!# their 
requir«ncn« am! interests. Shis social aeiiyilv » 
prompted bv social requirements and social inter* 
Lb, \ social requirement manifest a *naal 
b«W*need in a definite material or other condi- 
tion pertaming to man's lire: ^ood labour cond.- 
uom, collect^ appropriation df the product* ot 
labour, participation in rhe mana^mcni o 
enterprises, etc. The si^.ificaiuic of tnteUectual 
requirements grows in present-day society. As the 
^\ine *ocs. man fives not by bread alone 
The diverse social and individual requirements 
are not isolated from one another. They are av 
«i—e»nv rroinmcd and form a siirt-ic natural 
svstcm Man's requirements are the more diverse 
the bieher the level of society's development. The 
rise of human requirements is a universal histori- 
cal ikw nf devrk-^mem. This law operates to the 
inllrsr rxteul when the esplokanon ol man bj 
man is ended. Socialist socfety broadens 
Of the mm ^lev-am requirements, white Liu 
£S oi irrelevant J** 

«Wn ft* creative element ot the personality And 
that impede it* physical and inteUcctu.il develop- 

BVeni is n-snicied. ,. 

The ccmtauily growing material and micnei> 
mat requirements t£ the people, above all in crca- 
dve activity, the necessity to satisfy these require- 
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men IS ^ are a powerful stimulus for economic and 
Cultural development. 

Requirements are indissolubly Unktni w r idi in- 
terests, which express die- orientation oi'aii aoirv- 
ity towards the realisation of re nam needs, Wurr- 
CM is not a pure act of the consciousness, hut also 
has an objective aide. A common in ceres t, for 
example, exists tior only in the consciousness of 
the members of society, but "iin?t of all b reality, 
as the mutual interdependence of the individuals 
among whom ihe labour is divided".' Common 
uwe.nfiu blends the infinite multitude of diverse 
desires and actions of thousands attd millions into 
a single activity, and is the foundation for com- 
mon aims, tasks, and motives. In a class society, 
the common interest* of the exploiters, the rich, 
oppose the commOTl iliriTfSIS 0i lilt CXplflittfU Bfc 
poor. 

As a rule, the ruling classes try to pass off dicir 

From this bottfcf^TS ideolo^M* dt#* om csffifcto* 
sion that me contemporary bourgeon state is a 

"welfare'* state- • K 

the workers fiffhi the exploiter*, Uw> 

become increasing aware of fe» W«gg 

and the ^^«ty of their ^ 

m** a«n tngeh, 'Thr German Ide- 

ology-" , in: Karl Mv£ Frrdcikk Lng.^. QMW V,,L 
I 5, I97f, p. 
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interests af "ihe rich and famous' of ihfe 

This process of class self-education proceeds in rhj 

complex conditions of fighting die bourgeo* 

ganda trie to Mpm <hc ,llindl 

"itly under socialism is M ** 

Ji,\mup, and individual rtftftf*"^ 

^^eal unity of society takes shape -dis.co^ 
J*** Nrvc*rrhcl«., the state c>r the ™« 

not be idealised. experience d o« 

ifcitfc takes a 1 P c0 ^ e - t ^^ L l( J n ^ t^n^lcliTf ioj 

leam ihs economical V, ami » 1 . J 
.nd p^eholngically, developing a CPUeC^J 
J^JJ^nc* and behaviour. Thai u why, e coi 
rf^die social production relatwr*** 
SS.*«e preserve, even develop ^.chvuiuHU* 
^ tfae desire to make good *t ^ lh ™ *J 
2*. 7t the expense ol society. Hje off-Ai 
& however > clear: under sou ahsm the*| 
Ski** are held in common by the 

thev are a powerful driving facet ut *>4 

, ^ciaJ. and intellectual development. 

•X«j>thin fi which sets men in motion must 
dragfi tfteif/mnf/.v. hut tvfot* ionn a te&jm 

^ aund »W it, ,)cnd very much upon ihr cir* 
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cum stances.' 11 1 These words of Engels's help un- 
derstand the role of the intellectual driving ibi ces 
of historical development. Social relations, 
irquirtmelils, and intf re*<* realised in ilu: 

form nfidcolni^kal values. 1 f. idf-als, prin 

ciplrs and goals; As the masses assimilate the 
I revolutionary ideology, it beownfes a mai«*nal 
Iforce and a powerful stimulator ol levolultonan 
anion. One example is the role of the Marxwi- 
Lenhusl ideology; which m 'nrellecmal 
foundation of building a socialist soeicty. Ide- 
ntical 1 1 1 ii ty of lb<3 people shaped by the revolu- 
tionarv ideology is a driving ibrce of utdieard of 
power. 

[The Decisive Hole 
of the Popular Mosses 
m History 

The recognition that the popular masse* plav the 
decisive role in history follows directly from the 
materialist vfrw of hisfnrv. One of the most im- 
portant conclusions of Marxian is dm- dg P > F u- 
lar masses are the main productive force m 
society All pre-Marxian ideologists, Ufcc the con- 
temporary theoreliciani and ftM&m* W W 

toj^ Cmmn Wv/.^m" in : Kjri Mm ^ 
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capitalist countries, reject the role of die popular 
masses as the main driving force of social develop- 
ment. Bourgeois ideologists have invented lots of 
scornful names for the masses, like : 'faeelrss 
mass", "mob", "unruly de-spot of history", "de- 
stroyer of civilisation", etc. The idea of a so-called 
elite [t e. select group) - political, technocratic, 
scientific, etc., has l>een put into circulation, ami 
the ofd reactionary theory thai history is made by 
supermen is being peddled in a new wrapping, 
lesc and similar unscientific, ideas pertaining 
Ml rht " r^le f>f the popular masses cannot, however 
disprove historical realities, The contemporary 
work! revolutionary process the basic content of 
our age -is run neither b y an nor b 

supcm^" hut by the broad popular masses, 
tor it « the latrer's interests that rdlea tile nbirc- 
tflPB requirement* of the fam hmory. 

jhe m^armmis is a definite concept in his- 
torical materialism, neither -merging with nor 
opposed to die concept oi dais. The popular masses 
are a totality of 'daws and social, inehtd'mg nafionul, 
groufto and strata inUrexltd by virtue of tkr.ir objective 
stetus in society in carrying out his tor teal develop- 
ment. 

Lenin's definition of the masses helps under- 
stand their class structure: "It is common know- 
ledge that the masses are divided into classes, dial 
die masses can be com rawed with classes only by- 
contrasting die vast majority in general, regard- 
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less of division according l» xtarns in the social 
system of production, with categories holding a 
definire status in die .social system of produc- 
tion..." 1 

The papular masses arc first and foremost the 
workers for they are associated wirh die basic- 
sphere of die liii- of society, diat of material produc- 
tion.. At certain stages of historical development, 
the workers ate joined by the* non-working sec- 
tions of the population. To wit, broad strata of 
the national hourgeoisie and intellectuals take 
parr in ihe national liberation movement 
together whii die workers. They all form the 
popular masses, a single from, which tights for 
national liberation and progress. 

The decisive rt&t of the popular masses in his- 
torical development may be seen in all the basic 
spheres of the life or society. As the main produc- 
tive force, the masses are creators of all material 
values and of technological progress. Kvcry rJa\ 
anr\ Orrery hntir. millions of workers change and 
improve labour opr rations arid substitute new tor 
old instruments of labour. By chis rhey lay the 
ground for major Technological innocuous intro- 
duced by outstanding inventors and scientists. 
The source of discoveries and inventions is to be 
found in what is being done every day by ordi- 

i\- I, T.i i.in ^'l.rlt-Wiriv,'' CommiiiliMTi An Infatuilr 
Diwrder', Collect VhJ. 31. ]* 41. 
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narv wrote and in the expodence they ama» 
over vears ami centuries. 

Creatine material values, the workers provide 
for the creation nf material preconditions lor 
thedwdopmcni nf intellectual culture, for in die 
absence of means of su bs is tenet- society could noi 
aflSancesricfire. an, philosophy, etc., or in other 
could out en^e in mteUeclLial produr- 

U< TT«. activity it the popular masses in the sphcrr 
t/mtrflnrtual ruhure is not. confined Ll> tbe crea- 
tk«i rt the material conditions Tor the lite « 
tD em-.Tbe popular masses take direct part in m- 
■ ■ninrffifr Efforts by innumerable Kern-rations 
crraard language as the instrument t>f thought 
TnT nmflrrraaJ rtrmienrc of mankind is also 

t-mhMKlierl hi die laws of logic-- The popular 
masses have created the treasures ti tblk art. 
which has always been and will remain an inex- 
haustible source of id eas for outstanding figures m 
the am. 

Neither the existence of social relations nor 
changes in them are possible without the activity 
cf the popular masses. The persistent srruffgle of 
the o pp re ss ed led to die abolition of slavery and 
it ■■frfcmi ; oational libera rion struggle brought 
aboBC Ac collapse of colonial systems; and capi- 
firfian for all its power, is being undermined 
W the communist movement. The new, socia- 
«wem is the result of the conscious 
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effort of ihe masses direr red hy Conmmnisr 
parties. 

As for die limits and possibilities, die scope and 
dcpdi of Lite mass effort* it is different under dif- 
ferent historical uondiiiona. The extent to which 
the masses exercise (heir rule of die driving Force 
depends on a number of conditions ; a the char- 
acter of the economic and socio-political system 
and the social status of the workers conditioned 
by the former; (b: die character of changes tak- 
ing place in srH-iely; !ei rhe level of social awurc- 
wss and organisation of the masses. 

Undoubtedly, con temporary capitalist society 
cannot completely halt the activity of ihe popular 
masses ; that is why capitalist ruling circles seek to 

five it a direction favourable to their own goals, 
Monopolies encourage workers' labour activity in 

order to gain more profil: bourgeois politicians 
feck ro divert worker? from political Struggle and 
restrict their activity ro a tried* personal gain. 
These efforts of the ruling classes have caused a 
considerable part of the working class, including 
orkers in industrialised capitalist countries, to 
nan in politically passive. 
Existing socialism abolished exploitation and 
thereby footed out all class reasons for restricting 
the activity of the workers, Socialism's achieve- 
ment in developing the hisTnrical activity of the 
masses is wril known On c>u>;tv "H rttf world, itit; 

permanent growth in the rate and scope t# the 



Whflt is Hiatoncol Mote 



workers' activity ih directly related m coiuoB 
linn and improvement of the economic <v> wc ^J 
socio-political and ideological base ol the acfl 
social svsttrnt. _ 

Marx and En gels formulated tUe law ot «■ 
growing role in history of the popular maocaa 
follows: "Togrihcr with the thoroughness "J 
historical action, the size or die mass who** ac^| 
ii b iv iH the^fojpe itn ica^- ViJ Lcnni 
"The greater the scope aim" extent ol hjs|, *g 
eveuts, the greater is die number ot people pj 
ricipating in them, and, connamv.sr. the *m 
profound the change we wish to bang about, J 
more must we m& au interest and an mtrJlM 
(l mtudc towards it, and convince more miiU- 
m\ ten* Of millions of people that »| 
necessary. * - . J 

(lur age oilers (Swvinciiij? prooi oJ Hie gencj 
sociological law or die growing activenev* <*m 
popular masses in .social development. The warn 
revolutionary process and socialist and od 
munis! construction are indeed die result . of ■ 
revolutionary activity of die workers guided c 



1 Karl Marx and Frederick Kngi&f "the Hi>lv n 
in: KarJ Mar*, Fr<-drrick Enacts Celled U'toXi. \ 
ftjjgpna* PuiilisiiCis, Moscow, p. H'2. 

' V. 1. l-ifju'ii, ■•Tin- i:i»hth All Rsmis €k*&m 
Soviris, Dcr-rmlrtT 22-29, !9'Jt>. RepM* on Uir VVork u 
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Communist and Workers' parties. Consequently, 
the race and scope of revolutionary change in 
■octet y art: largely determined bv chc activeness of 
Ac masses and their decree of comn i i i mm i to the 
Cause of progress. 

The Role 

tji Outstanding Individuals 

■fhih* recognising (he. jmpular masses as die main 
driving force of social development, historical 
■atcrialisin does nnrdeny die role of ou is (and ins; 
'viduals, Their activity is not eounterposed to 
activity of the masses or classes, but is consid- 
faed as being directly linked to the latler, i. e. as 
Lin of the popular maxseV overall struggle for 
■ogres?. 

The emergence of a specific outstanding iigure 
oo more than an incident in the history of any 
try. In his or her' place there could be 
if icr outstanding figure. What is noi fortuitous 
the fact chat history produces outstanding iudi- 
iiato. People who make history are of different 
"ity. They aci in dirTereni condi lions and 
present different sociaJ croups. Thus, they ron- 
■bute rh'flc.remfv ro chc common historical 
fa?e. Ouli/mrffXi> ■ Jigiiti'A mr those who fcflrwe mudc 
^pntif^ltif.st r.onrrihtstn'in fir tin:- * tewtopmc m uT 
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The demand in outstanding %fif¥S is gener- 
ated bv the very topic or mass or class activity. 
The latter « effibtive if it k organised and di- 
rect^ in accordance with a movement* common 
goal* and imeresis. History has shown \hM a class 
caimor win political supremacy unless it produces 
its imn political leaders, i Ls own Advanced figures: 
capable of organising and lending U social 
movement. 

Gas leader- head social movements and per- 
form the following- general functions: they work 
out the programme of the movement and the 
efle.cuve means and methods for implementing it. 
and organise the masses to tight for the pro- 
gramme goals. In our day , tusks of ibis kind are 
carried out h\ political parties led by (hi* ttioki 
experienced and the most able individuals from 
the point of view of die given class. 

The history of the tight for ■socialism has borne 
out Lenin's criticism of the psendo-rcvolti nonary 
idea that there should be "no authorities", The 
prole lariat needs '^diougluful, experienced and 
knowledgeable political leader's".' Tile pit >le lar- 
iat needs authority in trW sense I ha I young 

workers need the experience of seasoned fighters 
against exploitation and oppression, diose who 
have taken part in a number of revolutionary 

V I, Lenin, ' : "I.Hi-WiniT Ouiiimtiiiisiii - An lnliniiili 
DW.Trlrr", C-'Urtlrd Wmfe. Vnl. -J I . T>. j2. 
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llgliiN and who have learned from iwoh.it ion a r y 
traditions and their bread political outlook. 
Lenin saw Marx, his theory and revo In nonary 
experience as such an authority. I he twentieth- 
century world communist movement has also 
produced such an authority for the proletarian 
limners for socialism- frnin. l^eiuns historical 
magnitude is also recognised by nufx-t:t)iriinumst 
progressives; for all progressive people through- 
out the world his name is inseparable from events 
and developments thai Have t hanged the world 
in the twentieth century, 

In every country, the revoluiiiuiary movement 
generated outstai 'ding lighters and leaders of the 
masses i Jose Marti and f'idcl Castro in Cuba, Ho 
Clin \finh in Vtelnarii, Agi.istiriho Neto in 
Angola, F.rnsi 'I haelmann in Germany. Amoiiio 
Gratnsci and Pahniro ToglialU iu Italy, Maurice 
Thorc/. in France, and so on. 

Outstanding figures are shaped and produced, 
by certain historical developments, iu particular 
in periods when the old social system is breaking 

up and a new system is .surfacing. At a limr wlicu 
i be new has iml fully developed hut is taking iool. 
colossal eflbri is needed to reveal the pussibdirics 
and ways for achieving it. The talent of a Trail- 
blazer is needed to rccognisr it. to understand it, 
and to help others tee ii. Outstanding figures are 
needed to carry out the multifarious historical 
task of breaking 'die fetter of mc old. rejecting the 
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moribund, helping the birih of the new and 
/jressive that answers the interests of the advi 
clones, and rallying them for the light to ac 
the triumph of die now. 

Ouistandiny individuals- possess, qualities 
utlow tlum to "promote die work of carrying 
the grrai social tasks of their Lime-, Inasmuch 
they arc ca|*ablc of founding a social move- 
to sec farther dvan others, and inasmuch as 
want to change the (getting system, rhey play 
Gji&fSffldlHg Wife «i the history of die w 
From the point of vie*- $ historical ma 
alism' the activity of an outstanding figure alw 
6ii£*B0>* the iatrrcsw of a urogies*"^ ctes^ 
role played bv tJifc E#nr£ is determined by tus_ 
her class and the place it ©ccupi** in the socil 
movement in question. The more progressive tftfl 
class, the i^i cater die figures lIjjs class advanrfp 
At the same rime, these individuals exert a powdl 
Jul influence on historical development so lung ^ 
lhr\ work for die interest of their own class, fti 
urgent social goals. From ihe history of" the worti 
i»g class's light for socialism we know qtafte a Jo* 
names of Lhose who played an import* nt part z*m 
cujovcri authority wm% masses while tnql 
were- revolutionary fighters, and lost their nM 
flucncc ihc moment they tell their rauia. 

Marxism -1 ^uuiiam recognises the significaJ 
role played l>\ outstanding tigure», but rejects airjj 
Inrrn irtf Vie.ro worship or rho cult of individual* 
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Never will it set off an individual against else 
■Kisses, classes, or panics. Personality cult is lor- 
cign to die science of revolution and die practice 
d" existing socialism. When mid where- these in- 
Manees do appear, for certain temporary reasons, 
diey harm the revolutionary movement and 
Socialist const J uctioti. 



Chapter Ten 

SOCIAL REVOLUTION 
AS A FORM 

OF HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 



1 he unity of the objective logic of 
history and people's I'on serious 
activity manifests itself in social 
revolutions. Social revolution* 
express die general objet live taw oi 
transition in in i one .socio-economic 
form a lion to another. The.y art 
also i lie peak oi the class sbTUffriip of 
lilt oppressed against their oppres- 
sors, and the highest form of (he 
conscious historical eifativitv of 
the masses. 

The Marx is i. -Lenin is* doctrine 
on sixial revolutions combines 
analysis -of the objective state of 
affairs antl the objective course t£ 
evolution [of history Aitlkn] with 
the most emphatic recognition of 
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the importance of die revolutionary energy, revo- 
lutionary creative genius, and revolutionary in- 
itiative of the masses - at id dlsn, oi course, ot indi- 
viduals, groups, organisations and parlies that 
are able to discover and achieve contact with one 
or another iJass' 1 . 1 

The theory of revolution in general, and social- 
ist revolution in particular, is the theoretic;*! and 
ideological nucleus of the strategy and tactics of 
Communist parties. Acceptance or non-accept- 
ance of this tlieoiy is ihe dividing line between 
genuinely Marxist revolutionary parties and 
reformist currents if! ihe present-day workers 1 
rrn Kfnient. 

1 1 is (Jierefore important for even - genuine 
tighter againsi exploitation to assimilate the dia- 
lectical-materialist foundation of the dieory oi 
social revolution. 

The Essence 

and Historical Necessity 
of Social Revolutions 

S<K-iiil revolution is a radical change in the system of 
swiaJ tela {tow rmditng in transition from mu sw:in- 
a-onmnk Jbtmafkti ti< another. 
A social revolution should be distinguished 



1 V. I. Lenin. "Apainsi Bnvcon*', Collided J I firtfot Vol 
y.i, p. 'Mi. 
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from revolutions occurring in individual sp 
of society Cihe industrial; scientific and techn 
ical revolution, etc.) and from qualitative e 
tiptetry changes that occur in every S 
LasuV it should be distinguished from 

Asocial revolution is a process of resolving 
major socio-political arid socio-economic c 
contradictions thai have developed in a gi 
society. Contradictions Ihat gi*« tor decades 
even centuries surface in the course of rrvolu" 
For example, the revolutionary' process in C 
resolved numerous contradictions: between 
Cuban nai ion and US imperialism ; between 
ruling national oligarchy (backed by ihc 
monopoly bourgeoisie) and the oilier strata 
Cuban society, including the urban petty bo 
geoisiej between the bourgeoisie, the landlo 
die moneyed tenants, the usurers and bankers, 
the one hand, and die workers, on the oih 
between die needs of die national economy 
the dominant reactionary superstructure^ 
ween Cuban national culture and the N 
American imperialist ideology-, and so on. 

Social revolutions are br ought about by nbj 
tivc necessity. The main reason for social revol 
uon is tlic conflict between me productive, fu 
i the requirements of th<:ir development) 
obsolete production relations that impede 
nomic progress. Such production relations ha 
ccasrd in he the social form for the dcvclopm 
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«f the productive forces and have, indeed, begun 
to act as fellers on litem. Consequently, social 
revolution ultimately leads to changes in the sys- 
tem of economic relations, primarily the relations 
of ownership. 

Economic contradictions arc the deepest rea- 
son for social revolution, while their immediate 
reason is the complex of" social-class contradic- 
tions, in the first place those between die ruling 
class and the oppressed masses, between the reac- 
tionary superstructure and the elements (or sys- 
tem) of new economic relations thai have bur- 
fconed in the womb of the old society. 

Inasmuch as ihe ruling class and die existing 
Jconomic relations arc held up chiefly by the 
Male, die main contradiction resolved hv revolu- 

"nn is the contradiction berween the exploited 
classes and the state nf the ruling class. 

The firs I and principal «pit-sin»n of revolution, 
pom in die strictly theoretical and in the practical 
political sense, is the transition of stale power 

fircm one class to another. 1 Hence every social 
■Evolution is a political revolution^ wliich does 
■ot mean, of course, diat every political coup i.s a 
■Dcial revolution. Coups d'etat arc frequent in 
Kmc developing countries, Bui ihey do not lead 
'to radical sudo-erononiic and political change. 

1 Set V. 1. fcenfoi "Uiuirs on Tncii,«' ! . Cvlh.-.ttA ttVJff, 
ol. %% [i. It- 
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What is changed are only individual (often tna^ 
nilicant dements of d»e prevailing regngi 

Hence, social revolution is necessary not 
from rhe economic point of view, bul also 
i he social-class and political, An oveiLurn in 
political superstructure is conditioned by 
overturn (hat has already gradually and 
daily occurred in die basis (in the case of 
socialist revolutions, or In rhe jnemi.se?' for 
an overturn in the basis > in the period pre* 
socialist revoluuonj, It is conditioned by the 
because the politicai supers true Lure of the 
class has come into conflict with die new con 
lions and requirements ol development, uf 
economy and the entire system r>f social relaii 
1 1 has Ceased to express the interests of die so 
groups that carry forward the progressive. forms ( 
social relations and aic able U' tiiMJir the saii-v 
lioti of die urgent Mid o-historical requiremt 
and carry out Lhe tasks of further hisLorii 

development. 

"The destructive force of a revolution," LenflJ 
wrote. MJg lm a considcrahlr drgrce dependent am 
how stroug and protracted the suppression of tim 
striving for liberty has Jx*cn, and how profound* 
tlit: contradiction between die outmoded 'supJ 
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Lrnhrs conclusion was borne out by the expe- 
rience of the Great Ocloher Socialist R c vol u lion 
in Russia, the Cuban and other revolutions. 
Their destructive force stemmed from the contra- 
dictions dial had accumulated for centuries, from 
die acu Leness of these contradictions, and from the 
coercion thai the reactionary classes visited upon 
rhe workers and all progressives. 

The conditions for an overt 14m develop not 
only in the sphere of economic; and snciu-pol ideal 

relations, Its premises grow also in the sphere of 
intellectual culture. 'Ine old social ideas and atti- 
tudes, and social psychology, which retlect the 
jhray of life of the ruling classes, ;-tre no linger able 
in serve 1 lie interests of progress and are dius 
rejected by 1 Ue-r new social forces. The latter create 
their own world oudook and their own ideology. 
As u rule, an overturn in the socio-economic and 
political spheres is preceded by a most acute 
struggle against old ideas and for die new, pro- 
gressive ideology. Before (he revolutionary classes 
accomplish a revolution. Lhev become aware ol die 
necessity of a revolution and of tiie ways and 
methods of carrying i( out. and thus assimilate a 
aew ideology. The change in rl»- sphere tjjt irlr- 

olngv. however, i* compieTcd on the soil of those 
new conditions that result from the triumph of 

I the revolution. 

The evolution taking gN* m many of rhe eon- 
Vmprn-ary exploiter societies 
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example of the ripening of conditions ibr an oMI 
turn in all the main spheres of the lite of society 
Here rxintradicrians are mounting Iwivvccn d* 
social character of production and the piii 
form tif appropriation, between the uionopcfll 
and (he people, between the workers and 
exploiter classes, between the status of the "<« 
ina rlaas and Lhe other srrioa of workers as dlK 
main productive force and iheir actual socnl 
position and lack of political rights. Today it is ■< 
longer possible to EgiMgK the gap between the 
growing wealth of developed capitalist rnuninll 
and ihc poverty suffered by many ol lhe younj 
states i hat have only recently become mdc pend- 
ent ol' colonial rule. More and more staggering « ; 
rhe abyss between the colossal development] 
potential of the productive forces and their one* 
sided and irrational use, the predatory' exploi- 
tation of manpower and of natural resources. and 
between the vast prospects of historical develop! 
men i ottered by the revolution in science and 
teclmology and the imperialist threat to destroj 
civUisauon in lhe flames of a thermonuclear waf! 
.Ml these economic and 3oeial comradictiow 
manifest themselves in lhe. degradation eif culture 
alienation of the individual, arid, more impofl 
tantlv. in the conflict be < ween the interests of At 
bxoad itiasse.s anil lhe political superstructure 
die exploiter daises,, tlie bourgeois machinery 
state in the first place. 
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As noted in the polity documents of the inter- 
national communis* movement, loday the capi- 
talist syslem has on the whole matured rof social 
revolution. This is seen in the in tensHi cation of 
the numerous intrinsiL contradictions of contem- 
porary capitalism. 

In sum, social revolution is a law of historical 
development in class cxploiuo societies. It occurs 
when lhe old social system has exhausied its 
potential for development and cannot serve ftM 
foundation of soeieiy's objective necessity lor 
farther advance in the in teres ts of the broad 
masses, and when no reforms carried out by the 
ruling classes can lead society out of the impasse. 

Historical Types of Revolution. 

Socialist Revolution 

and Its Specific Features 

Social revolutions are distinguished by their char- 
acter (type), driving lbrces, and objective and 
libjective conditions. The type of social tevolu- 
ion is determined by lhe historical tasks it carries 
ml and Lhe social forces that accomplish it. 
from history wc know cA sucV> ryprs. nl' rrvolu- 

liiu as anti-feudal (bourgeois; revolutitais accom- 
plished under die leadership of the urban bour- 
geoisie, anti-imperialist, national librrarion, and 
iDcialist revolutions lin the imperialist epoch;, in 
y countries socialist revolution is to be pre- 
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ceded fey anu-rmpcriaJist, nalionaJ liberation or 

peopled democratic revolution. 

The first *<age of ihe Cuban revolution, for 
cxaiuple, was t>f a people'? democratic and anti- 
impcrialisi character. Ti consisted tjtftht! efctablftb- 
rncnt pf the revolutionary-democratic dictator- 
ship of the people (the working class and the 
peasantry), radical agrarian reforms, elimination 
of the foundations for imperialist domination, 
and other democratic social change*. The driving 
force? behind the Cuban revolution were three 
classes: the working class (rnughh one million 
people:, the working peasant* (a round 300,000 
people), and (he urban pelty bourgeoisie, from 
which many student* and office workers o-imf. 
These Jbrces were in ciibec fighting three wars: For 
national liberation, against pre-capitalist i. feudal : 
survivals, and against capitalism. The radical 
petty bourgeoisie aspired to leadership, Rut 
already at this stage, the working class was the 
actual leader of the revolution, 'lite composition 
of the driving forces- and the leading rr>le of the 
proletariat determined the character of the 
Cuban revolution mu\ its uninterrupted advance 
In the socialist stage, 

The socialist revolution is the highest type of 
revolution ; it secures transition to socialism, i. e. 
tQ ihe social system thai eliminates any and all 
exploitation of man by mat! and. coiLscquendy, 
social-class antagonisms. Its tasks &r€ of a larger 



iOCIAL KEVOLUtlON 



241 



scat* and of a creative rather than destructive 
nature. 

The socialist revolution creates conditions tor it 
gradual elimination of society's division into 

classes, i- c. for establishing a system wherein 
atrial evnlution will cease to be a political 
revolution. 

Marxist-Leninist theory singles out the follow- 
ing features of the socialist revolution: 

fa) The socialist revolution is an objective law 
of society's transition to socialism. The need for it 
derives from die main contradiction of capi- 
lalism. that between die social character of pro- 
duction and the private character of appropria- 
tion. It is begi ti ten by die basic class an tagonism - 
the antagonism between labour and capital -as 
well as other intrinsic contradictions that resulted 
in the general crisis of capitalism. Hie objective 
necessity of the socialist revolution is a topical 
issue in the cu rnmt ideological si juggle. 

(b; The socialist revolution is -the peak ot the 
class struggle of (he working class and its allies 
against the exploiters. OnJ\ a class struggle that 
has attained ihe siaye < if a proletarian revolution 
can secure radical change in society along so- 
cialist lines. 

!"t:j The socialist revolution is at one and the 
same time an objective process and the result m 
the conscious historical activity of the masses, 
which l.hcy gear to (heir scientific ideology a-rid in 
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which they are led by die Marxist-Leninist par 
[if) The socialist revolution signifies des: 

tion of the old bourgeois machinery of siate 

tbr e5tablishmc.nl of a new type of state- the 

of the working class. 

i ci The social is 1 revolution is an entire 

the historical overturn of the. system of Social ^ 
lions. :in era of building new social £MT 
based on social ownership of ihc means of prod 
linn, an era of establishing the economic 
social system essentially aimed at satisfying 
fully as possible the nerds of man and of his 
round developing m. 

(fl The socialist revolution „ in any country 
Tint nnlv eondi turned by tire development nf 
irirtsic ciiqaa Limit ftdietimis mid die arm 
againM die exploiters, but is also closely lin 
with die proletary I international slru 
against world capital. Proletarian ifttcrS 
nalism is a principle of the socialist revolution 
a necessary condition for its, ultimate iriu 

The Correlation 
of the Objective 
and Subjective Conditions 
for Revolution 

As ha* nln-ady been mentioned, any sorial 
lution i* a law-governed phenomenon, and 
under definite objective preconditions The 
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cal one is. the conflict between the develop ins- prtj- 
■uctivc forces and obsolete production relations 
reflected in the »ritagonism l*eiween the ruling 
anrS the non-ruling classes, Vet a revolution 
occurs only when a rtw/luiiiitmrv situation is present, 
L e. when a set of necessary specific socio-political 
conditions for the overturn, speaking ot die mam* 
ration of social contradictions, has taken shape. A 
revolutionary situation signifies a crisis ot the rul- 
kur class's political sysicm, increased privation 
Md need of die tippnks&i classes, a considerable 
increase in the activity ol' the masses, h develops 
" >r various reasons, including economic up- 
heaval, bankrtipHS} of rhc polities of die ruling 
class, national or raciai conflicts, struggle against 
the domination ol liir-Hem imperialism, the threat 
of losing national independence, defeat in war. 
etc. 

The emergence and df vpSopmrnt of a revolu- 
tionary situation is a contradictory process. Il 
■mails a fight of the opposing trends of social 
development. The development of a revolution- 
ary situation i.s always opposed by the tendency 10 
■tabili.se the situation, by reactionary forces who 
bo all out to protect, even strengthen, iheir posi- 
■kins. Factors pmmoting the development of a 
[Wvolurinnary situation are countered by factors 
ipeding this proce-ss, laciors that break up the 

leraction of the already existing elements of the 
W il it liotuj ry si l.uai mti. These factors may be said 



2-44 



What is Historical Mo term Jam 



"to clot up" the channels of the ievolutjon»ry 
process. 

In Latin America in the iacc fifties and early 
sixties, ihe factors lliaL impeded the revolutionary 
situation from developing were US impei iaiism's 
influence on the domestic situation : the army act- 
ing as the main counter- revolutionary force: the 
heterogeneity of ihe workers. Rcsoluie action by 
the vanguard of the revolutionary masses, includ- 
ing guerrilla warfare, was uerded for a revolu- 
tionary situation to take shape. The practice of 
revolutionary struggle, however, has nor home 
out the belief that a seat of guerrilla warfare can 
of itself create an objective revolutionary situa- 
tion. 

it follows thai the maturing of a revolutionary 
situation is a spontaneous process, nothing more. 
Essentially objective, lb is- process may be acceler- 
ated by revolutionary forces, developing from the 
complex of existing conditions in the basis and the 
superstntcturc 

Being a prior condition for revolution, a revo- 
lutionary situation alone is, however, insufficient 
to bring about a triumphant revolution. For a 
revolution to lake place die objective* preco mil- 
lions for it must coincide with die developed sub- 
jet: tive factor, wliich consists of the following ele- 
ments: the masses are to be ideologically pre- 
pared and determined to engage in a revolution- 
ary struggle; the revolutionary forces are to be 
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well organised ", there is 10 be an organised revolu- 
tionary vanguard able to lead the masses in the 
fight against the old system, Lenin substantiated 
as a faw of revolution the development ol a 
nation-wide revolutionary crisis -a combination 
of socio-economic, socio-poliricaJ. ideological and 
psychological factors leading up to a triumphant 
revolution. 

ihe shaping of die objective conditions for 
revolution and the subjective factor is a verv com- 
plex process, for the reactionary forces seek to 
hold it down by all possible means. To overcome 
these: forces means to close the breach between 
the objective conditions of the revolutionary pro- 
cess and the unprepared ness of the masses Tor a 
revolutionary struggle, i. e. in clew*: the breach 
between die van guard and the bulk of the 
workers. 

The question of how die material preconditions 
and the subjective factor are combined to pro- 
duce that single fnrce which destroys the old sys- 
tem, is one of the most important questions of the 
strategy of a revolutionary parry. In substance, 
ihfi triumph of a N*vi ilm ion hinges upon it. The 
various revolutionary contingents settle ihe issue 
differently, depending on the conditions existing 
in each country. In Cuba and in Nicaragua, for 
example, the pari test, form of the revolutionary 
process was guerrilla warfare. 

The shaping and development of the subjective 
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lactor is a multi-faceted process. Its substance h 
the train ing and activity of the most advanced 
class, first and foremost the working class, as the 
teadtt or vanguard of the revolution, and its abil- 
itv m unite and to rally all other working and 
non-working sura La of the population. We 
from history thai the subjective lactor "is nol im-j 
mutable, it must gain strength all the time, and 
build up ib capacity for action in order U< emui*; 
that the revolution is permanently on ihe 
olfeiisive. 

The -world knows of the tragic consequences cm 
ihe defeat of the revolution in Chile. During thc^ 
ihrcc years that the Popular Unity government 
was in power, it carried out revolutionary- change 
of an anti-imperialist and and-oligw.re.hic ch:u> 
acter. The revolutionary process in Chile fol- 
lowed a peaceful ; unarmed i course, but il . \va» 

broken off by it fa-wisi military rem p. Tht: Confl 
munist Party of Chile sees ihe main reason for t" 
remporarv defeat of the revolution in that t 
working class had not managed to exercise its 
hegemony consistently and to the full and proved 
unable to isolate die other sections of workers 
from die bourgeoisie. Pressed by ihe many diffi- 
culties, the Popular Unity front showed a luck of 
cohesion, which, to a considerable ex lent, wa* 
due tci die leadership's political crrorb. 

The parry did nol have a clear enough pro- 
gramme for seizing all power in the couutn and 
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accomplishing a transition to the rant! .sia^e 6$ the 
revolution. Nei titer did the workers see -due to 
ihcir insufudeni politic*! knowledge and expe- 
rience- the necessity for taking over all power. 
The result was that ihe Communists were not 
barked by an active force able to secure a final 
solution. The reactionaries were quick to make 
use of the weakness of the revolutionary forces. 
Banked by the coven support of US imperialists 
ihey slaughtered thr ]>eaceful Chilean levolution. 
The Chilean events borr tun once more the well- 
knnwn adage that a revolution that cannot 
defend itself is hound to perish. 

Whatever the form peaceful or otherwise of 
the revolutionary process aimed at destroying die 
old, exploiter, socio-political system and estab- 
lishing a new system, it has nothing "i common 
with evolutionary development and j-eforrn ism. 

Refor m doe?, not provide for die main diing- 
which is a radical overturn of the prevailing po- 
litical system, of the economic and social struc- 
tures. Hence, Marxism -Leninism rejects relor- 
tnism as an idea of struggle for a new society, 
although it does not entirely reject the method of 
reforms. Revolution cannot get along without 
reforms, without certain changes i« various set- 
tors of the life of society. Still reform* arc no more 
dian an auxiliarv means of struggle, both at the 
stage of preparing a revolution and during its 
accomplishment and completion. Agrarian 
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reform and many other de.rm viatic change, 
example, arc of immense importance in peopkr*» 
democratic, anri-irnperialisi and anti-feudal re\»- 
luticm. It follcm* tiiar in die hands ol'ihc revol^ 
tiunary torn* reform is a means of revolutionai|j 
change, while in the hands of the reactionary 
classes a is either a concession u> the masses or * 
manoeuvre in face of the threat of a rcvohmonaiy 
crisis or a means of' consolidating their ow» 
positions. 

The General ond the Particular 
in Social Revohirian 

This is an essentia] question of theory and polin- 
caJ practice. It is especially relevant today, when 
revolutionary protases consist of various stage*: 
anti-feudal, "people's den,- K-ratic national l«b- 
crari»n, and wieudisl revolutions. GorTCet CleSUM- 
lion of die: strategic: and tallica I tasks and ot die 
d living forces at each of the stages, is possible onlf 
if the general and specific features of the revolu- 
tionary process are properly taken into accounts 
The genend in social revolutions is- their bask 
content- Each revolution is die peak of a Q 
struggle in which the broad masse* take pan. 
Revolution is possible only in the presence til 
manned objective preconditions that coincide 
WJlh the subjective factors, Revolution is always 
largely a conscious and organised struggle of the 
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oppressed classes against the domination ot reac- 
tionary force*. Thai cm bf W wttflwt a 
wolvthnary iMf o-^imiiaUri by the masw. 

The particular in a revolution is manifested imt 
and foremost in the forms and methods thai are 
applied to ehangp socieiv. 

The dialectic of the general and me particular 
is ofyaal theoretical and practical significance in 
socialise .revolution The threat October Socialist 
Revolution of 1917 in Russia, like rcvoin lions in 
other countries, has shown that there are general 
laws ^m-crning socialist revolutions and die speci- 
fic! I y of their operation and i^aJisarioji. It iuily 

bore out Lenin's scientific prediction made in 

191 G that "all nations will arrive at snrialisni- 
this is inevitable, but ail will do so in not exactly 

the same wav. each wi'JJ contribute sarmtliin* ,<f 
its own to some fonu ol" democracy, to fcwrte va- 
riety of the dictatorship of the proletariat, to th*f 
varying rate oi socialist transformations in the d li- 
ferent aspects of social life." 

The general laws of socialist revolution mani- 
fest its essence; the specific features manifest its 
specific substance and form in specific historical 
conditions. The general La*** include leadership 
or die broad strata of workers by the working 
class, whose core is the Marxist-Leninist parly; 

• V I L<fnin. "A Ciiiicaturn>r.Vfarxi^i and Imprnal- 
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accompHshraenr of a revolutionary overnmd 
establishment of working class rule in one <m 
another form. alliance of I he working daw witfc 
aJi other strata of workers; abolition of capitalia- 
ownership and establishment of socialise owner- 
ship of tnc means of production; socialist change 
in agriculture; systematic economic development 
in the interests of the people; accomplishment </ 
a mJlural revolution; solution of die national 
question; establishment of equality and incnd-l 
ship among peoples; defence «if socialism again* 
fiffcign ana domestic ei^nies; solidary with « | 
workers in othrr countries- prole larian interna-. 
ri'inr«i.-m ] 

As to the specific leal u res. they arc mam I Luteal 
iii three areas, the specific structure of tilt* drr« 
ing forces ; the tbrm of the revoh j I ionary overturn, t 
and the specific features of the sovereign tv estab- ; 
lished b\ the working class, and of die forms and 
methods of revolutionary change accomplished in ■ 
the economy and in culture, A triumphant sol 
cialist revolution i|5 possible if ihe general law*] 
operate. It is impossible, on the other hand, for 
revol ul ions in differeni countries to he accom-j 
plished according to a cut-and -dried formula To 
overestimate either rhe role of the general laws or j 
rht- specific features is equally wrong in theory! 
and dangerous on a practical political plaa&l 

The 201 h century gave birth to various forms 
i evolution against capitalism, ftiest iorms area 
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lorialist revolutions iu more or less developed 
I capitalist countries [like the Great October 
Sneial^ Revolution In Ruwia; \ 

revolutions in rclaiivclv less developed capitalist 
countries developing from anti^cist revoludoiih- 
las in Bulgaria, Hungarv, Poland, and 
Romania) ! socialist revolutions accomplished in 
countries of undeveloped or less developed capi- 
talism and backed by socialist countries, as in 
Cuba. Each of the enumerated form* of the revo- 
lutionarv process showed evidence oi Lhr general 
law* that were first manifested in (he Great 
bctOf&r Socialist Revolution. Vet each also had 
i& ipeejiw features. These derived largely from 
the facl that the socialist revolutions develop 
out of anti-imperialist or national liberation 
revolutions 

To be able to work out a specific programme 
for accomplishing socialist change in a conniry, 
die leading parties must necessarily take account 
of the specific features of the revolutionary pro- 
cess. At die same time, by recognising diat them 
are general laws governing all revolutions onr 
also recognises That revolution in any given 
country is part of die single world -widt- revolu- 
tionary process impetled b> thr ingrained contra- 
dictions of the capitalist system and must not be 
viewed in a narrow national coutevt. lienor the 
special significance for the triumph of a revolution 
of proletarian and socialist Lmcruauonahsm, oi 
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relations of solidarity mjtd mutual co-ope rat 
between countries, people, and parties striv 
for socialism. 

The world revolutionary process consists <+ 
merging of diverse revolutions begotten by 
capitals! Kf&im Their quahiarive .diflere 
and contradictions arc conditioned by the 
even development of cnuti tries and peoples t 
were or still are under the domination of capi 
i*m. The present epoch id first and foremost 
rjKxrh of Mural ist rervoln r ii>iis and of the ^rlr» 

transition from capitalism ro socialism. of the ci 
solidation and advance, in many countries 
eaanmg socialism, which is becoming a world! 
social system. The Communist moverneni in capj 
talst muntrirs is an important pan of the uo 
revolutionary process. Absorbing various seed 
of the working class and a large percentage 
urban and rural employees and intellectuals., 
nwrinnciH keeps expanding and increasing 
revoiiirinnary power. This is borne out h\ r 
fiTMrLb ot Communis I parries in many country 
and their increasing influence on sncio-politi 
reality, and in particular by the extensive parri" 
paiian of Corn munis Ls in ihe struggle against the 

capitalist offensive on rk riglw w the mrkvnl 

\arional liberation revolutions occupy! 
a defiuiie place in tin: growing world revolution^ 
ary prt Their mosJ deep-rooted reason is rial 
antagonism between imperialism and die Ibrcci 
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supporting it inside individual countries, on rhr 
one band, and the broad popular masses fightmg 
! for national liberation and progress, on the o«hcr 
National liberation revolutions are aimed against 
decaved socio-economic and polit.eal rcknmns 
thai mt become a brake on the advancement o< 
national economies and cultures. Inasmuch as 
these relations an: indissolubly linked with capi- 
talist structures in imperialist countries, revolu- 
f tions in dependent countries deal a blow to the 
capitalist world system, and by so doing corn pie- 
men r the communist movement, 

Existing social ism lias become the bulwark and 
the main force.; of die entire world revolutionary 
process. Today, the course of historical develop- 
ment is determined by the struggle between two 
world systems the socialist and die capitalist, 
Past experience shows diat existing .socialism is 
the most reliable buttress oi the Ibrces of peace, 
democracy, and treed om. 1'hc strength of world 
socialism is the iniaraniee of new triumphant lib- 
eration revolutions. 

!rrcique of Bourgeois 
nd Revisionist Views 
i Social Revolution 

i the past rwo decades then- has been a growing 
teres i on die part of bourgeois sociologists in 
ues related to social revolution, There has even 
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appeared a special branch of bourgeois soci 
g> -**socioJog> - of revolution" or "rcvolutii 
logy", which specialises in theoretical and pol" 
cal aspects of social revolution and in "'reiuiing^j 
ihe Marxist-I^eninisr doctrine of so*lKSlis( revok 
tkm- 

Boctigcois "rcvoluuonologiNts" seek to po 
unial rewdufmn as fortuitous and brought at 
not by objective causes but by purely subject 
factors. To diem, revolution is a negative phe~ 
mcnon: *hccr destruction and an obstacle to thd 
progress of society. Many sociologist* identify m 
*kiih coop) d'etat and rnuiinirs. Some, go so tar 
10 identify it with war. Of late many of rhem s- 
>titute [he problem of scientific and tcchnologi 
rcvtJutioo. for social revolution, 

"Refutation" of the theory of socialist revolnl 
tioo and denial of I he historic role of thr prole tad 
rial as the grave -digger of capitalism and the 
creator of a new society occupy a most eonspi 
cuous place in the reasoning of l.H.mrgeois ideolfl 
gins. Critics of Marx ism -Lenin ism resort to both 
ovcrrand covert di.s tortious of the ihcorj of rcvo| 
luoon. Thc> assert, nmong other things, ti 
there b no theory of revolution but only a series 
contradictor) idea* put forward by Marx an 
Engels on the one hand and Lenin on the other-; 
An ti -Communism consider thai Marx saw rcvotti/ 

don as a narurai historical process dial, could onb/ 

tab! place in countries wit It it highly devfiojted 
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economy and advanced sodo-poliucal rclauons 
Lenin's idea allegedly ignore* WW £ 
Marx's approach to revolution, and maintains 
that social revolution is independent ot any 
econoitiic and social conditions and can occur in 
anv country even a backward one. Hence, they 
assert, social revolution is not a law ot con temper- 
try social dcvelupmcni but the result of conspir- 
acy. 

Tn bourgeois theoreticians' opinion, socialist 
revolution is not justified in terms of the efforts 
applied, tor the sacrifice is great and the result 
litde. 

Likewise, bourgeois sociologists deny the inter- 
I nation^ reievance of Marxist-Leninist theory eft 
social^ revolution and maim am that it does not 
apply to developed capitalist, countries. 

The Marxist-Leninist ilte<iry ot socialist revolu- 
tion is also al lacked by right-wing Sf>cialisls. who 
have declared so-called democratic socialism as 
their ultimate goal and are planning to reach it 
widiout class stru^Jc and revolution — by rclbmi 
and .spontaneous change of capitalism into social- 
ism. Right-wing socialist tii core ticians and pol id' 
cians deny the leading role of the working class in 
present-day history" and ascribe if n> intellectuals. 

"J.7jc attitudes of revisionists art: casern rally slrwi- 
far to stHriaf-ieforrrujim. They r,di thciroacfvcft 
Marxist* but in fact reject the fundamentals of the 
theory of revolution. They also deny die necessity 
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(if radical revolutionary chaii.gr in capitalist 
Micirty. This is maiufeftled Erst and foremost in 

I heir view of the Injurgeois maclunery of slaw, 
which, rhrv say, should xiol be destroyed— it 
should be applied, together with bourgeois 
demorrac\. Id the changed conditions. They are 
not daunted by the fact that no right-wing Social- 
ist government or Socialist party haa ytn achieved 
this in a capitalist country. 

Although "reformers" ol' Mai-xism-Leninisra 
write about revolution and socialism, they in fact 
ignore the experience 6f revolutions and existing 
socialism in the L'SSR and in a number of other 
routi tries. They say there is a " third way" to 
socialism. Actually, tiiis way is (he way of reform. 

pjJ4_*sij j gradual evohifiori ol bourgeois 
Society ill 10 a socialist society. They question the 
leading role of Marxist-Lenin isr parties and reject 
I be necessity of' revolutionary theory for a revolu- 
tionary movement, 

While believing that they have made a ttew 1 
contribution to Marxism., theoreticians and poli- 
ticians of this sort declare thai presem-day. Com- j 
munist panic* have ceased lo be "parties of idco- J 
JogY : \ They dffrnd ideological pfurafism", that 
is, the idea of Communist parlies without an idco- I 
logy, i, e. without a system oTyttswS expressing the I 
fundamental in te rests of the working class. I 

Mere the question is one of whether the prac- 
tice ot the world communis movement and the 
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living experience of the triumphant socialist revo- 
lution* give grounds for conclusions oi rhissori- 
The answer is no. The real historical experience 
of struggle for socialism is being counterweighed 
by spurious hypo theses based on abstract, nega- 
tive reasoning' By this logic anything that is pro- 
pounded by Marxism-leninism and borne out by 
the practice of existing socialism should be 
rejected. Yet history has shown that sooner or 
later the rejection of revolutionary theory leads to 
die loss of orientation in politics and is thus 
fraught with grave dangers for the working class 
and ail die people of a e&m country. 



Chapter Eleven 

SOCIAL PROGRESS 



The Norton of Social Progress 

1 r is hardly possible to ignore the 
radical changes taking place in Lhc 
iifc of nations and states, ft is evi- 
dent rhat our world has undergone 
fundamental change. All con- 
tinents arc contributing to this 
general development- Never has 
history advanced at so rapid a rate 
as today. The hurricane of change 
has swept over all spheres of 
human life: the economy, 
engineering, polities, social rela- 
tions, intellectual culture, and way 
of life. In these rondi lions, issues 
pertaining to mankind's future 
naiurall\ merit keen attention. 
Hence one of the most urgent 

problem? facing social science is 
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that of the general directum of the historical process. 
Whither is mankind moving? Is ii moving for- 
ward to ever more improved and sensible forma of 
the life of society, or backward to degradation F4s 
the new society -providing freedom and all- 
round developmcnl for all - already taking shape 
in the present or is a "future shock" in store lor 
mankind, as some bourgeois theoreticians would 
have us believe, and it will be gripped by a mass 
crisis? In other words, is history making progress 
Of is progress unnatural? And, for that maiter, 
what is social progress? 

The correct answers to all these questions are 
found exclusively through the materialist 
approach to history. Marxisrn-Lcnhiism counter- 
poses the scientifically substantiated conclusion 
about the objective and regular character ci 
social progress to all sorts of bourgeois reactionary 
Utopian views on historical development. Histori- 
cal ' materialism draws on real historical expe- 
rience LO prove that the substance of am tempor- 
ary social progress consists in the revolution^ 
transition from capitalism to socialism on a global 

scale, i 
The idea of improving human nature and 
sncictv had been aired long before Marxism orig- 
inated. Prominent thinkers of the. Renaissance 
wrote of mankind's radiant future and resolutely 
opposed the religious fable of paradise beyond the 
grave. Even stronger and more convincing 
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ramlcd the idea of progress, belief in reason and 
a fucurr just society advanced by the 17 th- ana 
IRth-centurv Enlightened 'These philosopher 
who were expressing die interest* of the then pro- 
gressive ca.pi la) is I class, sought to substantiate the 
idea of progress. Their views reflected the 
optimism of the rising bourgeoisie, its desire tn 
eliminate the feudal pillars of society, and its 
belief that freedom, equality, and justice will 
triumph. 

rrench thinker Jean Jacques Rousseau linked 
the potential and necessity of progress to man's 
ability of improving himself which is inherent in 
human nature, Roi.iss.eau stressed thaL this ability 
is practically limitless, and, coupled with 
advanced age, gradually elevates man from his 
primitive state ; it stimulates growth of knowledge , 
as well as of delusions, vices, and virtues; it makes 
man a tyrant, over himself and over nature. 1 

Rousseau linked mankind's progress with the 
progress of man's reason, 11c held that the great 
overturn had taken place due to the invention of 
two arts metal processing and land cultivation. 

Another French theoretician, Gondorcet, 
known for his Esquisse <f un tableau histurique ofo pro- 
ffrts de V esprit kumaw (Sketch of a Hhtorkal Picture of 
ikt Progress of Human Reason) . characterised pro- 
gress as the development of man's natural ability 
to perceive die world, recognise the essential and 
significant in what he perceives, to retain, iden- 
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dfv and combine what he. gepfc***. etc ' 

Rousseau, Gondorcet Unkcd social progress io the 
human consciousness, reason, and the ability to 
cognise; improvements in die state of humankind 

Gondorcet associated with eliminating inequality 

between nations, the progress of equality between 

various classes of one nation, and the genuine im- 
provement of man. 

German philosopher Hegel was well ahead of 
his predecessors in understanding progress. 1 legel 
undertook Let prove the objective character, and 
to substantiate the content of, human progress, 
Social development is complex and contradic- 
tory, he stressed, and world history is not an 
arena of happiness. Periods of happiness are 
blank pages in world history., for they are periods 
of harmony and of an absence of struggle of 
opposite*, • 

Being an idealist philosopher, Hegel associated 
progress with the struggle of opposir.es in the 
realm of the consciousness and defined it as die 
self-development of the world (in the final 
account, divine) spirit. A champion of progress, 
Hegel nevertheless limited it to certain historical 
boundaries. For him, the acme of historical pro- 
gress was the world of German Chris lendom, the 
Prussian monarchy. 

1 G«org Witbtilm Fried rich Hegel, Varlnrvngm Uber dt* F'fa- 
hsi/phie dtrGmhirkis, Stuttgart, Fr. Frnhiniatuic Vcrlag, 1928, 

p. S& 
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lhe ideologists of rising capitalism believed in, 
and called for, progress, and tried to substantiate 
the need tor it by associating it with the advance- 
meat of reason, science and education, whereas 
bourgeois theoreticians of the 19th and early 20th 
centuries took an opposite view. Capitalism's pe- 
riod of bloom was in the main completed by then, 
and the world entered die era of imperialism and 
proletarian revolutions. That posed a real threat 
to the bourgeois social system. And (as had hap- 
pened many times tn history), the threat to the 
survival of the exploiter class was identified hy its 
ideologists as a crisis of human civilisation, Social 
pessimism replaced ideas of progress. Wails over 
an allegedly imminent crisis replaced forecasts of 
forms of social progress. 

The proletariat, which had by then entered the 
historical arena, assumed the historical mission of 
the struggle for progress, launching a battle 

against die exploitation of man by man. The 
theoreticians of proletarian struggle critically 
reassessed the views of preceding thinkers on pro- 
gress and developed them on a new and 

genuinely scientific basis into a logical philosophi- 
cal theory. 

Lenin held that the chief flaw of all the theories 
of social progress preceding Marxism was their 
abstract idealist character. Aspiring to universal- 
ity, ihese theories were nevertheless unable to 
explain the real process of social development. 
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Lenin wrote: "The gigantic step forward taken 
by Marx in this respect consisted precisely in that 
he discarded all ... arguments about society and 
progress in CfeneraJ and pnxiurvd 1 scistitffie anal- 
ysis of una society and of one progress— capitalist," 1 

The Marxist-Leninist understanding of pro- 
gress is based on the dialectico-materialist con- 
ception of history. Social progress is a regular, rising, 
forward movement of human society from ike lower to the 
higher forms. The idea of social progress signifies 
rejection in principle of any attempts to perpe- 
tuate any social system. This idea recognises the 
fad that human society changes and develops, 
and considers history as an essentially condi- 
tioned process of social development. 

Historical materialism says that man's rising to 
higher forms of the life of society cannot be 
ascribed first of all to die autonomous activity of 
reason. Progress is an objective historical result of 
the creative effort of the popular masses primar- 
ily in the sphere of material production 
(economy), and on its basis in the sphere of in- 
tellectual culture. Materialism docs not deny the 
power of the human intellect, without which 
creative efFort Is not possible in any sphere. Mate- 
rialist science asserts, though, that the mind is a 

" V. T. Lenin, "WJiai die Friends of die People Arr jusA 
How Thcv FigUi the SuH;d-t>cmi>crni*" ; CtUtelei W*tb, 
1, p. 145- 
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product of historical development and dial in 
content reflects the outer, objective world. 

The substance of social progress includes 
change of one mode of production., one social sys- 
tem, for another. 

In iheix productive activity ? people constantly 
and on an increasing scale change their environ- 
ment, adapting it to their needs. They change the 
environment to satisfy their interests, they im- 
prove the methods of assimilating nature and 
advance their male rial culture. 

When acting upon nature and improving in- 
struments of labour and the means of production, 
people change themselves and develop their abili- 
ties. By improving their culture and satisfying 
some of their requirements, people create mater- 
ial and intellectual preconditions lor the emer- 
gence of other requirements and, therefore, lor 
assimilating new cultural values. The result is an 
unbroken chain of improvements on human 
requirements, which means that cultural progress 
is. a method of mastering nature. 

Naturally, social progress is not confined to the 
material, economic sphere. One of its inalienable 
elements is mankind's ascent to more intricate 
and more rapidly developing social and political 
structures, to higher and more substantive histori- 
cal types of social consciousness and intellectual 
culture as a whole. Using the widespread term 
'civilisation', one might say that social progress is 
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mankind '.s ascent lo higher forms of civilisation. 

And rhc higher it ascends, the fuller is revealed 
mans creative essence and universal nature as the 
subject of material and intellectual activity. 

From primitive stone tools \.*\ computers and 
spaceships, from myths about the surrounding; 
world lo the heights of scientific thought, from 
ancient forms of contact based on blood kinship 
and immediate links in the Struggle for a liveli- 
hood to diverse inter-personal, intra-colfccUve, 
inter-collective, class, national, and international 
relations, and from primitive man, a grain of sand 
in the ocean of elements that governed his life, to 
the omnipotent intelli«esn being thai man is 
today are the seven-league steps of human 
progress. 

Historical materialism identifies die Steps of 
social progress as socio-economic formations. 
Science judge? of the stages ol development by the 
successive ibritta lions. They are die only objective 
criteria for breaking tip woild history uno 
periods. 

Progress is the powerful stream of history dial 
result* from the merging of numerous rivulets 
embodying- the efforts by many millions of people 
and many generations living in different ages. lis 
general law is atcderatiw. 

Wc know from history that a I certain times, 
and even during whole epochs, society cither pro- 
gressed slowly or did not progress at all Yet 



Wbqi is Historlcol Materia 



rrgTTK during a certain time could not alter the 
general hBtmkal course of human fry, diat ol Com 
sistcnt progress. Low rates of progress were char- 
acteristic of primitive communal, slave, and, to a 
considerable extent, feudal societies. For millen- 
nia, man was content with the same sources of 
power draught animals, wind). Centuries passed 
wisboctf a single major discovery or improvement. 
Capitalism vasdy accelerated the rale of develop 
■bu. fir« of all of industrial growlh, illustrated, 
among other things, by the spectacularly rapid 
growth of the urban population. 

Progress ii far quicker a I present. Socialist and 
natinnal liberation revolutions caused major 
social changes in short periods, 'the world has 
LrerTalh changed in the lifetime of just one gerie- 
raikn: the socialist world system came into 
being, colonialism collapsed, many countries and 
peoples embarked on independent development. 

Objective Criterion 
of Progress 

$04 ia] progress (SWI be judged from many differ- 
ent angles; ititeUectuai development, improved 
moralitv. technological progress, increased wel- 
fare, the fJounshtng of arts , access to culture, etc. 
Certainly, each of these factors characterises the 
forward movement cifs^c.riiu: sphcjes of the, life of 
society. Which of them is the objective, determin- 
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ing indication ; criterion i of social development? 

Inasmuch as material production is die funda- 
mental and determining sphere of the life of 
society, the objective indication of social advance- 
| menL is economic development. As Mars stressed, 
it is not the articles made, bur how they axr made,, 
that enables us to distinguish different historical 
epochs. 1 Lenin defined development of the pro- 
ductive forces as the touchstone of social develop- 
ment/ The socialist construction programmes in 
countries that have accomplished socialist revolu- 
tion take ixito account this theoretical conclusion 
of the fundamental role played by the develop- 
ment of the productive forces. 

When defining the general criterion of .social 
pi ogress it h necessary to bear in mind ifiai the 
productive forces always develop within the 
framework of specific prod uciion relations that 
arc necessary forms of people's material activity 
and die/bundarron of'al? other relations, li is also 
important to nole that the character of produc- 
tion relations manifests the stale and d erection of 
the development of the productive farce:*, includ- 
ing die development of the main produciivc 



' Karl Mars, CoftHnt, Vot I {>■ t?5_. 
* Si-.c. V. J r.iNiiu. 'Kighifvmh C<iuy,i <:.■>» of the 
R C.P.iK>. Mavr.h S-Jt>, W&L Summing- u]> .Spra.ii t>W the 
i'u.v Eh X/ttfi, March f.V. Culfcrmd Works, Vol. 32. W?S, 
p, Tib, 
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Torre, i. e. of man, in a specific historical period. 
Production relations, as we know, dete rmine how 
the productive Forces are used - that is to sav 
whifie interests are served by the input of labour 
and what the relation of) he masses Ls to this in- 
put. That is why, specific historical forms of pro* 
duct km relations are also an objective criterion 
thai enables us to distinguish the standard of one 
country from that of another country, and one 
historical epoch from another. 1 Tims, the char- 
acter and state of production relations in a given 
society b a significant dement of the overall 
objective criterion of historical progress. 

The state of the productive Forces and the char* 
acter [type) of the corresponding p reduction rela- 
tions arc manifested in ihc progress of human 
freedom. Its facets are: economic freedom, politi- 
cal freedom, creative freedom, freedom of con- 
science, and so on. 

Extended social freedom is a significant indi- 
cator of social progress. It reflects social devel- 
opment towards the. liberation of man From the 
domination of the spontaneous forces of nature 
and society- , From social oppression of all 
kinds. 

Tt follows lhat the criterion of social progress is 
of a complex character. Its determining clement 

1 See V f Lenin, "What llie Trends of die. ftfeple' Art 
and How TVv Frjgtil I In: SriciaJ-Dcmovrals", dMmtm Works. 

Vui i, p m 
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is the condition of die productive fbrws and ihi: 

social orientation of their development. Us other 
elements are: the extent ro which man hfta mas- 
tered the elemental Forces of nature and devel- 
oped his own creative abilities as reflected by the 
rising productivity of labour and by man's own 
imprtjverrit-jil as the subject of labour and the 
extent tO which he is liberated from the dornina- 
tion of spontaneous social forces, from socio-poli- 
tical inequality and intellectual backwardness. 
The greater the potential lor the development of 
the productive forces and for heightening produc- 
tion eflicieiicv, for the advancement oF all social 
relations, for the Free development oi individuals 
and of the crca live effort, of the workers and for 
applying ihcir abilities to meei tlicir material and 
intellectual requirements the mtirc progressive fe 
the society. 

That is why. when defining the extent to which 
this or Lhat society is progressive, it is necessary to 
take into account not only the level of its econom- 
ic development, but also its achievements in 
socio-political and intellectual development. 
Today, the social aspects of progress are becom- 
ing increasingly imp'riant- They are: the social 
orientation of lahour; ihe extent to which the 
production potential and die entire culture are 
developed and applied in the interests of die 
popular masses: the standard of living of the 
masses; status in society. 
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Identification of the general criterion of histori- 
cal progress docs not preclude the. use as criteria 
of the forward movement of various social Sy*tea« 
or various spheres of the life of society. Topical, 
too. is ihe question of the criterion r>f socialism 
and of its historical phases. Correct understand* 
ing of the criteria of the development of the entire 
adhere of mtcllcrrnal cuhure and its various 
domains - morality, the arts, and .science,, is Of 

theoretical and practical significance. 

Historical Types 
of Social Progress 

Pj-Ogress should not be trcared abstractly. 
Account should fee taken of the specific features of J 
the histories J development of social sysiems. J 
Accordingly, there £tti£ J ft roe types of social pro- j 
aress : drvr-lopmcnr based on primitive communal I 
relations; progress in societies wiih antagonistic I 
classes ; socialist (communist i progress. 

Progress is diliereu* in societies with different I 
social formations in its class orientation and in I 
depth, structure, and trends. In antagonistic I 
societies, progress works in the imerests or the 
exploiting classes at the expense of the exploited I 
worker. Ti is characterised by unevenness, for, as 
a rule, progress in some countries is gained at the 
expense of other countries; social development is I 
attained through class struggle and social revolu- | 



SOCIAL FHOGRtSS 



271 



lions. Here, die spontaneous form of development 
is typical. 

All these peculiarities groti rvpressann t<» the 
eSSentia! feature of progress in exploiter torma- 
tion,9.-*ti& antagornsiieall\ comradicioi 'J char- 
acter. It reflects periods of rise and of decay, the 
dramatic eclipse of some cultures and states and 
the rise of others, periods of rapid advance and of 
Stolid stagnation. r'rom lis inception, the progress 
of civilisation has been unfolding as a process of 
opposition -between intellectual and manual 
labour, town and countryside, and between 

classes; ihere was also a contradiction in the fa CI 
thar the fr uits of progress, a result of flic labour of 
rue masses, were appropriated b> die exploiter*. 
Diat was at the ryot of the striking con readier ions 
on the historv qjf Sonnies, in the. development of 

peoples. The progress of the productive forces is 

extremely uneven, as wc see in particular from 
the worker to power Cent-ri^y'i ratio in various 
societies. Today, roughly 70 per cent oi' the 
world's population live as their ancestors did 
hundreds, even thousands, of years ago -by hunt- 
ing, fruu-fradiering. or basically by agriculture- 
Only one-fourth of mankind lives in industrial- 
ised capitalist and social 1st countries. 

The unevenuess, onc-sidedness, arid cnuiradic- 
»or iness of social development at* moil vividly 
manifesied in the consequences of the scientific 
atid technical revolution in capitalist societies, in 




■f^jutril problems, in the danger 

and. lastly, in the threat 

to the very survival of life 



faces a choiee: to be or nor to 
heights of culture or to perish in 
conflagration. This sums up the con- 
! ofprogrcss. This conflicting nature 
^ : derive from malicious intent on the part 
of prJiodaiu or scientists. Much less does it derive 
from socialism, which reactionaries accuse of all 
deadly sin*. The ominous threai to mankind is 
nosed by ihc system based on exploitation, by the 
forces of imperialism striving to halt die amm of 
htttory, even at the risk of destroying ah civilisa- 
lion. Progressives throughout the world are sure 
that mankind can be" saved. As history has 
already shown, the future of mankind is not 
degradation, nor is it restricted progress or zero 
growth. The Future of mankind lies in socialism, 
in the constantly accelerating advance of all its 
aspects. 

Both theory and practice have shown that 
socialism is the most advanced system in history. 
1 1 creates conditions for the steady and cons rand v 
accelerating .growth of mankind's material and 
intellectual forces. So other society or formation 
has so liar provided for or reached die rates of 
growth of materia! and intellectual culture 
attained by socialist societies. The socialist system 



does away with social oppression and the exploi- 
tation of man by man: it establishes relations of 
friendly co-operation and mutual assistance; it 
provides for die free creative activity of the popu- 
lar masses. The socialist system creates ihc pre- 
conditions ibi the harmonious development of the 
personality. Socialist society is a society develop- 
ing and functioning, to an ever greater degree., on 
a scientific foundation. Unlimited prospect* of 
progress are open to it. The difficulties involved 
in the development of the socialist countries are 
difficulties of growth, noi decline. They arc 
mainly due 10 die initial weakness of the founda- 
tion of socialist construction > for, In many coun- 
tries the productive forces and culture had been 
of a very \6yt level prior tit the triumph of revolu- 
tion. From the very outset, the revolutions in 
these countries had to deal with a large number r>f 
problems of backwardness, the consequence nf 
imperialist and coIoiiialisL domination, 

Still, no other historical period is comparable 
to the present period of revolutionary change in 
the life of society. The course of his ton' has shown 
that the 20th century is an age of mounting 
socialist progress. It is not only the pace of history 
dial accelerates in the new society. Socialist pro- 
gress is becoming a systematic process. The har- 
monious dcvclopmcnl of the various spheres of the 
ltic- of society is becoming ever more appreciable, 
'ihc development of socialist society does not 
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nde oui contradictions nor a certain element of 
uneven The overcoming of objccl.ve. ~ 
dicDom. the struggle of me new^ilh itaitt ft* 
obK-«iv* law of history. Ti cannot be ruled out or 
dismissed. Siill, the contradictions of socialist prcw 
jfieaaiequalitaMvdy different from ihosc seen in 
^piutei societies. The class foundation for social 
antagonisms or social conflicts is abolished. Ihc 
cmeriraignon-antagoniisriccoinradktioiia are set- 
ded "through the improvement f ^onormc, 
and" potlweai suucLurcs and the lurtner 
growth of society's material and intellectual 
potent iaJ. 

Contemporary Social Progress 
As Conceded 

by Bourgeois Theoreticians 

The Marxist vision ol contemporary progress is 
opposed by the views of bourgeois fu [urologists. 1 
Two kinds ol attitudes to progress can be singled 
out in ihc modey assortment of futurologiial 
ideas. Some sociologists recognise progress, albeit 
wilh reservations, but distort its main criterion. 
In their view, ihr principal indicator of social 
development is technology and technological pro- 
gress, which, they hold, provides solutions to all 



• Thiwolicians who study issues pertaining to tftc forr- 
r.a.sling of tht liifnrc. 



social problems and efcjws irmiiatlicrifi"!;. US- 
sociologist Brzezinski maintains that modem -day 
technology and especially electronics are increas- 
ingly tH-Tconiing die principal determinants oi 
social change, altering die mores, the social struc- 
ture.. I ho values, and the global outlook of 
society.- tn his view, the impact of science and 
technology on man, on society, is the chief source 

of social c hange DrsrribiiiK the models oi the 

luture aillnent snrieiv. arfyomte? I,f 'his v '*' :vk CFlM 
it l£ posdndusiriai , - I "'tcchnetronir", "superindus- 

trial" civilisation, and so on, 

T'ofilcr, lor example, holds thai to save, society il 15 
necessary- u> pass from tht sick capitalist *w:iety to 
a superind us trial civilisation. 

A typical feature of alt views on the future 
if 0Bj^x£.* society is the desire to prove theoreti- 
cally lhat it is possible to modernise the existing 
capitalist system. It is specially stressed that it is 
possible to overcome, or at least uKtflify, the con- 
tradiction between labour and capital. Likewise, 
lirzezinslii sets out to prove lhal today the rela- 
tions between entrepreneurs and workers are 
domiuatrd by issues pertaining to obsolete profes- 
sions, employ men 1 guarantees, leave systems, the 
organisation of leisure, profit-sharing, psych ologi- 
eal well-being, and (he like. Tofller sees (he cause 

I Z. Br/czitsski, tf.*u.w7i T w» A%ts. Tin- Vikinc; Prt?s», New 
York, i970, (y. XIV 
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of all the troubles of the. masses in present-day 
capitalist Societies as deriving from the crisis of 
the industrialised society. Hence, he says, it rftust 
be replaced by the so-called pos (industrial 
civilisation. 

Another peculiarity of tins viewpoint, i. c. con- 
ceiving technological progress as the force- that 
can save capitalism, 1 is the attempt to describe 
socialism as an industrialised 5i>cicty following a 
capitalist path. Meanwhile capitalist society , the 
LSA in particular, is described as the vanguaid 
of modern progress. 

Let us take a closer look a» these virws. First of 
all, they make for a one-sided treatment of (he 
role of technology while ignoring the significance 
f>f socio-economic relations. Secondly, they arc 
rank apologies of capitalism, while they ignore its 
essential antithesis to die socialist system, 

Historical materialism, as we know, attaches 
tremendous importance to die development of 
science and lechnolngy. It also proves that the 
scientific and technological factor is real bed 
exclusively dsrough the System of socio-economic 
relations. Hence the difference between societies. 
Judging by the technological level alone it is 
hardly possible to determine the differences in the 
character of socio-economic systems. It is hardly 

' TliKvf views are called technological idylls in Nfarxigi 
jjij Mirations. 
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passible, if at all, to establish the difference 
between Society in Congo and in Zaire from the 
purely technological aspect of production. Their 
evcJfl of technological development are more or 
less uV same. The essential difference between 
i Ik- two societies lies in the s^io-economic rela- 
tions obtaining in these countries, Conga being 
socialist-oriented while Zaire is capf talist-oricntcd. 

Advocates of "technological idvlls would have 
us believe that the socio-class and other anta- 
gonisms are no longer found or are fading away in 
the developed capitalist countries, first of all in 
the USA. This, of course, is tint line. The class 
siruggle is raging, rac ial problems an* a.t acute as 
cvrr, and the overall crisis of the capitalist social 
system is deepening. 

There are no valid reasons Tor likening die 
character of capitalist society to the character of 
socialist society. Both world sys terns possess 
modern technology. Bui this is mi indication of 
kinship -The technological basis alone does not 
determine the class or national relations, nor poli- 
cies and ideology, nor moral values or art. 1 he 
tcewmit: basis, r. g. the svsiem of production rela- 
tions existing in the society concerned, is the 
material foundation for social relations, policies, 
and intellectual values. It determines the social 
function of technology: in whose interests the 
obtaining technological basis is used, and in what 
way it influences the labour ami living conditions 
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ul the vratcn. Radio and television are lived in 
the interests <£ imperialist monopolies not 
because their technological level allow* it. but 
because ifae monopolies own them. 

The number of those who advocate the techno- 
logical idea of social progress tends to decline. 
The fabc optimum is the less appealing, the more 
apparent the deeply negative consequences of the 
scientific and lechnological revolution become 
under capitalist conditions. 

Ifeappoiniment in the results of scientific and 
rechnological progress and the frustrated hope of 
an affluent society (postindusTriai, tedmetromc, 
supcrrindusmah rtc) appearing in the world has 
resulted in the revival ot soci "-historical pes- 
simism, as represented by nco-conservatism. This 
is a new vision of conservatism, tfc.8 rejection of 
social progress and advocacv of the preservation 
of the traditional and obsolete. The switch-over 
Irom technological optimism to neo-ennsrrvatism 
occurred in a number of European countries and 
in the USA in rhc l°-70s. ITie leai-ilon^ry essence 
ot I his ideological trend is revealed in its total 
denial of the positive role of social science and of 
scientific and technological progress in present- 
day society. According to the nco-conscrvativcs 
social science is a variety of Utopia, i. r. a fantasy 
of impracticable phenomena and ways of social 
development. Scientific and technological pro- 
gress, in the tieo-conservative view, is a manilcs- 



lariori of arbitrariness (a meaningless process of 
change in knowledge and technology,!. Social 
science is said to show die way to merely the 
appearance of improvements at titer price of deep 
and irreversibly dcstriirlive consequences for 
society. Civilisation losing its effectiveness How 
should this be averted '.' By doing awa> wilh social 
science and Utopia, say the neo-eonservatives, as 
ihe most ruinous resuhs of progress. The actual 
reactionary illusion of our day. they say, ihe idea 
of progress, should he: rejected, and rhe voice of 
reason should be overcame. Intellect uah'sm (rea- 
son) and rationalitv ^reliance on science) have 
re-suhed in ihc overall cxptoitalion of nature and 
begot the ecological crisis. Likewise, it is «hc cause 
of sweeping urbanisation and of its negalive 
con&cquencrii. 

Playing up die threai of an ecological crisis is 
one of ihe favourite devices of advocates of socio- 
historical pessimism, including nco-conservatives. 
The ultimate conclusion of neo-conscrvati.sm is 
I ha i modem progress threatens the very survival 
t»r Western civilisation, and dius of civilisation in 
general. 

Neo-conservatives aim their criticism iti 
science, rationalism, and progress against Marx- 
ism and communism, which dtey see as the epi- 
tome of rhe idea of progress. That is why their 
only necessary policy is ami- Marxism and 
anli-eommunism. 
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However hard they may try to find fault with, 
and impede, social progress, its adversaries can- 
not halt the forward movement of history. Reac- 
tionaries are threatening mankind wilh nuclear 
catastrophe, HoncsL people all over the world are 
sure that reason will overcome the arfve nturism </ 
the madmen. T'he principle of reason is consonant 
with the objective laws of history. It is man lies ted 

* n . t *! c atlvance of socialism and in the people* 
striving for freedom and peace. 



Activity for' man,, cla-ss, or snricry \ purposeful 
changing of die svorld. 

AestttPtir consciousness, views; ol jui pitivailuiig in 

a given society. 

Aesthetics, the study of art. methods of creation, 
genres and iorms of art. 

yiatagoniim. n form of conrradirrion characte- 
rised I >>' a si nop cind irrco mcilei UJ-c cpafhfct 
of the opposing tbrrrs or o-itdencies- 

Art, reproduction of reality in artistic terms. 

AwarenW: k^inrkaL k displayed by controlled 

mi&s. classes, partis 
Basis, a (otality of spcciiTc historic./ P"f^™ 
relations, tiie economic system W* W* 
society. 
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Jhmgri&i the ruling class in capital^ sociery. 
owner of the means of production exploiting 
hired labour. 

Capitetirt mmofwtin, economic assijciations exer- 
cising Control QVft 'he market;; through the 
ec-mcrnt ration of material and financial 
resources and with I he aim nl' gaining 
a monopolistic profit. 

Chases, historical, (he processes and phenomena 
occurring in socieiv as a result of condi- 
tions that are temporary as concerns the 
respective society's existence and develop- 
ment, i.e. brought forth bv external reasons, 

CiiHisatirm, the level of or stage in the rlcvc.iop- 
infnt of society, of its material and rnlel- 
lcciual culture, 

Cinn. tribe, clan: a community of people based 
on blood kinship defending from a common 
,ut-.estor and railed by a common surname; 
tribe; a community of kindred clans. 

Clojsf.<, "large groups of people dillering trom 
each other by die place they occupy in 
the historically determined system of .social 
prod uetioii, by their relations 'in most 
C Lists fixed and formulated in law) to ihe 
means of production, by their role in the 
social organisation of labour, and conse- 
quently, by the dimensions of the share 
Of social weal lb of which they dispose and 



GXOSSAR" 



the mode of acquiring ii" fV. I. C**3** 
Ckvj fWggk is ^aged between clas^ whose 
interests are incompatible or ttmtradif tory: 
[$ the basic content of and the driving 

force behind the development of all anta- 
gonistic class societies. 

Culture, totality of material and intellectual values 
created by mankind in its socio-historical 
practice. 

fhtnagraf)!)?. a study of the .socially conditioned 
laws govern in population. 

Dialectics* a theory and method of investigating 
phenomena in their dcvclopmeni and 
sen-morion; a science of die mote general 

laws ^overiiint>; die development of nature 

society, and thouglil. 
Driving Jot as of hubrkal development, the social 
forces (popular masses, classes, parlies; ca- 
pable of carrying out casks posed by history 
including the reasons impelling these forces 
to act such as, first and foremost, social 
requirements, in teres us, goals, and ideas. 

Emtttgy, a science dealing with iiiierrelatuHis 
between Hying organism*, plant and animal, 
and between grQUpa of living organisms, 
m the one hand, ami their environment. 

on the other. 
Epoch, a time-period in the development of 
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nature, society, Science, etc.. marked by 
distinct characteristics. 

Fjhta, a philosophical discipline dealing widi 
morality. 

Exploitation, appropriation b\ some of flip pro- 
ducts tn ami Cue Lured by others — the imme- 
diate producers; is inherent in all anlaiJx.i- 
nistic class societies. 

Freedom, social, human activity based upon know- 
ledge acftd operation of objective laws oC 
social development. 

Tlx fundamental question oj philosophy, the rela- 
tion of thinking to being, consciousness 
to matter, the ideal to die material. 

FutuTolofQ\ the totality of views pa man kind's 
development in the future; in the Mar- 
xj.-st-l.erunm doctrine, die idea of the future 
is pan of the theory of .socialism and 
ecramunism; in bourgeois sociology, a spe- 
cific science -a ''philosophy of the future''* 
or a "study of the future"- emerging- from 
the idealist world ouihiok and Utopian 
ideas. 

Ideaiiim, the general name for philosophical 
doctrines mamtaining diat spirit, conscious- 
ness, mental activity arc primary, while 
matter, nature, physical activity are se- 
condary and derivative. 
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J<&i7,'ogV. a system of ideas* and of n certain 

class or social group. 

Individual cr/tisnoiiyritss, intellectual characteristics 
of personality. 

Intellectual life of society, a totality of all forms 
of intellectual activkv including die activity 
of id eologi eal in stitu don j< . 

/nitre-its, a form of expression and awareness 
of people's needs <ti manifested in their 
behaviour and activity to satisfy these needs. 

IrileTnalionalim, international solidarity of workers 
and Qnnmunists of all countries in their 
struggle for common goals, and dieir soli- 
darity with peoples fighting for their tu- 
tional liberation and social progress, based 
on a strict observance of the principle of 
equal! I y and independence of each of the 
peoples. 

Ubwr, a process in which man purposefully 
acts, on nature using instruments of la- 
bour to create objects meeting his 
requirements. 

Lcliv, rmaJily of rules :>laud;irds) of hehaviuui 
obligatoiy for ail which are established or 
sanctioned by state authority. 

Legtil &msaaus?tes$ t people's ideas, views and war 
timcnts of lawful and unlawful. 

Man, the being produced by the highest stage 



pf animal rrvolmiou; the subjrcl oi so 
t -so-historical process awl eulture. 

Materialism, a philosophical trend maintaining 
that the world 13 material mi id obj ectivc, 
arid exists externally and independently of 
human consciousness, that matLcr is pri- 
mary, not created, and is eternal, thai 
consciousness and dunking are a property 
of matter and that the world and its laws 
are cocmizabic, 

Materialism > economic, one -sided prim i live under- 
standing of materialist idea of history; it 
holds that the economy is the sole dynamic 
factor and all oilier phenomena and pro- 
cesses occurring in society are the rcsuh 
of the activrry of J he productive forces 
and corresponding production m la I ions; 
docs rol recognUe (he aetivp role oi' the 
subjective factor and the reverse influence, 
exerted by intellectual phenomena on so- 
cial being. 

The mode of production of material benefit, a histo- 
rically conditioned manner of producing 
material benefits, represents specific unfry 
of the productive forces and production 
relations. 

Moral consciousness , awareness of the standards, 
principles., and rules of behaviour determi- 
ning men's obligations and altitudes towards 
each other and towards society. 
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Aformhtf, » ^eafic tbrm of social consciousness j 
the type of social relations regulating man's 
cmdoct in society, 

.Vrrnw . a- hMlui ical community ol people coming 
DM bring with the formation of common 
territory, economic life, literary language, 
cufrttral distinctions, and certain traits of 
national character; is disungmshed Irom 
nationality by stable economic lic-s taking 
root in the epoch of capitalism. 

Nationality, a historically formed community of 
people based on common language, terri- 
tory, economy and culture; follows the tribal 
community and precedes nation. 

Nature, in a broader sense, the sum total of 
things, the world in the diversity of its 
maniicstation.s: in a narrower srnse, the sum 
total of biological conditions of the existence 
of human society 

Neeessitx, historical* processes and phenomena 
conditioned by essential features and laws 
of society, i.e. by internal reasons. 

Objechit historical conditions, those conditions of 
1 he fife of sociriy and his loricai develop- 
ment dial are independent oi the will of 
individuals, classes, or parties. Material, 
economic cxnditknxs • die level and diameter 
of the producing forces and corresponding 
productkn rdaiiucj are primary and 
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fvdaBCBtal objective historical conditions. 

Opfiorhadm at the umkers'' movement, the theory 
And practice of reconciliation with the 
bourgeoisie, of making the workers" move- 
ment serve the interest of the bourgeoisie 
and contribute to the preservation and 
Strengthening of its positions. 

Outstanding figures, the most experienced and 
able members pf the progressive classes: 
diey lead the struggle waged in die interest 
ot these i lasses and tangibly contribute to 
die carrying out of historical tasks of these 
classes. 

Personaiity, a social being, a subject of cogni- 
tion and purposeful change of the world. 

Philosophy, a form of social consciousness aimed 
at elaborating a system of ideas, a world 
outlook and a view of man's piaee in it. 

Political conscious™.!*, a system of ideas and view, 
sentiments, aims, fend tasks manifested in 
the activity of classes and social groups. 

Political system, a system of governmental and 
non-governmental institutions exercising de- 
finite political functions; embraces the state, 
parti cs„ trade unions, the church, and other- 
bodies pursuing political aims. 

Politics, activity pertaining to the sphete of 
relations between classes, nations, and other 
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social groups which comprises seizure, re- 
tention, or use of state power, participa- 
tion in government of the stale, and the 
working out of the forms, tasks, and content 
of state power. 

Popular masses, the workers and other social 
groups capable of accomplishing progressive 

change in various spheres <>f the life of 
society by virtue of their objective status in 
society. 

Pio/hiction relations, the toialily of material, eco- 
nomic relations thai arc formal between 
people in the process of social production 
and the delivery of social product from 
piTM-lnfrr lo Lon.su Hter. 

Productive forte*, the totality of subjective (man; 
and materia] (means of production) ele- 
ment manifesting liu* active relation of man 
lo nature. 

mgfef^ social, a law-governed, onward move- 
ment of society from lower to higher stages 
and forms of the Life of society, from an 
obsolete to a new economic system 

Proletariat, the working class under capitalism 
which is deprived of the means of pvo- 

iliK.'lirm, 

Religion, a specific form of social consciousness 
consisting m distorted,, fantastic rctlection of 



- mm.mrmX social phenomena namely in 
tbr befief ihax these phenomena are broughi 
about by mpcmattirui forces. 

Rtqwtrment. teeial, the relation of man as a 
'of society to the surrounding world 
reflects his need in certain condi- 
of activity. 

f, historical, individual^, dfi^wai . and 
parties' awareness of ihc negative conse- 
quences entailed in non-use of objectively 
conditioned possibilities of historical de- 
velopment. 

Rmjiutifintiry process, uvrld, the unfolding process 
of transition from capitalism to socialism 
worldnver: emerges from numerous revolu- 
tionary movements: £r*t and foremost, 
it is the building of socialism in the 
countries of riiumpJiani proletarian revolu- 
tions. Lhe communist and workers' move- 
ment in the capitalist countries, and the. 
national liberation revolutions. 

Scimttfu and kchmlo^ital revolution, radical quali- 
tative change in the productive forces as 
scienrr becomes a direct productive force. 

Social king, material interrelations between 
people and between people and nature thai 
emery? with lhe emersict.ee «>f human so- 
ciclv. 



Saetai rtm r— ' tbe midlcctuai plane of histo- 
rical proas; » a reflection of social being 
manifested is ififacnt historically rooted 
forms. 

Social latvs, objective, recurring, and essential 
links between phenomena of the life of 
society characterising the ongoing move- 
ment of society. 

Social psychology, views and notions direeUy 
reflecting in the minds of the people the 
conditions of their life and work. 

Social revolution, an objective law ol transition 
from an obsolete to the new arid progres- 
sive &i»Cio-ec<Jri<imik SVSttrri, a i-*wnt:;»J cJiHJijif«r 

in the svstem of social relations,- it rc*^ 

urgent 'socio-political and souo-t-conomic 

contradictions. 
Socialism, existing, the social system 

capitalism, the low^ phase f>I communism 

hS been accomplished in » number ut 
countries in Europe, Asia, and Latin Ame- 
rica as a result of people's democratic 
or proletarian revolutions; is based upon, 
social ownership of the mean, ot proclucuon 
and a svstematic comprehensive develop* 
mom of the economy: provides for arcsoruc- 
, urine of all social relationship ?*g"*£; 
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increase in social wraith, and personal 
freedom. 

Socialism, theoretical, Marxist-LeninisL theory of 
socialism a» the firs l stage of the com- 
munist formation. 

Socialist revolution, the highest type rif social 
revoliilion. a laiv-govcrncd uansition o{" 
N Kiiety £0 socialism ; iis inhcrew objec five 
feature Li class antagonism between the 
wnrkine class and other strata ol the worker. 
5*?K hand, and Che bourse, £ 
the other. 

«M» historically M 
Wee of human being* aS; ^P a,ai 

historical development of*Kaet?, a sp 
historical Lype of society. 

that are not controlled by roan- 

firtft the principal institution of the 

society exercising admumua- 

nSnic and sixto* ^t.«n; m eUggtatftB 
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class society is run by the class which 
possesses rconnmie power and employs it 
for suppressing its social antagonists. 

Subject he factor oj history, totality of phenomena 
and human acii\ii> etuirely derived from 
man's will and consciousness : scientific know-' 
ledge of *OiM."il phenomena and v.irkiii' torrn-. 
nT conscious Organise t if in ;inrf rnanafrrrncnl 

of social process. 
Subjtctivi.uii, approach in cognition or practice 

iftnoiW the objective toft of die surroun- 
ding world: its corr. b absohmsat.on ol 
m role of Lhc .-ubieet and .subjective 
Yity in the m of society: 
in nolicies U manifested to arburarmcs, 
IfwUl of the subject as set «ff «** 
the ohiective conditions!. 

responding institutions (tbe »J*KS F*™" 1 

njVSSi of pMMKJNf — 

Ts^' nj suuxi mm, * toulnv ol hinda- 
menial features pertaining lo the progress 
ol a. aottu-cv"^"--'" 1 " 



Wat, ur^aiiLvrtl armed struggle between states 
(groups of slates), classes, or nations (pr- 
opJcsi, a continuation of class policy by 
violent means. 
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